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DEVIL  UPON  TWO  STICKS. 


CHAP.     XI. 

The  Evening  Parties  of  Fafiion,  which  the 
DEVIL  upon  Two  STICKS  difcovcn  to 
DON  CLEOFAS. 


were  in  an  inftant,  moft  conve 
niently  lituated  on  a  parapet,  in  a 
ftreet  at  no  great  diflance  from  Cavendiih 
Square. 

€(  Before  I  offer  to  your  obfervation," 
faid  the  Demon,  "  a  view  of  thofe  aflem- 
blies,  where  perfons  of  the  firft  claiTes  meet 
each  other,  at  this  time  of  the  evening, — 
I  fhall  amufe  you  with  the  manner  in  which 
female  youth  of  diftinction  are  fbmetimes 
inftructed  to  fhine  in  them,  and  to  perform 
VOL.  IIL  A  the 
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the  lefs  important  duties  of  their  refpeo 
tive  iituations. 

"  In  one  of  the  upper  rooms,  in  the 
large  houfe  immediately  oppofite,  you  fee 
a  woman  of  a  very  genteel   appearance, 
with  three  young  ladies  fitting  round  her." 
"  She  is  their  mother,  I  prefume,"  faid 
Don  Cleofas,  ".who  is  performing  the  duty 
of  parental  inftruction  to   her  charming 
offspring,  and  teaching   them  to   purfue 
the  path  of  virtue  in  which  fhe  has  trod, 
and  to  attain  the.happinefs  which  fhe  pof- 
feffes."      "Alas!"    replied    the   Demon, 
€C  their  mother  is  far  otherwife  engaged ; 
they    do    not,    at    prefent,    occupy    her 
thoughts, — me  has  not  even  had  time  to 
fee  them  fince  yefterday  morning,  and  is 
perfectly  fatisfied  that  fhe  performs  every 
parental  duty,  by  allowing  them  inftru&ors 
in  the  various  branches  of  fafhionable  and 
elegant   accompli fhment,   and  configning 
them  to  the  care  of  a  foreign  governefs. 


cc 


Thefc 


*N      ENGLAND.  3 

ic  Thefe  young  people  are  of  high  rank, 
and  the  lady  who  is  with  them,  is  the  per- 
fon  delegated  by  their  mother,  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  more  material  part  of  their  edu 
cation, — the  inftru&ion  of  their  minds  ; — 
and  you  lhall  judge  in  what  manner  Ihe 
difcharges  her  duty.  Her  pupils  are  on  the 
moment  of  engaging  in  their  evening  lec 
ture  ; — each  has  a  portion  of  fludy  which 
{he  reads  aloud  to  her  governefs,  and  the 
cldeft  of  them  is  now  preparing  to  begin 
the  part  which  is  allotted  her.    While  they 
are  employed  in  this  bufmefs,  I  will  repeat 
the  different  ledlures  which  form  the  falu- 
tary  inftrudtion  of  the  prefent  hour,  and 
by  which  their  diipofitions  are  to  be  Iha- 
ped,    their   virtue  confirmed,    and  their 
reafon  ftrengthened*    The  firft  reads  as 
follows  :— 


of  FASHION. 

"  Celafefait,  &?  eel  a  ne  fe  fait  fas,  is 

the  rule  of  my  life,"  faid  the  elegant  Cla- 

A  3  rinda, 
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rinda,  as  I  had  the  honour  of  attending  her 
on  one  of  her  morning  walks  in  the  Green 
Park.  cc  You  laugh,"  continued  (he,  "  at 
the  fize  of  my  hat,  and  will  tell  me,  per 
haps,  that  it  hides  the  prettieil  face  in  the 
world  : — with  all  my  heart ; — I  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  fuch  an  aflertion, 
and  will  give  you  all  the  credit  you  de- 
ferve ;  but  other  pretty  faces  are  hid  as 
well  as  mine;  and  I  might  anfwer  your 
ridicule  by  obferving,  that,  as  the  attack 
of  bright  eyes,  morning,  noon,  and  night, 
would  be  too  much  for  the  men,  faftiion 
has  kindly  invented  the  enormous  covering 
of  our  heads,  in  pity  to  their  hearts, 

r<  But  let  us  fuppofe,  fair  lady,  for  a 
moment,  that  fafhion  fhould  be  capricious 
enough  to  pare  a  certain  quantity  of  inches 
from  the  circumference  of  the  prefent  mo- 
difh  hat,  and  reduce  it  at  once,  by  a  nod 
of  arbitrary  power,  from  the  fize  of  a 
coach-wheel,  to  that  of  a  china-plate,  what 
would  you  fay  then  ?" — "  I  would  fay," 

anfwered 
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anfwered  fhe,  e<  that  faftiion,  who  has  her 
paroxyfms  of  fenfe  as  well  as  folly,  having 
obferved  that  the  men  grew  too  confequen- 
tial  from  her  indulgence,  was  determined 
to  recal  them  to  their  proper  tone  of  man 
ners,  by  giving  to  bright  eyes  in  the  park, 
as  well  as  at  the  aflembly,  the  full  power 
of  uninterupted  glances." 

cc  And  would  the  gentle,  the  amiable 
Clarinda,  become  fo  cruel  as  to  adopt  the 

fevere  transformation?" '  "  Without 

doubt,"  fhe  replied  ;  Cela  Jefait>  &  cela 
ne  fe  fait  pas,  is  the  irrefiftible  rule  of  my 
conduct. — I  would  not,  at  prefent,  be  the 
fir  ft  to  enter  upon  extremes  in  any  thing  ; 
but  I  iliould  not  hefitate  an  inflant  to  be 
the  fecond. — I  am  very  tall,  and  it  might 
appear  ridiculous  in  the  defcription,  that 
a  foot- boy,  who  was  no  more  than  three 
feet  high,  fhould  follow  me  when  I  walked 
out ;  but,  be  allured,  if  I  faw  any  one  per  - 
fon  of  confequence  adopt  fuch  a  meafure, 
I  would  inftantly  difmifs  the  lofty  jacka- 
A  3  nape 
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/  .      • 

napes  who  is  now  behind  us,  and  transfer 
the  office  of  attending  me  on  the  prome 
nade,  to  an  imp  who  would  not  reach  to 
his  .elbow.  Nay,  if  the  DuchefTes  of  Rut 
land  or  Devon  fhire,  thought  proper  to 
wear  fhoes  of  different  colours  to-day,  you 
might  be  certain  of  feeing  my  party  co 
loured  feet  to-morrow. 

"  The  amufement  of  life,"  continued 
Clarinda^  "  confifts  in  variety  ;  a  change 
of  drefs  is  as  necefiary  as  a  change  of  food. 
Laws,  governments  and  religions  vary 
their  forms  :  manners  have  their  day,  and 
fafh ions  their  hour  -,  and  as  I  have  a  for* 
tune  that  permits  me  to  indulge  my  difpo- 
fition,  and  am  at  a  time  of  life  when  fuch 
indulgence  is  graceful,  I  mall  vary  with 
the  varying  mode ;  and  though  I  muft  not 
yet  attempt  to  prefent:  fafhion  to  the  town, 
J  (hall  be  ever  ready  to  give  my  immediate 
fupport  to  thofe  who  do.  In  fnort,  I  would 
be  a  kind  of  Camekon,  and  inftantly 

afTume 
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afliime  the  colour  of   every  fafhionable 
object  that  arifes  before  me." 

"  At  this  moment,  I  took  the  liberty 
to  a  (k    my  fair  friend,   if,  when  (he  was 
tired  of  officiating  as  a  virgin  priellefs  at 
the  altar  of  falhion,  {he  would  condefcend 
fo  far  as  to  aik  her  favourite  divinity  for 
an  hulband."      "  Be  affiired,    my  good 
friend,"  replied  {he,  in  a  tone  of  abfolute 
determination,  "  that  I  never  will  receive 
one  but  from  her :  for  if  all  the  wealth  of 
India — all  the  blood  of  the  Howards — the 
be  ft  learning  of  Oxford — and  every  accom- 
plilhment  of  Paris,  were  united  in  one  man* 
who* was  as  handfome  as  Adonis,  and  was 
actually  dying  at  my  feet,  I  fliould  not  be 
tempted  to  marry  him,  if  he  were  not  the 
falhion.'' 

5 

"  Such  were  the  lively,  graceful,  but 

eccentric  converfations,   I  frequently   had 

with  this  charming  young  woman  ;    when, 

on  the  death  of  my  father,  I  prepared  to 

A  4  indulge 
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indulge  my  ardent  defire  of  vifiting  foreign 
countries,  which  his  tender  wifa  to  have 
me  always  v/ith  him,  had  hitherto  oppofed. 
As  I  kitted  Clarinda's  hand,  on  bidding 
her  adieu,  fne  returned  her  kind  farewell, 
and  bade  me  reft  allured,  that  {he  would 
never  do  any  thing  unworthy  of  a  woman 
of  fafhion. 

"  In  a  few  months  after  my  departure 
from  England,  my  letters  informed  me 
that  (he  had  married  a  man  of  high  birth 
and  large  fortune,  for  no  other  reafon 
whatever,  but  becaufe  he  was  the  moil 
faihionable  man  of  the  day.  The  motive 
for  offering  her  his  hand,  was  of  a  fimilar 
nature;  and  they,  therefore,  joined  their 
refpective  good  qualities  and  accomplim- 
ments,  in  order  to  become  the  moil  fa 
fhionable  couple  in  the  kingdom. 

"  I  heard  no  more  of  Clarinda,  during 
the  four  years  I  employed  in  making  the 
tour  of  Europe :  but  the  very  day  after 

my 
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my  return  to  London,  I  was  on  my  way  to 
enquire  after  my  fafhionable  friend,  when 
I  met  her,  as  {he  was  parting  from  a  milli 
ner's  fhop  to  her  carriage.  She  was  going 
home,  (he  faid,  and  infilled  moft  peremp 
torily  that  I  {hould  accompany  her. 

"  General  and  friendly  falutations  had 
not  yielded  to  particular  enquiries,  when 
the  carriage  {lopped  at  her  door ;  and  as 
we  entered  her  dreffing-room,  I  exprefled  a 
polite  wifh  to  be  prefented  to  her  Lord. — 

*  Oh,   heavens !'  exclaimed  me,  burfting 
into  a   loud  laugh,   and  throwing  herfelf 
into  a  chair,  c  is  it  poflible  that  you,  who 

*  have  been  travelling  all  over  the  world, 
'  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  it,  and  are  juft 
'  arrived  from  Paris,  where  it  is  fb  well  un- 
c  derflood — is  it   poflible  that  you  could 
<  fuppofe  I  {hould  live  with  a  hufband  for 
'  four  years  ?— We  have   been    feparated 
c  thefe  fix  months,  and  {hall  never,  I  be- 
c  lieve,  unite  again. 

'  We 
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f  We  began,'  continued  fhe,   f  with  fe- 

*  parate  carriages,  as  perfons  of  rank  ought 

*  to  do ;  and,  after  the  birth  of  our  fon, 
c  we  tooi  to  feparate  apartments,  Which 
'  was  all  very  well ;  when,  on  a  fudden, 

*  though  he  abfolutely   kept    an   Opera 
'  finger,  his  Lordlhip  had  the  impudence 
c  to  be  jealous  of  me.  As  for  his  amours, 
<  I  did  not  trouble  myfelf  about  them  j— 
'  and  even  carried  my  civility  to  him  fb 
(  far,  as  to  take  a  box  at  his  Sultana's  be- 
'  nefit :  but  his  jealoufy  was  fo  vulgar,  as 

*  well  as  unjuft,  as  to  render  him  detefta- 
c  ble  ;    and  he  really  became  fo  odious  to 
c  me,  that  I  was  determined  to  leave  him. 
'  Articles  of  feparation,  therefore,    were 
c  arranged  by  mutual  confent,  and  I  am  as 

*  you  now  find  me.     A  reparation,  as  you 

*  know,  cannot  be  obje&ed  to,  but  a  di- 
'  vorce  would  be  a  very  ferious  bufinefs 
c  indeed.     The  one  keeps  me  where  I  am, 
c  and  is  a  mere  matter  of  family  difcord, 
'  with  which  the  world  has  nothing  to  do. 
c  The  other,  ariling  from  what  is    con- 

'  fidered 
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f  iidered  as  a  criminal  offence,  would  not 
'  only  exclude  me  from  the  faihionable 
'  circles,  but  deprive  me  alib  of  that  title 
'  which  gives  me  a  lead  in  them.  Jealous, 

*  therefore,  as  the  vulgar  blockhead  might 

*  be,   I  was  not  fuch  an  ideot  as  to  give 
c  him  any  real-caufe  for  being  fo,  and  the 
c  whole  town   applauds  my  conduct.  —  I 

*  promifed  you,  my  good  friend,'  continu 
ed  Ihe,  with  a  fmile,   c  that  I  would  not  do 

*  any  thing  unworthy  of  a  woman  of  fa- 
'  fhion,  and  you  fee  that  I  have  kept  my 
(  word.' 

"  And  fo  much,"  added  the  Demon, 
(C  for  forming  the  difpofitions  of  the  female 
mind:  —  For  you  fee  the  govcrnefs  laughs 
moil  heartily  at  the  conclufion  of  the  ftory,, 
and  the  young  academics  join  in  the 
mirth. 

"  However,.  I  muft  now  fummon  your 
attention  to   the  leclure    of    the    fecond 


A  6  VIRTUE 
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VIRTUE  RECOVERED. 

*'  Conftantia  was  the  daughter  of  a  man 
of  family,  in  Scotland,  who  had  long  been 
fettled  in  Holland,  and  amaifed  a  large 
fortune  by  commerce  in  that  country. — 
Her  mother  died  in  bringing  her  into  the 
world,  and  her  only  brother  was  an  officer 
of  rank  in  the  fervice  of  the  Republic. — 
Conftantia  was  beautiful,  but  her  beauty- 
was  by  no  means  equal  to  the  more  folid 
excellencies  of  her  mind.  From  her  fa 
ther  fhe  appeared  to  inherit  prudence  -}  and 
from  her  brother  fhe  learned  that  chafte 
referve  and  elevated  dignity,  which  while 
they  are  confidered  as  noble  qualities  in 
our  fex,  always  appear  with  a  fuperior 
luftre  in  the  other. 

"  With  fuch  a  cultivated  underftand- 
ing,  and  fuch  ftrength  of  mind  as  Con 
ftantia  porTcfTed,  her  heart  was  not  with 
out  the  influence  of  common  circumftan- 

ces: 
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ces  :  but  love,  that  levels  all  ranks,  and  re 
moves  all  diftin&ions,  at  length  ufurped 
the  dominion  of  it. 

"  An  Englifh  gentleman,  who  had  in 
herited  from  an  illuftrious  family  all  their 
fpirit,  but  none  of  their  pofTeflions  ;  whofe 
heart  was  rich  in  every  noble  virtue,  but 
whofe  fword  was  all  his  portion,  ferved 
in  the  troops  commanded  by  her  brother. 
It  was  eafy  to  diftinguifh  in  him  a  foul  and 
a  defcent  ill-fuited  to  his  fortune. — His 
Colonel  did  not  want  the  difcernment  ne- 
cefTary  to  make  fuch  a  difcovery  ;— he  pi 
tied,  he  honoured,  and  he  loved  him. — 
The  refpect  with  which  he  was  received 
in  her  family,  firfl  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  charming  Conftantia  to  him.— She 
thought  it  her  duty  to  compaflionate  and 
reverence  what  her  brother  pitied  and  ad 
mired  ;  and  thefe  fentiments  foon  quick 
ened  into  the  moft  tender  and  generous 
paflion. 

"Mr. 
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<e  Mr.  M ,  whofe  modeft  nature 

would   not   have  afpired   to  the  love  of 
Conftantia,  and  whofe  gratitude  and  friend* 
fhip  were  difpofed  to  check,  on  his  part,, 
any  impulfe  towards  an  object  which  he 
coniidered  to  be  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
fortune,    could   not,    however,   refill    the 
happinefs  of  being  beloved  by  fuch  a  wo 
man. — He  faw  the   mofl  charming  of  her 
fex  regard  him  with  a  look  of  tendernefs 
beyond  the  common  dictates  of  friendlhip 
or  companion.     He  endeavoured  to  fmc- 
ther   the  fen  fib ili ties  which  fuch  a  parti 
ality  awakened  in  his  breaft;  he  ftruggled 
againft   the  pafilon  which    now  pofTefled 
him,  but  in  vain ;  every  consideration   at 
length  yielded  to  his  love;  and  he   feiz- 
ed   an   opportunity,  which   was  willingly 
afforded  him,  of  making  known  to  Con- 
ffontia  his  grateful  adoration.      He  was 
heard  with  the  partial  favour  of  lincere 
paflion;  and  Conftantia,   fuperior   to  ciif- 
guife,  acknowledged  the  fentiments  of  her 
heart. 

«  But 
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"  But  their  union  did^jiot  depend  upon 
her;  the  confent  of  a  father  and  the  appro 
bation  of  a  brother  were  to  be  obtained. 
The  tafk  was  difficult,  but  love  is  enterpri- 
ling,  and  the  enamoured  fair  one  undertook 
herfelf  to  foiicit  the  fanction  on  which  the 
happinefs  of  her  future  life  depended.  The 
brother  was  moil  likely  to  be  gained,  and 
the  firft  application,  therefore,  was  made 
to  him.  Having  heard  the  anxious  wiflies 
of  his  fitter's  heart,  he  applauded  the 
\\iidom  of  her  choice — he  admired  the  dif- 
intereftednefs  of  her  paffion,  and  he  offered 
the  fincereft  congratulations  to  his  friend ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  informed  them 
both  of  his  ferious  expectation,  that  a  be 
coming  regard  from  the  one,  and  an  en 
tire  obedience  from  the  other,  would  be 
paid  to  the  determination  of  his  father, 
whatever  it  might  be.  But  that  determi 
nation  blafted  all  their  hopes.  The  con 
fent  which  was  fo  eafily  obtained  from  the 
brother,  was  abfolutely  refufed  by  the  fa 
ther  3  and  the  fon,  in  whofe  character  filial 

obedience 
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obedience  was  the  predominant  principle, 
cxacled  a  promife  from  his  friend,  under 
the  moft  folemn  fanction  of  his  honour, 
that  he  would  never  more  renew  his  feli 
citations  to  Coriftantia.  Mr.  M 

would,  at  any  time,  have  facrifked  his  life 
to  fuch  an  engagement : — But  his  honour 
yielded  to  his  paflion,  and  he  continued 
an  occaiional,  but  mofl  fccret  intercourfe 
with  the  beloved  object  of  it. 

"  At  this  time  the  feverity  of  domeftic 
misfortune  had  forced  the  amiable  Mi 
randa,  with  her  little  family,  to  feek  an 
afylum  in  Holland.  She  had  been  the  early 
affociate  of  Conltantia;  and  the  misfortunes 
of  the  one,  and  the  late  difappointment  of 
the  other,  heightened  the  renewal  of  thofe 
fentiments  which  they  had  mutually  en 
tertained  at  a  former  period.  In  every 
thing  but  her  love,  Miranda  was  the  con 
fidante  of  her  charming  friend :  fhe  had 
frequently  folicited,  with  the  moft  lincere 
and  heart-felt  anxiety,  to  know  the  caufe 

of 
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of  that  melancholy  which  feemed  to  be  a 
forerunner  of  defpair,  but  had  long  foli- 
cited  in  vain.  At  length,  the  fecret  which 
had  been  withheld  from  the  mod  earned 
entreaties  of  Miranda,  was  unexpectedly 
communicated  by  the  wretched  Conflantia* 

c  You  have  feen  Mr.  M ;  but  in- 

e  terrupt  me  not  with  a  recital  of  his  vir- 
*  tues, —  for  know,  I  am  pregnant  by 
4  himl' 

cc  Her  friend  was  dumb  with  amaze 
ment  at  this  alarming  information  ;  but 
her  mournful  ailonifhment  was  changed 
into  Lnexpreflible  horror,  when  fhe  heard 
the  refolutions  that  followed  it.  '  I  am 
e  certain,'  continued  the  defpairing  Con- 
flantia,  f  alas  !  too  certain  that  my  furious 
'  brother  will  not  be  contented  with  a  lefs 
'  facrifice  than  the  life  of  his  wretched 
'  fifter,  her  unborn  infant,  and  its  unhappy 
'  father  j  no  other  atonement  will,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  his  rigid  honour, 
c  wipe  off  the  infamy  from  the  name  I 

<  have 
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c  have  difgraced.     Great  ills  muft  be  fuf- 
*  fered  to  obviate  greater  evils,  and  I  have 
c  refolved,  with  a   fpirit  that  no   remon- 
c  flrance  can  lhake,  on  the  courfe  1  am 
'  to  purfue.     I  have  no  alternative, — there 
c  is  but  one  way  left  for  me, — and  I  con- 
'  jure  your  eternal  and  inviolable  fecrecy, 
'  when  I  have  difclofed  it- to  you.     It  is 
c  my  determined  purpofe  to  retire,  imme- 
'  diately,  to  a  place  which  I  (hall  commu- 
(  nicate  to  no  one  but  my  friend. — There 
(  I  fhall  live  unknown,  and,   if  poflible, 
(  unfeen  and  unattended.     I  muftencoun- 
*  ter  the  hour  of  pain  alone  $  and  if  I  iliould 
<  furvive,  which  I  know  not  how  to  wifh, 
c  thefe  hands  muft   deftroy  the  innocent 
f  offspring  of  my  unhappy  love.     If  I  re- 
€  turn,  be  fecret ;  but  fhould  I  return  no 
c  more,  I  make  it  my   laft  requeft,  that 
c  you   v/ill  inform  the  father  of  my  child 
'  how  its  mother  perifhed.' 

cc  The  tears  which  flowed   in  flreams 
from  the  eyes  of  the  devoted  Conftantia, 

were 
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were  mingled  with  thofe  of  her  afflicted 
friend,  as  they  embraced  each  ether.- — *  I 
'  have,  it  is  true,  bound  inyfelf  to  fecre- 
'  cy,'  replied  Miranda  ;  '  but  there  is  one 
c  condition  which  muft  be  fulfilled  by  you, 
(  or  the  obligation  to  which  I  have  given 
c  an  unreflecting  affent,  will  be  immedi- 
c  ately  violated  by  me  :  what  I  afk  of  you, 
c  will  not  be  attended  with  difficulty,  nor, 
c  I  truft,  with  pain  $  and  if  you  refufe  the 
'  compliance  I  requeft,  then  I  fhall  think 
'  that  it  would  be  a  crime  of  the  moft  hei- 

*  nous  nature,  mould  I  hefitate  to  betray 
c  you.     Promife  me,  then,  that  before  you 
c  lay  the  hands  of  death  on  the  poor  inno- 

*  cent  babe,  you  will  cover  it  with  raiment, 
'  kifs  its  little  lips,  and  give   it  the  nou- 
c  rifhment  of  your  breaft,  which  nature 
c  will  have  prepared  fork.'     The  promife 
was  folemnly  made — it  was  fealed  in   the 
embrace  of  friendfhip;  and  that  very  even 
ing,  the  defpairing  Conftantia  took  her 
flight. 

"An 
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"  An  univerfal  aftonifhment  prevailed 
among  her  friends-  on  her  departure.—  Her 
family  were  diftrefled  beyond  expreffion, 
and  her  lover  was  in  a  flate  of  grief  little 
fhort  of  diftradion.  —  The  moil  diligent 
enquiries  were  made  in  vain  ;  every  re- 
fearch  -proved  fruitlefs  ;  and  all  purfuit 
eluded.  —  It  was  not  till  after  the  painful 
expectation  of  fever  al  tedious  months  that 
the  difconfolate  Miranda  heard  from  her 
abfent  friend.  At  length  a  letter  arrived, 
which  contained  nothing  more  than  two 
lines  of  invitation  to  a  village  on  the  con 
fines  of  Holftein.  She  knew  it  to  be  the  wrii 
ting  of  Conilantia,  but  the  brevity  of  its 
contents  made  her  tremble  for  the  fituation 
of  her  friend.  She  did  not,  however,  delay 
a  moment  in  obeying  the  call;  and  tra 
velling  in  all  poffible  fecrecy,  flie  arrived 
half  dead  with  agonizing  apprehenfions,.  at 
the  door  of  a  little  cottage  to  which  flie 
had  been  directed.  On  entering  this  hum 
ble  dwelling,  fhe  beheld  her  friend  pale 
and  emaciated,  but  bearing  in  her  arms 

the 
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the  fmil ing  pledge  of  her  unviolated  pro- 
mife.  <  I  have  obeyed  you,  Miranda/ 
half  fmil  ing  as  me  fpoke;  'T  have  com- 
*  plied  with  the  terms  which  you  impofed 
'  on  me,  and  nature  has  done  the  reft.' 

"  Conftantia's  abfence  was  univerfally 
imputed  to  the  defpair  of  difappointed 
love;  and  fufpicion  itfelf  did  not  lufpedr. 

the  real     caufe    of    it.     Her   fecret  was 
i 

buried  in  the  grave  of  Miranda's  faithful 
bofom;  and  the  unconfcious  infant  was 
.confignedto  the  maternal  care  of  her  friend. 
The  fugitive,  at  length,  returned  to  her 
home,  and  was  received  not  only  without 
reproach,  but  with  all  the  kindnefs  of  the 
moft  tender  affection.  But  this  was  not 

all  ; — Mr.  M who  had  been  called 

to  England  on  the  death  of  a  richrelation, 
-who  had  made  him  his  heir,  was,  at  this 
time  come  back,  in  the  pofledion  of  an 
ample  fortune.  That  content  which  was 
lately  refufed,  was  now  moft  readily  grant 
ed  5  and  he  was  foon  united  to  the  refcucd 

object 
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objc6t  of  his  faithful  pailion.  He  foon 
after  returned  with  his  bride  to  his  native 
country,  where  Conftantia  lived  and  died 
an  honour  to  the  name  Ihe  bore." 

<c  This  is  -a  very  affecting  tale,"  faid 
Don  Cleofas,  "  and  I  perceive  that  the 
young  lady  who  read  it,  has  paid  the  tri 
bute  of  her  tears  to  its  diftrefies.  But  I 
have,"  continued  he,  "  no  little  curiofity 
to  know  the  fentiments  of  the  governefs  on 
the  fubjecl." 

c<  She  fheds  no  tears  on  the  occafion,  I 
allure  you/'  faid  the  Demon  ;  "  her  opi 
nion  is,  that  Conftantia  was  a  very  fortu 
nate  woman;  and  that  female  honour  prin 
cipally  conlifts  in  the  art  of  concealing 
every  thing  that  may  tend  to  impair  it. — 
But  as  fhe  fees  that  the  ftory  has  made  one 
of  her  pupils  weep,  and  the  other  two  look 
rather  ferious,  fhe  has  delired  the  third 
young  lady  to  proceed  in  her  part  of  die 
evening  leftures.  You  will,  therefore,  be  fo 

obliging 
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obliging  as  to  honour  me   with   your  at 
tention." 

4  TAI^E  of  other  TIMES. 

<c  ALTAMONT,  a  Knight  of  renown,  paf- 
fed  over  many  a  dreary  wild,  and  through 
many  a  gloomy  foreft,  thinking  on  the  loft 
THEODORA  :  —  At  length,  not  knowing 
where  to  go,  he  let  the  bridle  fall  on  the 
neck  of  his  Heed,  and  folding  his  arms,  in 
an  attitude  of  fullen  forrow,  he  left  the 
beaft  that  bore  him,  to  take  the  way  he 
chofe.  €  There  is  no  path,'  faid  Altamont, 
6  in  this  miferable  world,  that  will  not  lead 
'  me  to  defpair  !  '  —  Having  made  this  fad 
ejaculation,  he  funk  into  a  train  of  melan 
choly  reflections,  from  whence  he  was  foon 
awakened  by  the  following  command  of 
fome  invifible  power  :" 


Val'rous  Knight,  approach  the  gate  j— 
Sound  the  horn— nor  fear  thy  fate. 


Amufed 
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<c  Aroufed  by  the  voice  from  his  mourn 
ful  lethargy,  he  raifed  his  eyes,  and  by  the 
glimmering  light  of  the  moon,  that  peeped 
from  between  the  clouds,  he  faw  a  {lately 
caille  juft  before  him.     He  inftantly  ap 
proached  the  entrance*  whofe  mafly  gates 
flew  back  as   he  founded  the  horn ;  and 
when  he  palled  through  them,  a  dwarf  ap 
proached  with  humble  obeifance,  to  hold 
the  bridle  of  his  horfe,  as  he  alighted: — 
when  turning  round/ to  addrefs  himfelf  to 
the  miihapcn  attendant,  his  fleed  fnorted, 
flames  of  fire,  and   difappeared  in  a  mo 
ment,  with  the  dwarf  who  held  him.     The 
Knight  flopped,  for  a  few  moments,  to  reco 
ver  from  his  aftonimment,  and  then  pafled 
on  into  a  fpacious  court,  furrounded  with 
lofty  pillars,  whofe  tops  emitted  fmall  livid 
flames,  juft  fufficient  to  difcovcr  the  fkele- 
tons  clad  in  armour,  that  hung  below.     As 
he  gazed  with   renewed  aftonimment  on 
the  fearful  fcene  around  him,   the  voice 
repeated 

Through  yonder  portals  take  thy  way  j 
Be  brave,  be  watchful,  and  obey. 

i  «  Al  ta- 
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u  Altamont  now  entered  the  caftle,  and 
pafling  through  a  veftibule  lighted  by 
various  lamps,  fixed  in  human  (culls,  he 
,  afcended  a  flight  of  fteps,  when  a  figure 
of  mifhapen  form,  horrid  demeanour,  and 
armed  with  a  mace  of  iron,  prepared  to  op- 
pofe  his  paflage.  The  Knight  drew  his 
fword,  and  the  combat  began  with  mutual 
fury.  Thrice  the  monfter  lifted  up  his 
horrid  weapon,  and  thrice  he  mifled  his 
aim  $ — the  fourth  blow  fell  upon  the  (hield 
of  Altamont,  and  funk  him  down  -on  one 
knee  to  the  ground;  when,  as  the  furious 
ihape  was  preparing  to  complete  his  ven 
geance,  the  Knight  recovered  from  his 
fall,  and,  with  renewed  agility,  plunged 
his  fword  into  the  bofom  of  his  antagonifl, 
who  uttering  a  dreadful  fhriek,  vanifhed 
into  air  ;  when  there  inftantly  arofe,  from 
the  place  where  he  fell,  a  tree  ©f  the  dark- 
eft  verdure,  whofe  leaves  trickled  down 
drops  of  blood. 

cc  Altamont,  after  a  fhort  paufc,  pur- 
fued  his  way  undifmayed,  and  came  to  the 
,  VOL.  III.  B  entrance 
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entrance  of  a  fpacious  hall.    It  was  hung 
with  black,  and   faintly    illuminated   by 
tapers  :    on  either  fide  of  it  were   fix  gi 
gantic  fkeletons,   clad  in  winding-fheets, 
and  each  of  them  fitting  by  the  fide  of  a 
grave.     At  the  end  of  this  immenfe  cham 
ber,  he  beheld  a  kind,  of  altar,  whereqn  an 
human  figure   appeared  to  repofe.     The 
Knight  approached, — and,  with  inexprefll- 
ble  grief,  beheld  his  Theodora  locked  fail 
in  the  bonds  of  enchantment.  She  was  warm 
with  life,  but  infenfible  of  his  prefence, 
and   deaf  to  his  lamentations  5 — her  eyes 
were  clofed,  and  her  limbs  were  motion- 
lefs  ;  and  when  he  feized  her  hand,  to  awa 
ken  her  from  the  trance,  fhe  heaved  a  deep 
figh, — the  tapers  were  inftantly  extinguifh- 
ed, — and  all  was  darknefs. 

"  Altampnt,  fatigued  with  his  journey, 
and  exhaufted  in  the  combat,  but  yet  more 
opprefled  by  forrow  and  difappointment, 
aid  his  fword  on  the  altar,  and  reclined  his 

head 
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head  on  the  refpiring  bofom  of  his  love, — 
when  the  voice  again  exclaimed, 

Let  not  deep  your  eye-lids  clofe, 

Be  vigilant,— and  end  your  woes.  » 

"  The  Knight  lifted  up  his  head  and 
fighed, — he  bedewed  the  altar  with  his 
tears  ; — he  addrefled  the  ftars,  which  now 
glimmered  through  the  cafements,  and 
waited  with  impatience  for  the  mornitigl 
The  morning,  at  length,  began  todawniit¥*- 
the  fun  appeared  above  the  horizon,  and 
the  moment  its  early  ray  beamed  on  the 
face  of  Theodora,  a  bell  began  to  toll,  and 
at  the  third  ftroke,  the  twelve  fkeletons 
plunged  into  their  graves,  which  clofed  in 
a  moment  over  them : — The  bell  renewed 
its  awful  found, — loud  peals  cf  thunder  fol 
lowed, —  blue  lightnings  flafhed, —  the 
battlements  of  the  cattle  fell — Altamont 
feized  his  fword,  and — 

"  Here/'faid  the  Demon,  fmiling,  "  the 
young  lady  drops  her  book,  as  you  fee, 
B  2  from 
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from  affright,  and  hides  her  face  with 
her  hands,  while  her  two  fillers,  from'  a 
limilar  influence.,  are  become  as  motionlefs 
as  the  enchanted  lady  on  the  altar.  The 
governefs  forces  a  laugh  on  the  occafion ; 
but  Iheis  not  without  her  imaginary  alarms; 
and  fo  much  for  that  branch  of  inftru6Uon 
which  is  to  ftrengthen  the  minds  of  her 
pupils.  However,  to  diflipate  the  fears  of 
the  young  people,  as  well  as  her  own,  flie 
will  read  a  flory  in  her  turn,  and  is 
now  configning  the  knotting-  fhuttle  to  her 
work-bag,  to  take  up  the  volume  on  the 
table  before  her,  from  whence  fhe  will 
feledt  an  hiftory  to  her  own  fancy,  that  is 
to  conclude  the  literary  ftudies  of  the 
evening." 

"  If  her  hiftory  has  any  enchantments 
in  it,"  replied  Don  Cleofas,  "  they  will 
be  of  a  very  different  nature,  I  fhould  im- 
gine,  fromthofe  which  we  have  juft  heard  $ 
we  are  not  going  to  have  any  more  exam 
ples  of  the  horrible  $  we  lhall  hear  no 

more, 
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more,  I  fancy,  of  fpirits  and  fpedlres,  and 
trees  diftilling  blood,  and  combats  with 
monfters." 

«  The  lady,"  anfwered  Afmodeus,  "is 
on  the  moment  of  fatisfying  your  curiofity, 
and  I  mall  not  anticipate  her  in  the  agree 

able  bufinefs." 

i<#  lv^l 

The  governefs  read  as  follows  :  — 


THE   WIFE  OF 

A  Tale  of  the  twelfth  Century. 

"  A  fcholar  who  came  to  Befan9bn  to 
finifh  his  fludies,  conceived  a  violent  in 
clination  for  a  merchant's  wife  in  the  town, 
and  he  endeavoured  by  every  means  he 
could  devife,  to  introduce  himfelf  to  the 
lady.  At  length  he  accomplimed  this 
defirable  object,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as 
to  render  himfelf  agreeable  to  her  ;  but  his 
gallant  afliduities  and  the  continual  repe- 
B  3  tition 
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tition  of  his  vifits,  excited  fome  degree  of 
jealoufy  in  the  hufband,  who,  in  order  to 
be  fatisfied  if  there  was  any  real  caufe  of 
fufpicion,  employed  his  little  niece,  whom 
he  had  brought  up  in  his  family,  for  that 
purpofe. 

.  . ;.  :fii:."^  HlfjJ*  #T  V^T    r  'W   ":  ?')'''-//  "Iff  • 

a  This  girl  was  admirably  well  quali 
fied  for  the  employment  afligned  her>  as 
fhe  was  very  fhrewd,  for  one  of  her  years  5 
but  more  particularly  as  fhe  was  not,  in 
the  leafl  degree,  fufpected'  by  the  parties. 
One  day  as  the  fcholar  preffed  the  dame, 
in  the  mod  ardent  manner,  to  confent  to  a 
fecret  meeting,—  c  I  cannot,  at  prefent,' 
anfwered  the  wife,  €  by  any  means  grant 
'  your  requeftj  but  have  a  little  patience — 
€  it  will  not  be  long  before  my  hufband 
'  will  take  a  journey  which  he  now  medi- 

*  dates ;  and  we  (hall  then  have  frequent 

*  opportunities  of  feeing  each  other,  which 
c  may  be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  means 
c  I  fhall  poflefs  of  conducting  you  to  my 
'  apartment,    without  the    poflibility  of 
c  being  feen  by  any  one ;  as  my  hufband, 

c  when- 
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c  whenever  he  goes  from  home,  if  it  be 
'  but  for  a  day,  always  leaves  in  my  pof- 
'  feflion  the  key  of  the  garden-gate/ 

Cf  Unfortunately  for  them,  this  conver- 
fation  was  overheard  by  the  little  fpy  ,and 
fhe  haftened  away  to  carry  the  intelligence 
to  her  uncle •>  who,  on  being  acquainted 
with  his  wife's  defigns,  refolved  to  form  an 
inftant  plan  for  the  detection  of  the  lovers. 
He,  therefore,  made  a  pretence  that  he  was 
obliged  to  take  a  journey  into  Germany, 
on  fome  commercial  bufinels,  and  gave 
notice  to  his  wife  to  prepare  every  thing 
for  his  fetting  out  on  the  following  day. 

"  He  accordingly  departed  at  an  early 
hour  of  the  morning1,  but  at  night  returned 
to  Befan^on,  and  haftened  to  take  his  poft 
at  the  garder>gate,  being  firmly  perfuaded 
that  the  fcholar  had,    in  the  mean  time, 
received  notice  to  repair  thither.     His  con 
jecture  was  well-founded ;  for  he  had  not 
remained  long  in  that  fituation,  before  the 
B  4  impa- 
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impatient  lady  came  and  opened  the  gate ; 
when  fhe  found  her  hufband  waiting,  and 
in  the  perfuafion  that  it  was  her  lover, 
embraced  him,  and  took  him  by  the  hand> 
to  lead  him  to  her  chamber.  The  good 
man,  that  he  might  not  be  difcovered,  fol 
lowed  in  filence,  concealing  his  face  with 
the  hood  of  his  cloak. 

ec  But  it  is  of  all  things  the  mofl  diffi 
cult  to  deceive  an  artful  woman.  The  very 
great  precaution  of  her  gallant,  made-  her 
fufpecl:  that,  at  leaft,  it  was  not  the  fcholar 
who  was  accompanying  her,  and  a  very 
little  examination  convinced  her  that  it  was 
her  own  dearly  beloved  hufband :  however, 
with  an  extraordinary  prefence  of  mind, 
fhe  faid  to  him,  as  if  fhe  continued  to  take 
him  for  her  gallant,  '  How  rejoiced  I  am, 

*  my  dear  friend,  that  you  have  been  fo 
c  punctual  to  your  appointment;  never- 
•*  thelefs,  I  cannot  enjoy  the  pleafure  of 

*  your  company  till  all  the  family  are  gone 

*  to  reft  5  but  come  along  with  me,  I  will 

<  hide 
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'  hide  you  in  a  place  of  fecurity ;  and  as 
«.  foon  as  every  thing  is  quiet,  I  will  return 
*  and  conduct  you  to  my  apartment ;  where, 
'  I  truft,  you  will  find  a  reception  that  will 
r  amply  reward  your  patience.' 

rc  It  fometimes  happens  that  the  afs  has 
one  thing  in  contemplation,  and  the  driver 
another  ;  and  that  was  precifely  what  the 
jealous  hufband  experienced  on  the  prefent 
occafion.     He  was  certain  he  fhould  catch 
his  wife  in  the  fnare  which  he  had  laid  for 
her,  and  was  himfelf  caught  in  it.     The 
cunning  woman  led  him  to  a  lower  room , 
where   (he  requefted  him    to  remain    in 
iilence,  and  having  locked  the  door,  (lie  re 
turned  to  the  garden-gate,  where  (lie  found 
the  fcholar  waiting,  in  his  turn ;  who,  to 
fay  the  truth,  met  with  a  much  better  re 
ception  than  (he  had  given  to  her  hu(band, 
and  was  haftily  conducted  to  her  apart 
ment. 

"  After  fome  carefTcs,  v/hich  it  would  be 

unnatural  for  two  lovers  who  had  fo  long 

£5  wiflied 
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wiflied  for  the  prefent  meeting,  to  deny 
each  other,  ihe  went  down  flairs  to  fpeak 
to  her  fervants.  *  You  have  feen,'  faid 
fhe,  *  a  fcholar  come  frequently  to  my 
'  houfe.  It  is,  I  know  not  how  long,  that 
'  I  have  been  teazed  with  his  ridiculous 

*  and  importunate  addrefles  -9  and,  till  this 
€  moment,  I  have  never  been  able  to  con- 
'  trive  any  proper  and  effectual  means  to 

*  get  rid  of  him.     But,  at  length,  in  order 
'  to  cure  him  of  his  difgraceful  paflion,  I 
'  have  been  obliged  to  make  a  pretended 
'  aflignation  with  him,  in  the  abfence  of 
c  my  hufband.     He  is  now  actually  fhut 

*  up  in  one  of  the  lower  chambers ; — here 

*  is  the  key,  go  and  chaftife  him  as  he  de- 

*  ferves,  that  he  may  never  again  be  trou- 

*  bled  with  an  inclination  to  feduce  a  wo- 
c  man  of  character.     If  you  perform  the 

*  bufmeis  to  rny  fatisfaclion,  I  promife  that 

*  you  ftiall  have  plenty  of  the  befl  wine  in 

*  your  mailer's  cellar,   to  regale  you  oa 

*  your  return.' 

"  The 


IN     ENGLAND*  35 

"  The  whole  family  was  roufed  in  an 
inftant : — Every  one  in  the  houfe,  the  foot 
man,  the  cook,  the  fcullion,  the  chamber 
maids,  the  little  niece  herfelf,  with  two 
nephews  of  the  merchant,  hurried  away, 
and  providing  themfelves  with  canes  and 
whips,  rufhed  into  the  lower  chamber, 
where  the  hufband  was  confined,  and  wrap- 
-ping  up  the  poor  man's  head  in  the  hood 
of  his  cloak,  to  prevent  him  from  giving 
the  alarm,  they  belaboured  him  without 
mercy.  The  unhappy  victim,  after  a  moft 
fevere  beating,  was  carried  out  of  the  houfe, 
and  thrown  upon  a  dunghill.  The  tri 
umphant  lady  performed  her  promife,  by 
treating  them  all,  on  their  return,  with  the 
bed  wine  of  Burgundy,  and  then  went 
quietly  to  fupper  with  her  gallant* 

"  .As  for  the  jealous huiband,  the  difci- 
pline  he  had  received  reduced  him,  as  may 
be  fuppofed,  to  a  very  deplorable  condi 
tion,  and  very  early  the  next  morning,  he 
was  brought,  half  dead,  to  his  own  houfe. 
B  6  His 
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His  wife  was  awakened  by  the  fervants, 
from  a  plealing  dream,  which  continued 
in  her  fancy  the  agreeable  engagement  of 
the  preceding  night,  to  be  informed  of  the 
melancholy  accident  which  had  befallen 
their  matter.  She  immediately  rofe,  threw 
on  her  cloaths  in  hafte,  and  hurried  away, 
with  a  well  ^iffembled  terror  in  her  looks, 
to  enquire  the  caufe  of  his  misfortune. — 
He  alfo,  but  from  a  very  different  motive, 
diflembled  in  his  turn,  and  told  her  that 
he  had  been  attacked  on  the  road  by  rob 
bers,  and  left  half  dead  upon  the  fpot. — 
Alarmed  at  this  information,  me  ordered  a 
medicinal  bath  to  be  immediately  prepared 
for  him, — attended  him  with  the  moft  af- 
liduous  care,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
beft  medical  advice,  he  foon  recovered. — 
However,  amidft  all  his  fufferings,  he 
thought  himfelf  extremely  fortunate  in 
having  acquired,  even  at  the  expence  of  fo 
much  pain  and  mortification,  the  indubi 
table  aflurance  of  his  wife's  virtues ;  and 
continued,  from  that  time,  to  conduct  him 
felf 
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felf  towards  her  with  the  moft  confidential 
love  and  affe&ion." 

<c  This  is  juft  fuch  a  moral  ftory,"  faid 
Don  Cleofas,  "  as  I  expedled ;  and  the 
reader  of  it,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  fim- 
per  on  her  countenance,  and  the  manner 
in  which  fhe  (huts  her  book,  is  firmly  of 
opinion,  that  jealoufy  in  an  hufband,  is 
that  kind  of  impertinence  which  cannot 
be  too  fevercly  treated." 

"  That  is  not,"  anfwered  the  Demon, 
cc  the  moil  improbable  conjecture  which 
has  efcaped  your  Lordfhip,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  evening.  We  have,  however, 
beftowed  a  fufficient  portion  of  it  on  this 
party ;  and  I  Ihall  only  add,  that  the  young 
ladies  will  now  turn  to  their  piano  forte ; 
when  the  eldeft  will  warble  a  fong  in  Ita 
lian,  the  fecond  in  French,  and  the  young- 
eft  in  Englifh  ;  all  of  which  will  turn  upon 
the  improving  fubject  of  love  and  lovers  : 
They  will  then  have  each  a  jelly  for  their 

fup- 
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(uppers,  and  retire  to  their  chamber ;  where 
they  will  talk  over,  with  their  waiting- 
maid,  the  fuperior  advantages  of  a  life  of 
fafhion — the  poflibility  of  a  woman's  loling 
her  chaftity,  without  loling  her  reputation, 
— the  awful  moralities  of  ghofts,  goblins, 
and  enchantments, — and  the  bed  method 
of  curing  jealous  hufbands  — Thus  are 
children  of  fafliion  educated,  whole  fa- 
fhionable  mothers  entruft  the  culture  of 
their  minds  to  fafhionable  governefles." 

"  But  who  is  that  high-drefled  lady/* 
laid  the  Count,  "  who  has  this  moment  en 
tered  the  large  room  on  the  firft- floor ; 
SLpikwith&femtntde  chambre  holding  lights 
on  each  fide  of  her,  is  examining  her 
whole-length  adjuftments  in  a  glafs  at  the 
end  of  it  2" 

"  I  arn  glad  fhe  did  not  efcape  us,"  an- 

.  fwered  Afmodeus,    <c  for  Ihe  is  the  mother 

of  the  young  people  above  ;  and  is  juft 

come  from  a  three  hours  attendance  on 

the 
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the  ceremonies  of  her  toilette.  She  will 
now  proceed  to  pay  a  fcore  af  vifits ;  fhew 
herfelf  at  two  or  three  aflemblies ;  drop 
in,  for  half  an  hour,  at  a  private  concert ; 
and  then  join  a  card  party  of  her  intimate 
friends,  where  fhe  will  fup,  and  return  home 
about  an  hour  before  the  time  when  her 
daughters  ufually  rife." — "  I  am  glad  to 
find,"  faid  the  Count,  "  that  they  are,  at 
lead,  taught  to  keep  good  hours."  "  If 
the  fame  proper  attention,"  replied  the 
Demon,  "  was  employed  to  improve  their 
minds,  as  is  pra&ifed  to  preferve  their 
health,  and  cherilh  their  beauty,  they  would 
become  ornaments  to  their  lex."  "  But 
has  the  lady,''  demanded  the  Count,  "  no 
huiband  ?  and  have  thefe  children  no  fa 
ther  ?" — u  Moft  certainly  yes,"  anfwered 
the  Demon ;  "  and  he  is  a  very  worthy, 
amiable  and  well-bred  man  -3  but  he  has  a 
place  at. Court,  and  is  withal  a  Member  of 
Parliament ;  fo  that,  what  with  the  duties 
required  by  his  ftation,  and  the  duties 
claimed  by  his  country,  he>  poor  gentle- 
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man,  is  fo  entirely  occupred,  as  to  have  nor 
time  whatever  to  attend  to  thofe  of  his 
family." 

te-ftr;^/t:Vi  jtfH  /  V^0ra<?r  '"$•& 

"  In  the  houfe  adjoining,"  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  "  I  fee  an  elegant  female  figure 
d refled  in  a  fuperb  difhabille,  lolling  on  a 
fofa ;  before  her  is  a  table  with  a  writing 
equipage  on  it,  and  a  porcelain  vqfe  of  an 
enormous  lize,  which  is  there,  I  prefume> 
for  fome  medicinal  purpofe.— The  lady 
has  the  languid  air  of  indifpofition,  and 
has  been,  perhaps,  prefcribed  by  her  phy- 
ficians,  fome  fort  of  local  bath  or  embro 
cation,  which  is  contained  in  this  china 
veflel."  "  I  rather  flatter  myfelf,"  an- 
fwered  Afmodeus,  "  that  the  explanation 
of  this  peculiar  fcene  will  give  you  a  new 
and  very  unfufpected  example  of  female 
caprice. 

«c  The  lady  is  afSi&ed  with  no  other 
diforder  but  that  to  which  young  married 
women,  are  naturally  fubjecl.     It  is  be 
tween. 
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tween  feven  and  eight  months  fmce  a  very 
accompliihed  nobleman  led  her  to  the 
altar,  and  fhe  is  now  pretty  far  advanced 
in  her  firft  pregnancy.  But  having  been 
accuftomed  to  be  admired,  and  to  admire 
herfelf  for  her  fuperior  lhape  and  figure, 
fhe  is  not  only  very  much  difTatisfied  with 
the  growing  alteration  of  her  form,  but 
alfo,  from  a  peculiar  kind  of  modefly,  or 
as  fome  good-natured  people  would  call 
it,  affectation,  fhe  is  extremely  afhamed 
of  the  circumftance.  To  conceal,  there 
fore,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  appearance 
of  her  encreafing  circumference,  fhe  has 
employed  every  poflible  contrivance  in  the 
arrangement  of  her  drefs  ;  and  to  turn  the 
curious  eyes  of  her  vifitants  from  the  ftate 
of  her  own  figure,  fhe  has  ordered  a  flu- 
pendous  tea-pot,  which  contains  a  cooling 
phtifane,  to  be  placed  on  the  table. 

<c  This  fingular  fcheme  has  hitherto  had 
the  defired  fuccefs;  and  her  vifiting  ac 
quaintance  are  fo  engaged  in  contempla 
ting 
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ting  the  fize  and  curiofity  of  this  capacious 
Vcjfel,  that  her  particular  fituation  has  hi 
therto  been  unnoticed  by  them.  She  calls 
it  optical  policy  ;— but  of  all  this  fanciful 
nonfenfe,  the  infant  which  makes  her  a 
mother,  will  entirely  cure  her.  Her  Lord, 
from  this  ridiculous  conduct,  is  full  of 
alarms  and  apprehensions  that  fhe  will  not 
love  the  child  when  it  comes  into  the  world ; 
but  he  will  find  himfelf  moft  agreeably 
miftaken : — She  will  prove  as  fond  and  as 
tender  a  parent  as  ever  yearned  over  the 

babe  at  her  bread. 

x-  >i  <^:;::>:.^)rr?*--,nj:>:  gftu&tfan? 

rc  Let  me,  however,  at  prefent,  beg  of 
you,0  continued  the  Demon,  cc  to  caft 
your  eyes  towards  the  upper  apartment  of 
the  houfe  to  the  left  of  us,  where  an  elder 
ly  lady  is  quietly  taking  a  glafs  of  that 
wholefome  cordial  which  is  fo  comfortable 
to  chilly  ftomachs  and  dejeded  fpirits." 

"  But,"  interrupted  Don  Cleofas,  "  if  I 
am  not  greatly  deceived,  Ihe  appears  to  be 

pre- 
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preparing  herfelf  for  confolation  of  a  very 
different  and  more  elevating  nature ;  for, 
from  the  velvet  cufhion  on  the  carpet,  and 
the  large  book  placed  againft  the  back  of 
a  chair,  I  mould  imagine  that  the  old 
lady  is  qualifying  herfelf  for  the  devout  qf- 
fering  of  her  evening  orifons." 

"  It  is  even  fo,"  replied  the  Demon  •> 
c<  and  the  object  of  her  devotions  is  of 
fuch  a  fingular  nature,  that  I  fhall,  without 
apology,  enter  into  a  little  hiflorical  ex 
planation  of  them. 
« 

"  This  lady,  when  {he  was  about  fixteen, 
was  what  is  called  a  pretty,  black-eyed 
girl ;  but  me  has  now  patted  her  fiftieth 
year,  and  bears  not  any  traces  of  her  for 
mer  charms.  She  married  at  a  very  early 
period  an  honeft,  good-natured,  country 
gentleman,  who  left  her  at  the  age  of  forty- 
fix,  a  fprightly  widow,  with  every  difpofi- 
tion  to  receive  another  hufband. 

«B7 
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"  By  employing  arts, — an  account  of 
which  I  fhall  not  prolong  my  ftory  to 
relate, — and  directing  the  whole  artillery  of 
her  experience  againft  a  very  handibme 
young  gentleman  in  her  neighbourhood, 
who,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  had  very 
feldom  been  from  home,  fhe  foon  perfuaded 
him,  to  the  infinite  regret  of  his  friends 
and  relations,  to  accompany  her  to  the 
altar,  and  take  a  legitimate  poffeffion  of 
her.  She  did  not,  however,  like  giddy,  in- 
confidcrate  wives,  lay  aiide,  after  marriage, 
the  attractive  graces  which  gained  an 
hufband's  affections ;  but  continued  them, 
with  unremitted  attention,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  heart  Ihe  had  won. 

cc  After  having  patted  fome  time  in  the 
country,  and  expofed  her  young  hufband  at 
every  race  and  arTembry  in  the  neighbour 
hood,  fhe  became  anxious  to  {hew  herfelf 
in  all  the  pride  of  matrimonial  happinefs, 
amidft  the  fafhionablefcenes  of  the  capital ; 
to  whirl  her  Adonis  round  the  wheel  of 

Ranelagh, 
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Ranelagh,  and  exhibit  him  to  the  envy 
of  youth  and  beauty,  in  a  fide-box  at  the 
play-houfe,  or  in  the  pit  of  the  Opera. 

"  This  was  the  irreparable  error  of  her 
life,  and  to  the  filly  vanity  which  occa- 
fioned  it,  (he  owes  the  tormenting  anxiety 
that  now  embitters  her  days,  and  will  con 
tinue  to  harafs  her  to  the  conclufionof 
them.  In  the  country,  fhe  could  keep  her 
darling  fpoufe,  as  it  were,  within  her  own 
pale, — preferve  him  from  all  danger  of  fe- 
duclion,  and  place  him  at  a  diftance  from 
the  attractions  of  elegant  beauty;  but  fhe 
had  been  a  very  ihort  time  in  London, 
when  fhe  found  his  attentions  leflen — his 
fondnefs  diminifh,  and  his  ardour  evapo 
rate.  In  his  morning  walk,  for  fhe  could 
no  longer  keep  him  for  ever  by  her  fide, — 
and  in  his  evening  ramble,  of  which  he 
would  not  always  be  deprived, — he  faw, 
and  became  acquainted  with  forms  fo  dif 
ferent  from  that  which  he  continually  be 
held  at  home,  as  to  fill  his  mind  with  dif- 

guft 
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guft  at  the  light  of  his  antiquated  wife, 
and,  of  courfe,  to  render  her  importunate 
carelTes  irkfome  and  naufeating. 

"  This  natural  change  in  his  conducl, 
did  not,  as  we  may  fuppofe,  improve  the 
comfort  of  his  domeftic  life  ;  on  the  con 
trary,  tears,  reproaches,  and  bitter  bewail - 
ings,  feemcd  to  threaten  the  very  exiftence 
of  it.  Finding,  however,  that  all  this  me 
lancholy  bulinefs  would  not  lucceed,  Ihe 
determined  to  play  the  coquette,  and  call 
injealoufy  to  aid  her  endeavours  to  re- 
ftore  thole  affections  which  were  fpeeding 
haftily  from  her. — But  this  ftroke  of  poli 
cy  did  not  fucceed;  for  jealoufy  would 
not  come  at  her  call, — and  the  carelefs  huf- 
band  was  well  pleafed  to  leave  his  difap- 
pointed  wife  in  a  fete  a  tete  with  a  young 
half-pay  officer,  whom  me  appeared  to  en 
tertain  with  very  diftinguilhed  partiality, 
in  order  to  go  in  fearch  of  company  which 
he  found  far  more  attractive. 

2  "  This 
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"  This  plan  proving  unfuccefsful,  was 
followed  by  a  determination  to  employ  her 
whole  attentions  on  the  renewal  of  hex 
fhattered  form,  and  the  reftoration  of  a 
wrinkled  vifage.  For  this  purpofe,  her 
toilette  was  covered  with  all  the  various 
lotions  which  promife  to  age  the  bloom 
of  youth  -, — the  purchafed  hair  compofed 
her  ringlets, — artificial  teeth  repaired  the 
ruins  of  her  mouth, — cork  hips  and  pads 
were  contrived  to  give  a  feeming  round- 
nefs  to  her  fkinny  fhape, —  the  plumes 
waved  on  her  head, — the  tranfparent  gauze 
half  difplayed  a  whitened  bofom, —  the 
whole  art  of  millinery  was  employed  in 
external  decoration,  and  ihe  breathed  all 
the  odours  of  the  perfumer's  fhop. 

"  The  hour  of  afiured  victory  drew  nigh, 
and  {he,  at  length,  prefented  herfelf  in 
all  her  glory,  to  her  expecting  hulband,  at 
the  moment  of  his  return  from  an  ap 
pointed  vifit  to  a  little  milk-maid  in  a  gar 
ret,  who  had  no  other  beauties  but  thofc 

of 
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nature.  Difappointment,  however,  too  of 
ten  treads  on  the  heels  of  hope  ;  and  Ihe 
was  received,  not  with  the  ardour  of  awa 
kened  paflion,  but  with  all  the  chilling 
aukwardnefs  of  furprife  and  amazement. 

"  At  length,  deprived  of  every  human 
means  of  comfort,   like  the  reft  of  man 
kind,  when  all  earthly  hopes  fail,  me  de 
termined  to  make  her  appeal   to  Heaven. 
She   therefore,  immediately    ordered  the 
large  velvet  cufhion,  on  which  ihe  is  now 
kneeling,  enriched  it  with  all  the  fplendour 
of  fringe  and  taffels,  bought  a  new  magni 
ficent  bible,  furnifhed  herfelf  with,  every 
manual  form  of  prayer,  and  me  now  daily 
paffes  fome  of  the  many  leifure  hours  her 
faithlefs  huiband  leaves  her  to  herfelf,  in  ad- 
drefling  Heaven  to  re  form  his  affections  to 
her  ardent  wifhes :  but  Ihe  has  not  yet  re 
flected  that  the  sera  of  miracles  is  paft,  and 
that  nothing  but  a  fnpernaturai  interference 
can  make  a  young  man,  pofleffing  all  the 
means  and  faculties   of  enjoying  the  plea- 

furcs 
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youth  that  continually  tempts  him,  to  af- 
fume  even  the  complaifant  appearance  of 
being  fatisfied  with  the  imperfect  raptures 
of  age  and  deformity. 

"  This/'  continued  the  Demon,  Cf  is  the 
folly  of  devotion ; — I  fhall  now  proceed  to 
ihew  you  fomething  like  the  blafphemy  of 
it.  Give  your  attention,  if  you  plealc,  to 
what  is  pafling  in  that  large  houfe  to  the 
right,  whofe  principal  apartment  blazes 
with  noon  tide  fplendour,  and  tell  me  what 
appears  to  be  going  forward  there  -,  for  I 
very  much  queftion  whether  you  will  trufl 
your  fenfcs  at  the  fight  of  fuch  an  extra 
ordinary  fpe&acle."  "If  my  eyes  do 
not  deceive  me,"  replied  Don  Cleofas, 
<c  or  your  worfhip  has  not  thought  pro 
per  to  amufe  me  with  an  illufion,  I  per 
ceive  a  kind  of  Hate-couch,  on  which  re- 
pofes  a  white  cat,  adorned  with  lace  and 
diamonds,  with  a  litter  of  her  young  ones 
robed  in  fattin.  A  large  company  is  ailb  af- 
VOL,  III.  C  fembled 
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femblcd  in  the  apartment,  as  it  appears,  for 
the  ceremony  of  ibmc  fplendid  fcene  of 
feftivity. 

cc  Be  allured,  my  good  friend/'  replied 
Afmodeus,  "  there  is  no  deception  what 
ever.  You  behold  a  miferable  reality,  that 
is  Ihocking  to  human  nature,  and  is  the 
unnatural  work  of  a  female  being,  who  is 
a  difgrace  to  it. 

"  She  is  a  woman  of  rank  and  immenfc 
fortune,  who  has  lately  danced  on  the 
grave  of  the  beft  hufband,  and  the  mod  ac- 
complifhed  nobleman  in  this  country, 
whofe  days  her  enormities  cut  ihort ;  and 
fhe  now  prefers  the  animals  you  fee  fo 
highly  diftinguimed,  to  the  children  which 
he  left  behind  him. 

(C  A  favourite  cat  has  lately  become  a 
mother,  and  the  fame  ceremonies  wait  up 
on  the  circumftance,  as  if  it  was  a  rational 
being  of  the  firft  merit  and  diftindtion. — 
The  fplendid  couch  is  prepared  exprefsly 

for 
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for  the  occafion,  the  creature  is  decorated 
with  all  the  fuperb  jewels  of  the  family ; — 
the  young  ones  are  arrayed  in  more  coftly 
habits  than  this  defpicable  woman  ever  al 
lowed  to  her  own  children,  and  a  moft 
elegant  fupper,  with  mufic,  is  preparing, 
and  a  dance  will  clofe  the  feftival.  The 
guefts,  indeed,  as  may  well  be  fuppofed, 
are  not  perfons  of  her  own  rankj  but  her 
principal  tradefmen  and  their  families ; 
who,  to  preferve  the  favour  of  fuch  a  weal 
thy  cuftomer,  fubmit  to  be  prefent  at  the 
Ihocking  ceremonials  that  me  is  now  pre 
paring  ; — for  to  complete  the  abominable 
bulinefs,  the  new- born  kittens  will  all 
be  baptized,  in  ftrift  conformity  to  the 
rites  of  the  eftablifhed  church  of  this  coun 
try  j  except  that  fhe  will  be  obliged  to  em 
ploy  her  butler  to  read  the  fervice,  inilead 
of  a  clergyman. 

"  If  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  throw 

a  glance  towards  the  flair-cafe,  you  will 

there  fee  a  little  boy  drowned  in  tears,  and 

C  2  fobbing 
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fobbing  with  diftrefs.  That  is  her  eldell 
fon,  the  poirdTor  of  his  father's  titles,  and 
the  heir  of  her  fortune,  who  is  difcarded 
from  her  prefence,  to  the  pity  of  the  fer- 
vants,  and  is  wifhing  moft  devoutly  that 
he  were  a  cat,  for  then  he  thinks  his  mother 
would  love  him." 

"  I  could  almoft  believe/'  faid  the 
Count,  cc  that  this  woman  is  one  of  the 
worft  of  your  confraternity,  who  has  affu- 
med  the  female  form  of  human  nature,  to 
perpetrate  fome  peculiar  mifchief." 

"  By  no  means/'  anfwered  the  Demons 
"  fuch  characters  are  the  worft  calculated 
of  any,  to  forward  the  end  of  our  mifiions. 
When  vice  is  pra6Ufed  to  fuch  an  excefs, 
and  with  (imilar  audacity,  it  operates  as  a 
powerful  antidote,  inftead  of  a  feducing 
example.'' 

"  But  I  have  neglected,"  added  Afmo- 
deus, cc  to  point  out  to  you  the  miftrefs  of 

all 
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all  this  precious  buiinefs."  "Iwillex- 
cufe  you  that  trouble/*  anfwered  the 
Count :  "  I  with  you  to  (hew  me  human 
beings,  and  notmonfters." 

"  I  cannot  difapprove,"  faid  the  Demon, 
"  humanly  fpeaking,  of  the  abhorrent  in 
dignation  that  occupies  your  mind ;  but 
to  convert  it  into'  a  more  pleafing  fenti- 
ment,  I  fhall  introduce  you  to  a  fcene  that 
ennobles  the  human  charader,  and  is  now 
concluding  in  the  (mail  houfe  almoft  oppo- 
lite  to  us,  which  I  had  hitherto,  pafled  by, 
in  order  that  I  might  direcl:  your  atten 
tion  thither  at  the  moment  a  buiinefs  fo 
worthy  your  regard  was  transacting  in  it." 

"  I  perceive,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  as  I 
fuppoie,  a  family  afTembly  >  and  from  the 
variety  of  parchments  which  I  fee  on  the 
table,  I  may  not  be  very  much  out  in  my 
conjecture,  if  I  prefume  that  a  matrimo 
nial  contract  is  compleating  there,  under 
€3  -  the 
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the  influence  of  the  bell  and  noblefl  paf- 
fions  of  the  human  breaft." 


"  They  are  all,  it  is  true,"  replied  Af- 
modeus,  fc  concerned  in  the  bufinefs, 
though  it  is  not  immediately  calculated 
to  end  in  a  wedding. — It  is  briefly  as  fol 
lows  : — 

*'  The  gentleman  at  the  upper-end  «f 
the  table,  has  been  for  fome  years  paft,  a 
governor  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  k  returned 
with  a  large  fortune,  which  is  one  among 
the  very  few  that  have  been  gained  in  a 
country  of  plunder  and  oppreflion,  without 
reproach. — He  hai  not  been  arrived  many 
days,  and  before  he  has  provided  an  houfe,  a 
carriage,  or  almofl  a  fervant,  has  beftowed 
on  all  his  near  relations  an  ample  indepen 
dence.  Having  done  this  to-day  for  them, 
to-morrow  he  will  begin  to  think  of  him- 
felf. —  The  lady  who  fits  near  him  is 
his  mother,  the  reft  are  his  brothers  and 
their  children."  "  Indeed/'  exclaimed  Don 

Cleofos, 
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Cleofas,  "  if  there  is  any  thing  in  this  world 
that  can  elevate  envy  into  a  virtue,  it  is 
fuch  an  acl,  and  fuch  an  aflcmbly  as  this." 

"  Imuftnow,"  faid  the  Demon,  "  re- 
queft  your  Lordfhip  to  accompany  me  in 
palling  the  roof  behind  us,  when  weihall 
find  ourfelves  commodioufly  fuuated  to 
make  our  obfervations  on  what  is  going 
forward  in  the  next  ftreet." 

This  arrangement  was  inftantly  accom- 
plifhed  ;  and  the  firft  object  which  enga 
ged  the  notice  of  Don  Cleofas,  was  a  lady 
(irelied  in  black,  who  was  furrounded  by 
feveral  grave  perfons  of  both  fexes,  with 
books  in  their  hands,  and  engaged  in  fing- 
ing,  while  a  little  blind  girl  accompanied 
them  on  an  organ.  "  There  appears," 
laid  the  Count,  c;  in  the  room  immediately 
before  us,  to  be  fomething  of  Concerto  Jpi- 
ritualf,  which,  however,  I  do  not  very 
well  comprehend.0 

C  4,  "   It 
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"  It  is  as  you  conjecture/'  replied  Af- 
modeus,  <(  a  meeting  of  devotion,  and  is 
held  at  the  houfe  of  a  woman  of  fortune, 
who  is  a  warm  protectrefs  of  a  religious 
feft  known  by  the  name  of  Method ifls  ; — 
and  while  the  party  are  ringing  their  hymns, 
I  will  accompany  them  with  the  hiflory  of 
the  lady. 

<c  She  is  a  rich  widow,  and  pofTefTes  no 
fmall  remains  of  that  beauty  which  was 
very  triumphant  in  its  vernal  day.  At  a 
fafhionable  boarding-fchool,  me  imbibed  a 
tafte  for  novel  reading,  which  has,  more 
or  lefs,  governed  the  fubfequent  courfe  of 
her  life.  From  that  board ing-fchool,  thanks 
to  the  influence  of  a  circulating- library, 
fhe  ran  away  with  an  handfome  young  of 
ficer  of  fmall  fortune,  and  lived  with  him 
for  almoft  two  years,  upon  love  in  a  cot 
tage.  She  bore  up  againft  the  dulnefs  of 
retirement  with  fome  degree  of  refolution, 
and  reded  what  happinefs  me  could  connect 
with  her  iituation,  not  on  the  feelings  of 

her 
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her  heart,  but  on  the  different  pictures 
that  noyelifts  had  given  of  love  and  foli- 
tude. 

"  Her  deareft  Henry  was  as  little  con 
tented  with  his  fituation  as  herfelf ; — he 
had  long  been  tired  of  tracing  true  lover's 
knots   in  fnow,    during  the  winter,  and 
crowning  his  Myrtilla's  hair  with  chaplets 
of  wild  flowers,  during  the  fairer  fealbns  of 
the  year :    and  as  the  relations  of  his  wife 
were  inflexible,  and  fhe  wanted  three  years 
of  legal  maturity,   he  was  determined  to 
leave  her  to  the  care  of  an  old  aunt,  and 
take  a  reviving  peep  into  the  world   at 
large.     But  the  unexpected  death  of  an 
elder  brother  fortunately  put  an  end  to  this 
plan  of  operations,  and  his  confequent  fuc- 
ceilion  to  a  good  eftate  reconciled  his  wife's 
relations  to  their  marriage,  and    furnifhed 
all  the  means   of  figuring  in   the  world, 
which  was  fo  fuited  to  the  difpofitions  of 
them  both. 


The 
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"  The  hurry  of  pleafure,  and  the  novel 
ty  of  fafhionable  life,  took  her,  at  once, 
from  her  favourite  ftudies;  and,  except 
while  her  hair  was  drefTing,  Ihe  feldom 
looked  into  a  book.  But  a  life  of  pleafure 
is  a  life  ofexpence,  and  Henry's  fortune 
funk  beneath  the  demands  which  elegant 
diflipation  made  upon  it.  He,  however, 
poiTefled  the  refolution  to  retire  in  time 
to  his  country  refidence,  in  order  to  purfue 
a  plan  of  ceconomy,  which  promifed,  in  * 
very  few  years,  to  re-eftablifh  his  affairs. 

"  Myrtilla,  amidft  the  pleafures  of  the 
capital,  had  conceived  an  abfolute  horror 
at  every  idea  of  fequeftered  life,  and  heaved 
a  bitter  iigh,  and  fhed  a  flood  of  tears  as 
her  coach  drove  from  the  door  of  an  ele 
gant  town-houfe  which  Ihe  was  to  inhabif 


no  more." 


'  Dry  your  tears,  my  love/  faid  Henry, 
*  and  weep  no  more.  We  have  facrificed 
<  fufficiently  to  pleafure  $  let  us  now  pay 

s  our 
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f  our  adorations  to  reafon.  I  (hall  amufe 
'  myfelf  in  the  cultivation  and  the  im- 
*  provement  of  my  *eftate,  and  you  muft 
c  employ  your  time  in  the  inftrudlion  of 
'  your  mind.  London  has  known  you  as 
c  a  beauty  $  and,  on  your  return,  it  fhall 
'  afford  you  equal  admiration  as  a  Woman 
c  of  fuperior  underftanding.'  "  Amid 
all  her  afflictions  flie  was  flattered  at  this 
idea;  and  on  her  arrival  in  the  country, 
prepared  herfelf  for  ftudious  employments. 

"  She  began  her  fludies  with  Clclia,  Caf- 
fandra,  and  the  elder  romances,  purfued 
her  courfe  along  the  fairy  ground  of  fefi- 
timent,  fo  beautifully  difpofed  by  Richard- 
fon ;  and  continued  her  literary  route  thro' 
all  the  various  paths  in  which  his  miierable 
imitators  feduce  the  incautious  mind  to 
forget  itfelf. 

"  Her  brain  being  thus  ftored  with  every 

tender  and  heroic  fentiment,  and  adorned 

with  all  the  high- wrought  pictures  of  happy 

C  6  or 
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or  wretched  life ;  fhe  took  the  lead  in  the 
converfationsofher  neighbourhood, — kept 
'fquires  in  order,— and  made  vicars  filent 
by  her  powerful  elocution.  Enamoured 
of  that  genius  which  could  work  fuch  won 
ders  in  the  country,  fhe  began  to  languifh 
for  the  moment  when  fhe  could  unveil 
her  talents  to  the  aflemblies  of  the  capital, 
and  turn  the  envy  which  had  been  formerly 
levelled  at  the  beauty  of  her  perfbn,  to  the 
fuperior  powers  and  brilliance  of  her  mind. 

"  At  this  period  her  hulband  was  at 
tacked  with  a  fever,  caught  by  frequently 
vifiting  a  fick  tenant,  which  in  a  few  days 
coniigned  him  to  the  tomb,  and  fhe  was 
left  a  widow  with  a  large  jointure,  and 
without  reftraint. 

"  As  foon,  therefore,  as  the  dirges 
due,  and  fad  array  of  her  dear  Henry 
would  admit,  fhe  fet  off  for  London,  and 
engaged  in  thofe  focieties  which  afforded 
her  an  opportunity  of  entering  on  the  ca 
reer 
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rccr  of  her  ambition.  But  among  men  of 
fcience,  and  women  of  the  world,  her  high- 
flown  rhapfodies gained  no  credit;  and  with 
every  prepofleilion  in,  her  own  favour,  fhe 
could  not  but  perceive  that  flie  was  an  ob 
ject  of  ridicule  inftead  of  applaufe. 

cf  Thus  was  her  ardour  of  becoming 
confpicuous  feverely  checked  -t    but  it  was 
by  no  means  fupprefTed  ;    and  obferving 
that  many  perfons  whofe  understandings 
fhe  held  to    be  very  inferior  to  her  own, 
made  no  inconfiderable  figure,  by  boldly 
attacking  common  opinions,  and   haran 
guing  againft  religion  itfelf,  under  the  guife 
of  deftroying  vulgar  prejudices,  (he  was  de 
termined  to  commence  unbeliever;  and  had 
already  begun  to  read  fome  of  the  moft  fa- 
fhionable  deiflical  writers;  when,  in  difpu- 
ting  with  an  artful  methodifl  clergyman,  he 
fb  contrived  to  work  upon   her  vanity  and 
animate  her  fenfibility,  that  her  fuperftruc- 
ture  of  infidelity  was  at  once  deflroyed,  and 
fhe  is  now  become  a  boafted  difciple  of 

the 
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the  tabernacle.  Her  fortune  gives  her 
there  the  moft  flattering  confequence ;  her 
enthufiafm  is  alfo  warmed  by  the  moft  ele 
vating  objects  j  and  the  idea  of  being  ca 
nonized  as  a  Saint,  makes  her  ample 
amends  for  having  been  defpifedas  a  Wit." 

"  This  is,  I  prefume,  a  religious  quar 
ter  of  the  town/1  faid  Don  Cleofas;  "  for 
in  the  very  next  houfe  there  is  a  tete  a  tete, 
which  feems  alfo  to  be  of  a  devotional  ten 
dency  : — For  the  gentleman  whom  1  fee 
engaged  in  reading  to  a  lady,  appears,  by 
his  habit,  to  be  an  eccleiiaftic ;  and,  from 
the  gravity  of  her  appearance,  I  fhould 
fuppofe  that  fhe  is  giving  her  attention  to 
a  difcourfeon  fome  fubject  of  a  pious  na 
ture." 

"  You  are  perfectly  right,"  anfwered 
Afmodeus ;  "  and  the  occafion  of  this  lec 
ture  will  furnifh  you  with  a  very  ridicu 
lous  example  of  profeflional  vanity. 

"You 
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"  You  muft  know  then,  that  this  good 
lady  is  very  lately  recovered  from  a  feverc 
illnefs,  which  her  phyfician,  who  is  of  the 
firfl  eminence,  pronounced  to  be  irrecover 
able  j  and  this  excellent  clergyman,  who 
is  a  famous,  popular  preacher,  in  order 
to  afford  the  laft  proof  of  gratitude  to  his 
patronefs,  had  prepared  a  fermon  full  of 
eloquence  and  eulogium,  to  grace  her  fu 
neral.  But  nature  contrived,  fomehow  or 
other,  to  difappoint  the  expectations  both 
of  the  medical  and  theological  doctor ;  and 
the  lady's  recovery  rendered  ufelefs  this 
laboured  fpecimen  of  poflhumous  adu 
lation. 

"  The  anxious  divine,  however,  who  is 
too  proud  of  his  favourite  competition,  to 
let  it  remain  entirely  unknown,  has  waited 
upon  the  lady  who  is  the  iubjedl  of  it,  to 
inform  her  of  its  hiftory,  and  to  requeft  the 
favour,  fmce  fhe  is  alive,  to  hear  all  the  fine 
things  he  intended  to  have  faid  of  her,  in 
cafe  fhe  had  been  dead.  Curiofity  has  in 
duced 
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duced  her  to  yield  to  his  importunity,  and 
you  may  difcover,  by  the  occafional  fimper 
on  her  countenance,  what  (he  thinks  of  the 
folemn  flattery  of  the  difcourfe,  and  the 

*  filly  vanity  of  the  author  of  it.     When  he 
has  finifhed  the  bufmefs,  he  will  defire  her 
acceptance  of  it ;    and,  as  foon  as  he  has 
taken  his  tea,   and  taken  his   leave,  this 

"  pompous  oration,  which  was  intended  to 
confign  her  fo  honourably  to  the  tomb, 
will,  in  return,  be  complimented  with  a 
Roman  funeral ; — for  fhe  will  inftantly 

•  throw  it  into  the  fire. 

"  In  the  houfe  to  the  right,"  continued 
the  Demon,  "  there  is  another  tete  a  tete\ 
for  your  Lordfhip's  obfervation.  Thofe 
good  people,  however,  have  nothing  to  do 
with  fermons  or  manuals  of  fpiritual  devo-[ 
tion  ; — their  ftudy  is  confined  to  that  d( 
fcription  of  hieroglyphics  which  are  exhi-l 
bited  in  a  pack  of  cards.  *—It  is  a  gentle 
man  and  his  lady,  who  are,  this  evening,] 
engaged  to  an  aflembly,  and  are  preparinj 

them! 
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themfelvcs,  by  the  practice  of  a  few  fecret 
manoeuvres,  to  make  the  party  a  matter 
of  profit  as  well  as  pleafure.  The  hif- 
tory  of  thefe  people  will  not  prove  unen- 
tertaining,  and  I  mail  therefore  requeil  you 
to  favour  it  with  your  attention. 

cc  Mrs.  B is  of  a  refpeclable  fa 
mily,  had  a  genteel  fortune,  and  was  mar 
ried  at  an  early  age,  to  an  amiable  man, 
who  has  a  very  profitable  place  in  one  of 
the  public  offices,  with  the  income  of  which 
they  might  fupport  themfelves,  not  only  in 
real  comfort*  but  moderate  elegance,  did 
not  the  love  of  cards  abforb  all  other  ob- 
jedts,  and  not  only  induce  her  to  rifk  fums 
which  her  fituation  will  not  admit  of  lo- 
fing,  but  render  her  wholly  inattentive  to 
that  ceconomy,  without  which,  wealth  it- 
felf  muft  melt  away.  Her  huiband,  who 
was  not  originally  fond  of  card-table  dU 
verfions,  to  preferve  peace,  and  render  his 
life  quiet,  has  brought  himfelf  not  only 
to  the  habits  of  play,  but  alfo  to  a  painful 

anxiety 
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anxiety  for  the  gains  of  it ;  and  his  leifure 
hours,  which  ufed  to  be  employed  in  lite 
rary  amufemems,  are  now  wholly  devoted 
to  the  demon  of  gaming. 

"  This  infatuated  woman  employs  all 
the  thoughts  of  the  morning  upon  the  par 
ty  to  which  {he  is  engaged  in  the  evening. 
If  that  is  fixed,  me  is  happy  j  if  it  is  doubt 
ful,  me  is  anxious  ;  but  if  it  cannot  by 
any  means  be  arranged,  me  is  miferable, 
fractious,  and  intolerable ;  fo  that  her  huf- 
band,  when  the  unfuccefsful  run  of  a  few 
rJ£ht£  h^s  reduced  their  finances,  and  a 

o 

few  days  feceffion  from  play  would  have 
been  very  convenient  to  his  exchequer ,: — 
has  oftentimes  fent  fome  of  his  plate  to 
a  pawnbroker,  in  order  to  raife  the  necef- 
faryfupply,  rather  than  fuffer  the  ill -hu 
mour,  violence,  and  cruel  reproaches  with 
which  he  never  fails  to  be  harafled,  when 
the  evening  paries  away  without  her  fa 
vourite  amufement. 


It 
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"  It  may,  indeed,  be  obferved  that,  in 
the  bufinefs  of  gaming,  there  is  a  time  to 
\vin  and  a  time  to  lofe,  and  though  thefe 
people  may  be  fomctimes  diftreffed  by 
lofs,  they  muft  alfo  be  fometimes  enriched 
by  gain.  This  frequently  happens  to 
them  5  and  if  the  gains  were  wifely  applied 
to  fupply  what  may  have  been  loft,  —  the 
inconvenience  arifing  from  the  card-table 
might  not,  at  the  year's  end,  be  of  any 
material  confequence  :  but  this  woman, 
when  fhe  wins,  indulges  herfelf  in  every 
extravagance,  and  when  fhe  lofes,  intrudes 

nt>^f>  t-J-.,-  mnrl  fh'-51"  OMorhf  to  flionort  k""*  **"- 
*•*""  '**&•—  ri  ----- 

mily,  to  fupply  her  wants  ;  fo  that  unlefs 
fortune  is  very  favourable  indeed,  fhe  will, 
in  the  end,  bring  down  ruin  on  herfelf  and 
her  hufband.  It  is  an  happy  circumftance 
that  fhe  has  no  children,  or  they  might  be 
facrificed  to  the  ruling  paflion  of  their 
infatuated  mother. 

Cf  But  the  mere  lofs  of  money  which 
may  be  diflipated  at  play,  though  a 

very 
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very  confiderable  evil,  does   not  form  the 

worft  partofthe  buiinefs  :   Mrs.  B •- 

is  fufFering  confequences  of  a  more  alarm 
ing  nature ;  for  every  amiable  difpofition 
Ihe  once  poffeiTed  is  departing  from  her, 
and  her  perfonal  charms  are  fading  apace 
into  premature  deformity.  The  agitations 
of  play  have  affected  her  mind,  her  man 
ners,  and  her  beauty  ;  indeed,  it  is  not 
poflible  for  them  to  refift  the  continual 
fever  of  her  fpirits.  If  me  lofes,  fhe  is 
ileeplefs  with  vexaticp ;  if  fhe  wins,  the 
emotions  of  joy  keep  her  awake ;  and  half 
the  day  is  pafled  in  that  fleep  which  the 
anxious  vigils  of  the  night  have  baniihed 
from  her  eye-lids. 

"  Another  inconvenience,  and  of  a  na 
ture  equally  injurious  and  difgraceful, 
which  refults  from  this  paflion,  is  the  pro- 
mifcuous  company  that  frequent  her  houfe 
to  afiift  her  in  the  indulgence  of  it  5  for  as 
a  love  of  card  amufements,  and  a  purfe 
equal  to  their  demands,  are  the  principal 

quali- 
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qualifications  fhe  requires  in  her  fociety, 
a  very  motley  troop  of  figures  may  be  fup- 
pofcd  to  adorn  it.  Indeed,  many  of  her 
moft  refpectable  friends  have  ceafed  toex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  the  mortification  of  be 
ing  treated  with  neglect  on  account  of 
their  indifpofition  to  the  card -table,  and 
frequent  her  houfe  no  more.  They  had 
long  found  themfelves  treated  with  cool- 
nefs,  while  ill-bred,  infolent,  and  well-dref- 
fed  characters  were  received  with  open 
arms,  and  favoured  with  the  moft  cordial 
attentions,  if  they  did  but  difcover  a  readi- 
nefs  to  form  thofe  parties  which  produce  the 
miferable  happinels  of  her  life. 

tc  In  fhort,  whoever  or  whatever  will 
contribute  to  her  favourite  amufement,  is 
not  only  preferred  to  the  man  of  virtue, 
the  woman  of  elegance,  or  the  friend,  but 
is  permitted  to  indulge  in  familiarity,  or 
pra&ife  infolence  with  patient  fubmiffion. 
An  old  gentleman,  who  is  her  near  rela 
tion,  and  intended  to  have  left  her  his 

whole 
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whole  fortune,  has  given  her  up  for  ever, 
from  the  rudenefs  with  which  he  was  treat* 
cd  by  her,  in  order  to  offer  her  adulations 
to  a  man  who  had  neither  character,  con- 
fequence  or  manners,  but  whofe  money  fhc 
hoped  to  win. 

<e  Another  circumftance  is  yet  behind, 
which  forebodes  confequences  of  a  ftill  more 
unpleafant  nature.      When  impelled   by 
temporary  diflrefs,  or  the  fear  of  lofing 
when  they  had  no  money  to  pay,    this 
wretched  woman  has  perfuaded  her  com 
plying  hufband  to  confent  to  the  previous 
arrangements  of  figns  and  tokens,  by  which 
they  might  infure  fuccefs.     This  bufmefs 
has  been  carried  on  for  a  confiderable  time, 
very  much  to  their  advantage  ;   but  fome 
have  difcovered  the  fignals,  and  others  be 
gin  to  fufpecT:  that  they  pradife  thefe  arts 
which  degrade  them  to  the  level  of  com 
mon  pickpockets.   The  confequences  that 
may  follow  are  of  an  alarming  nature^  but 
the  love  of  play,  when  indulged  to  excefs, 

is 
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is  incorrigible  j  it  deadens  the  feelings  of 
humanity, — abforbs  every  idea  of  jufticc, 
and  ends  in  a  total  annihilation  of  every 
virtuous  principle. 

*c  This  miferable  woman  began  by  be 
ing  a  dupe,  and  (he  is  on  the  point  of  con 
cluding  with  all  the  qualities  of  a  (harper. 
In  a  very  Ihort  time,  (he  will  want  nothing 
but  a  beak,  talons  and  plumage,  to  be 
come  a  bird  of  prey/' 

"  This  felf-famc  gambling,"  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  "  is,  I  believe,  a  mofl  delicious 
vice,  for  promoting  the  interefts  of  your 
con -fraternity.''  "  I  am  moft  ready  to 
acknowledge,"  anfwered  the  Demon, 
"  that  it  is  a  very  principal  fupport  of  our 
conftitution ;  and  encreafes  the  population 
of  our  country  more  than  the  aggregate 
influence  of  all  the  other  vices  of  the  hu 
man  calendar.  But  this  is  not  a  time  for 
moralizing,  and  I  fhall  recommend  you 
to  defer  that  agreeable  bufmefs  to  a  future 

period, 
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period,  when  you  may  have  leifure  to  re- 
fleci  on  the  various  fcenes  which  it  is  my 
prefent  office  to  difcover  to  you.     And,  in 
order  to  continue  the  courfe  of  them,  you 
mull  transfer  your  attention  to  the  houfe 
\vhofe  upper  windows   are  adorned  with 
pots  of  flowering  fhrubs.      It  is  a  lodging 
houfe,  and  we  will  begin  with  the  upper 
ftory,  where  you  may  fee  an  elegant  young 
clergyman,  who  is  juft  entering  the  room, 
as  fmart  as  the  canon  law  will  fuifer  him. 
He  is  juft  returned  from  dining  with  a  no 
bleman  who  is  his  patron,  and  is  haften- 
ing  to  undrefs  himfelf,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  a 
little  harlot,  with  whom  he  made  an  afligna- 
tionthis  morning  in  Kenfington-gardens. 
He  has,  however,  the  merit  of  decency  in 
the  bufmefs,  for  you  will  fhortly   fee  as 
complete  a  transformation  in  his  apartment, 
as  you  ever  faw  on  the  theatre.     The  fable 
fuit  will    be  covered  with  a  long  riding- 
coat, — his  iilk  ftockings   will   be  loft  in 
boots, — his  cane  will  be  changed  into  a 

whip, 
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whip,  and  his  fine,  beaver  into  a  round 
hat." 

"  The  metamorphofis  is  already  fo 
complete,"  faid  Don  Cleofa%  "  that"  his 
father,  were  he  to  meet  him,  would  not 
know  his  fon  :  but  now,  he  has  covered  his 
well-drefled  head  with  a  brown  wig,  I 
really  doubt,  were  he  to  look  in  the  glafs> 
whether  he  would  know  himfclf.  Among 
his  other  qualifications,  "  anfwered  Afmo- 
deus,  (<  he  is  a  good  hiftorian,  and  re 
members  that  ibme  of  the  moil  diftinguifh- 
ed  perfons  among  the  Romans,  when  they 
wifhed  to  enjoy  any  little  fcherne  incognito, 
always  applied  to  the  difguifing  aid  of  a 
periwig. 

<c  However,"  continued  the  Demon, 
"  as  his  reverence  has  fallied  forth  from  his 
chamber,  you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  let  your 
eyes  defcend  to  the  apartment  beneath  it.}> 


«  I  fee  a  lady  there,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,- 

"  to  all  appearance  very  bufily  engaged  IP 

VOL.  HI.  D  wn- 
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writing."  "And, it  is,"  interrupted  Af- 
modeus,  "  on  a  fubjeft  of  iingular  im 
portance. 

<c  That  amiable  perfon  is  one  of  the 
peevifh  clafs  of  animals  called  old  maids  : 
Ihe  is  now  near  forty,  and  lived  with  her 
father  till  he  died,  which  was  about  three 
months  ago.  Though  fhe  is  not  ugly,. and 
has  a  very  genteel  fortune,  fhe  has  pre- 
ferved,  to  fuch  an  advanced  period,  the 
boafted  ftate,of  virgin  glory.  From  the 
age  of  lixteen  fhe  has  always  profefied  a 
nioft  violent  averfion  to  the  other  fex. — , 

*  There  was  nothing  in  the  world  Ihe  hated 
(  fo  much  as  the  men ;  they  were  the  moft 
<  odious  beings  in  the  creation ;  nothing 

*  but  deceit,   falfehood,  vice,   and  every 

*  thing  that  is  bad,  was  to  be  found  among 

*  them/ — Such  were  her  conftant  declara 
tions  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  they 
really  prevented  her  from  being  well  mar 
ried,  again  and   again  :    for  fome  foolifh 
men  believed  her  to  be   fincere  in  thefe 

agree- 
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agreeable  opinions,  and,  of  courfe,  turned 
away  from  her ;  while  others,  who  were 
better  acquainted  with  the  female  heart, 
confidered  a  woman  who  was  thus  always 
railing  againft  the  men,  to  be  the  moft 
likely  of  all  others  to  play  a  flippery  trick, 
with  the  ftrft  that  came  conveniently  in  her 
way.  So  that  many  of  thefe  horrid  crea 
tures  ufed  to  fmile  whenever  me  repeated 
her  favourite  declaration,  that  as  foon  as 
her  father  died,  (he  would  retire  into  the 
country,  and  fee  no  more  of  them.  Her 
father,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  is  now 
dead,  and  the  antiquated  virgin  is  actually 
preparing  to  execute  her  refolution,  by 
retiring  into  the  country ; — but  it  will  be 
with  John,  her  handfome  young  footman, 
to  whom  me  is  now  writing  a  letter,  to 
break  the  propofal  to  him. 

cc  The  lady  on  the  ground-floor,"  con 
tinued  the  Demon,   < c  is  of  a  very  difter- 
'ent  difpofition."     "  So  I  perceive,"  an- 
fwered  Don  Cleofas ;   «  me  is  not  fuch  a 
-Da  fool 
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fool  as  to  be  always  railing  againfl  the  men 
in  public,  and  always  longing  for  one  of 
them  in  private.  Though  fhe  appears, 
alfo,  to  be  a  little  advanced  in  life,  there 
is  fomething  or  other  about  her,  but  whe 
ther  perfonal  charms  or  perfonal  property, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  determine/ that  calls 
forth  the  moil  attentive  ailiduities  of  the 
gentleman  who  is  now  paying  his  court 
to  her." 

<c  Ah,  my  good  friend,'*  replied  Afmo- 
deus,  "  your  conjecture,  though  rather 
poiitively  delivered,  does  not  poffefs  a  folid 
foundation.  Neither  love,  marriage,  nor 
amorous  intrigue,  have  any  thing  to  do  in 
the  bufinefs,  I  allure  you.  The  lady  is  a 
patient  of  her  viiitor's,  who  is  a  doctor. — 
She  is  the  wife  of  a  country  Tquire,  and 
having,  for  fome  time  pad,  taken  it  into 
her  head  to  fancy  herfelf  very  ill,  her  huf- 
band,  whofe  life  was  rendered  unhappy  by 
her  complaints,  has  difpatched  her  to  town, 
in  order  to  confult  the  London  phyfici- 

ans. 
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ans.  On  her  arrival  here,  fhe  fent  for  one 
of  the  moft  eminent  of  them ;  who,  after 
feveral  vifits,  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  tell 
her,  that  if  Ihe  had  any  diforder,  he  did 
not  pofTefs  fufficient  fagacity  to  difcover  it, 
but  that  it  was  his  firm  belief,  fhe  had  no 
diforder  at  all ;  and  advifed  her,  if  fhe 
wiflied  to  continue  in  her  prefent  excellent 
fhite  of  health,  to  quit  London  without 
delay,  and  return  to  the  air  and  exercife  of 
the  country.  Convinced  of  his  ignorance, 
and  offended  at  his  impertinence,  fhe  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  farewell  fee,  and  imme 
diately  difpatched  her  fervant  for  a  Quack  f 
whofe  advertifement  fhe  had  that  very 
morning  read  in  the  newfpapers. 

cf  This  fcientific  practitioner  no  fooner 
faw  his  patient,  than,  with  a  fuperiority  of 
penetration,  which  the  regular  difciple  of 
the  college  was  fo  unfortunate  as  not  to 
poflefs,  he  difcovered,  at  a  glance,  a  great 
variety  of  diforders,  and  accompanied  his 
difcovery  with  a  pofitive  promifc  that  they 
D  3  fhould 
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fhould  all  be  very  fhortly  removed. — This 
artful  fellow  fees  her  foible,  and  flatters  it ; 
gives  her  a  few  naufeous  drugs,  that  can  do 
her  no  harm,  tells  her  the  chit-chat  of  the 
town,  amufes  her  every  evening  at  her  tea- 
table  with  nonfenfe  and  fcandal,  and  re 
ceives  a  very  handfome  fee  for  his  pains  : 
while  Ihe  miftakes  the  cunning  of  his  con- 
duel  for  a  fuperior  fkill  in  his  profeflion, 
which  he  will  continue  to  exercife  till  he 
fufpecls  her  purfe  to  be  almoft  emptied  ; 
and  he  will  then  difmifs  her  to  the  coun 
try,  in  as  good  a  ftate  of  health  as  when 
flie  left  it."  "  And  which,  confidering 
his  profeflion,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  t6  is 
faying  a  great  deal  in  his  favour.  But  is 
it  not  aftoniihing,  that  in  this  enlightened 
nation,  empiricifm  fhould  not  only  get 
bread,  but  wealth?" 

"  If  there  were  not  fools  in  all  coun 
tries,"  anfwered  Afmodeus,  **  how  could 
the  knaves  in  them  contrive  to  live  ?  But 
you  fhould  reflect,  at  the  fame  time,  that 

though 
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chough  quackery  is  always  contemptible, 
the  profeflbrs  of    it  are  frequently  amu- 


fing. 


"  I  mull  now,  however/'  continued 
Afmodeus,  "  entreat  you  to  condefcend  fo 
f.ir  as  to  look  into  the  kitchen  apartment, 
where  you  will  fee  the  mailer  and  miftrefs 
chatting  over  a  comfortable  difh  of  tea. 
Their  defcent  to  the  bafement  (lory,  is  a 
mark  of  their  profperity,  for  then  all  their 
lodgings  are  let ;  but  you  will,  and  with 
fome  reafon,  think  it  is  a  very  great  dif- 
grace  to  the  government  of  this  country, 
that  a  brave  officer,  who  has  bled  for  it, 
fhould  be  reduced  to  connedl  profperity 
with  a  circumftance  that  degrades  him.— 
During  the  lad  war  he  performed  wonders 
in  the  (hip  of  which  he  was  firfl  lieutenant ; 
but  the  honours  he  acquired  were  borne 
away  from  him  by  his  captain,  who  was 
•immediately  advanced  for  that  fervice, 
which  was,  in  fad:,  performed  by  this  ne- 
gle&ed  officer.  Several  years  ago,  he  mar- 
D  4  ried 
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ried  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman,  who  had 
been  formerly  his  fchoolmafter,  and  had 
left  her  in  great  diftrefs  ;  and  having  got  a 
few  hundred  pounds  prize-money,  they  fur- 
nilhed  the  houie  in  which  you  now  fee 
them  ;  and  by  letting  it  out  in  lodgings, 
they  are  enabled,  with  the  pittance  of  his 
half-pay,  to  live  with  decency,  and  above 
want. — Thefe  good  people  have  a  fon,  a 
very  promifing  boy,  whom  they  have  de 
termined  to  put  out  as  an  apprentice  to 
the  trade  of  a  moemaker,  in  which  induf- 
try  and  integrity  will  get  him  a  fortune, 
Inftead  of  breeding  him  up  in  his  father's 
profeiTion,  where  the  greateft  merit  gene 
rally  pafles  without  reward,  if  it  cannot 
procure  the  favour  of  fome  powerful  pa 
tron  to  protect  and  advance  it." 

c<  This  is  a  melancholy  confideration," 
faid  Don  Cleofas ;  <s  I  am,  however,  called 
from  the  humane  fympathy  it  occafions,  by 
a  very  lovely  woman  .in  the  adjoining 
houfe,  who  is  furrounded  with  all  the  dif 
ferent 
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ferent  purveyors  of  female  elegance. — 
What  may  be  the  particular  occafion  of 
all  this  buttle  of  milliners,  mantua-makers, 
and  perfumers,  remains  for  you  to  explain, 
for  I  do  not  at  all  underftand  either  the 
reafon  or  the  folly  of  it." 


"  She  is  a  country  lady/'  anfwered  Af- 
modeus,  and  within  a  very  ihbrt  time,  was 
as  amiable  as  me  is  handfome ;  but  a  me- 
tamorphofis,  as  fudden,  and  almoft  as 
ftrange,  as  any  you  have  read  in  Ovid,  has 
taken  place  in  every  faculty  of  her  mind. — 
Her  whole  nature  has  undergone  a  very 
fingular  change,  and.  her  difpofitions  have 
taken  a  turn  that  will  poifon  her  happinefsj 
and,  if  her  hufband  does  not  exert  a  degree 
of  refolution,  which  men  cannot  always 
call  forth,  when  the  pleafure  of  a  beloved 
objeft  is  in  queftion,  flie  will  reduce  him 
to  inevitable  ruin. 

"  She  is  the  wife  of  a  country  gentleman, 
of  a  genteel  fortune,   in  a  diftant  county; 
DS  and 
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and  about  fix  weeks  fince  accompanied 
him  to  town,  on  bufinefs  which  required 
his  perfonal  attendance.  He  loves  heral- 
moft  to  idolatry,  and  fhe  has,  till  this  jour 
ney,  conducted  herfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  deferve  his  ardent  affection,  and  to  en- 
fure,  if  poflible,  an  encreafe  of  it. 

"  On  her  arrival  in  town,  fhe  contented 
herfelf  with  common  amufements,  and 
thought  not  of  any  thing  more  than  the 
neceffary  expences  of  the  capital :  fhe  was 
fearful  of  launching  into  any  extrava 
gance,  and  looked  back,  from  time  to 
time,  with  a  wilhful  anxiety,  to  the  rural 
beamies  and  tranquil  comforts  of  her  own 
home.  But,  as  it  jvere,  in  a  moment,  ihe 
was  feized  with  the  contagion  of  falhion  $ 
elated  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  dignity,  and 
hurried  into  all  the  folly,  affectation,  and 
cxpence  of  modifh  life. 

€C  Her  original  idea  of  expence  in  this 

journey  to  town,  was  a  moderate  quantity 

2  of 
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of  new  cloaths,— fome  little  fafhionable 
decorations, —  a  few  trifling  prefents  for 
her  country  friends — and  the  new  painting 
of  the  pofl-chaife. —  But  how  are  thefe 
moderate  intentions  of  prudence  and  good 
fenfe  perverted  !-— Her  apartment  is  filled, 
as  you  fee,  from  morning  till  night,  with 
mercers,  mantua-makers,  and  milliners ; 
flic  has  hired  a  French-maid, — ordered  a 
new  poft-coach, — given  directions  for  ele 
gant  liveries, — and  has  fent  an  exprefs 
command  into  the  country  to  have  the  fa 
mily  pew,  in  the  parifh  church,  fitted  up 
with  every  decoration  of  which  it  is  fufcep- 
tible.  In  fhort,  her  mind  is  occupied, 
at  prefent,  with  nothing  but  finery  and  pa 
rade.  The  poft-chaife  and  pair,  which 
brought  her  and  her  hufband  to  town,  will 
convey  her  fervants  into  the  country  5 — 
(he  will  precede  it  in  her  new  coach  and 
four,  and  exults  in  the  expectation  of  aflo- 
nifhing  the  neighbourhood  with  her  unex 
pected  fplendour.  But  her  new-fangled 
ambition  has  ftill  other  objects ;  for  inftead 
D6  of 
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of  practifing  thofe  duties,  and  exerciiing 
that  demeanour  which  have  rendered  her 
life  happy,  and  made  her  character  beloved, 
Ihe  glories  in  the  defign  me  has  formed  of 
introducing  folly,  fafhion  and  luxury,  into 
the  circle  of  her  provincial  acquaintance. 

"  But,  as  every  effect  muft  proceed 
from  fome  caufe,  be  it  what  it  may,  you 
will  very  naturally  enquire  from  what 
ftrange,  fafcinating  circumftance  this  tranf- 
formation  has  proceeded  ;  it  is  a  very  fim- 
gje  one  indeed  ; — but  fo  it  is. : — the  lady's 
Hufband  came  up  to  town  to  prefent  an 
addrefs  of  his  county  to  the  King,  and 
has  had  the  misfortune  to  be  dubbed  a 
Knight." 


"  In  the  very  next  houfe,"  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  "  I  obferve  a  gentleman  who 
feems  to  poiTefs  a  limilar  difpofition  -,  and 
if  one  may  judge  from  the  quantity  of 
trunks  and  other  packages  with  which  his 
apartment  is  occupied,  he  may  be  fuppofed 

to 
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to  have  been  preparing  himfelf  to  make  a* 
figure  alfo  in  the  country." 

"  The  country  which  he  is  about  to 
vifit,"  anfwered  Afmodeus,  "  will  require 
a  fix  months  voyage  to  take  him  to  it. — 
He  is  a  younger  brother  of  a  good  family, 
who,  among  other  elegant  propenfities, 
has  been  much  attached  to  the  gaming  ta 
ble  :  however,  he  was,  but  a  few  months 
fmce,  fuch  a  favourite  of  fortune,  as,  in  a 
very  fhort  time,  to  have  won  fo  large  a 
fum  as  feventy  thoufand  pounds. 

"  At  this  moment  his  beft  friends  in 
terfered, — advifed  him  in  the  moil  earned 
manner  to  bid  adieu  to  gaming  fociety, 
and  not  to  rifque  the  affluence  he  had  gain 
ed  by  any  future  hazard, — but  to  make  it 
the  fource  of  elegant  eftablifhment  and  real 
comfort : — His  evil  genius,  however,  re 
filled  their  counfels,  and  he  refolved  to  con 
tinue  play,  and  follow  up  his  good  fortune 
till  his  gains  amounted  to  one  hundred 

thoufand 
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thoufand  pounds  :  but  in  putting  this  in 
fatuated  refolution  into  pra&ice,  he  loft 
all  he  had  already  won,  and  became  invol 
ved,  into  the  bargain,  for  more  than  he  was 
*bte  to  pay.  His  friends,  therefore,  have 
exerted  their  laft  efforts  in  fitting  him 
out  for  the  Eaft- Indies,  and  he  will  depart 
to-morrow,  with  a  determined  refolution 
to  return  with  a  fortune  fuperior  to  that 
which  he  has  won  and  loil— or  to  return  no 


more." 


"  Every  additional  information  I  re 
ceive  from  you,  on  the  fcore  of  ga 
ming,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  tends  to  con- 
firm  me  in  the  opinion,  that  it  is  the  worft 
of  human  vices. — But  no  more  of  that : — 
My  attention  is  already  transferred  to  a 
young  lady  in  an  apartment  beautifully 
adorned  with  prints,  a  little  to  the  right  of 
us.  She  refts  her  elbow  on  the  table,  and 
her  face  on  her  hand,  and  has  the"  air  of 
extreme  dejeftion : — I  hope,  however,  it 
does  not  proceed  from  any  misfortune  of 

her 
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her  own,  but  from  fome  tale  of  tender  fic 
tion,  which  her  companion  is  reading  to 
her." 

"  They  are  two  unmarried  fillers  of 
high  rank/'  faid  the  Demon,  "  who  live 
together  ;  and  I  am  really  concerned  that 
I  cannot  gratify  your  humanity  by  the  in 
formation  that  her  diftrefs  arifes  from  any 
fympathy  with  real  or  fictitious  forrow. — 
It  is,  alas,  all  her  own;  for  the  unhappy 
lady  has  been  for  fome  time  afflidted  with 
a  dropfy,  which  is  daily  encreafing  upon 
her.  But  do  not  be  alarmed,  my  good 
friend;  a  few  weeks  retirement  in  the  coun 
try,  and  a  fkilful  midwife,  will  rid  her  of 
the  diforder. 

"  In  the  next  houfe,  you  muft  obferve  a 
company  of  falhionable  women,  who  are 
wrapped  in  the  moft  anxious  attention  to 
the  difcourfe  of  a  gentleman  drefled  in  all 
the  glitter  of  fafhionable  elegance;  and 
from  the  regard  with  which  he  appears  to 

be 
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be  favoured  by  his  fair  audience/'  anfwer- 
ed  Don  Cleofas,  cc  I  fhould  fuppofe  that 
his  converfation  is  as  finely  embroidered  as 
his  cloaths."  "  He  is,"  replied  the  De 
mon,  "  a  vain,  filly  coxcomb,  of  fome 
fortune,  whofe  whole  merit  conlifts  in  an 
elegant  appearance,  and  whofe  whole  know 
ledge  is  limited  to  the  chit-chat  of  the  day. 
He  is  now  communicating  fome  unplea- 
lant  reports  of  a  very  intimate  female 
friend  of  the  company,  which  he  himfelf 
believes  to  be  falfe,  and  for  relating  which 
he  ought  to  be  kicked  out  of  it.  But  fb 
it  is  ; — for  fuch  an  open  ear  have  fome 
people  for  fcandal,  that  they  will  hear  an 
impertinent  jackanapes  prate  upon  that 
fubjeclfor  an  hour  together  with  patience, 
whofe  mouth  they  would  moft  willingly 
padlock  upon  any  other. 

"  In  the  upper  flory  of  the  houfe  ad 
joining,  is  a  man  of  a  very  different  cha 
racter,  and  whofe  lot  in  life  is  of  that  na 
ture,  to  furnifh  a  certain  fpecies  of  philofo- 

phy 
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phy  v/ith  arguments  againfl  the  only 
fource  of  folid  happincfs  to  mortal  beings, 
the  belief  in  an  over-ruling  providence  : 
but  though  formed  for  deeds  of  enmity  to 
mankind,  I  am  too  fmcere  a  friend  to  you, 
not  to  endeavour  to  guard  you  againft 
thofe  errors  in  which  I  would  willingly 
involve  the  reft  of  the  human  race. 

"  This  gentleman  was  the  foil  of  an  of 
ficer  in  the  army,  who  fell  in  the  field  of 
battle,  and  left  this  boy,  whofe  mother 
had  died  two  years  before,  to  the  care  of 
an  elder  brother,  whole  great  object  in  life 
had  been  to  raife  a  moderate  eftate  by  con 
tinual  care  and  honeft  parfimony,  into  a 
large  one.  The  uncle,  who  had  never  been 
married,  and  was  a  man  of  a  fingular  cha 
racter,  brought  him  up  as  his  own  fon, 
and  had  made  him  the  heir  of  his  fortune. 

"  The  youth  grew  up  the  admiration  of 
all  who  knew  him,  for  his  amiable  man 
ners,  as  well  as  his  uncommon  attainments ; 

,     but, 
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but,  unluckily  for  him,  hepofTeflfed  alfo  a 
friendly  heart,  and  a  fympathiiing  fpirit ; 
for  having  borrowed  a  few  guineas  of  his 
uncle's  houfe -keeper,  to  make  up  the  fum 
of  twenty  pounds,  in  order  to  relieve  one  of 
his  intimate  acquaintance  from  a  ruinous 
embarr ailment ;  the  poor  woman,  to  pleafe 
her  mailer,  as  fhe  thought,  with  this  ex 
ample  of  his  nephew's  goodnefs,  related 
the  circumftance  to  him.  But  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  humane  information,  turn 
ed  out  very  different  indeed  from  what  the 
poor  woman  looked  for,  or  any  humane 
perfon  would  expect  j — for  the  old  gentle 
man  became  outrageous  on  the  occafion — 
accufed  her  of  caballing  with  his  nephew 
againft  him — reprobated  his  conduct  in  the 
moil  unjuft  terms — and  having  difmifled 
her  from  his  fervice,  he  immediately  altered 
his  will,  and  left  his  eftates  to  a  diftant,  an 
unexpecting,  and  unworthy  relation :  fo 
that  when  he  died  fhortly  after,  the  young 
man,  inttead  of  that  affluence  to  which  he 
had  been  educated,  found  the  whole  of  his 

fortune 
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fortune  to  confift  of  a  legacy  of  five  hun 
dred  pounds,  and  an  annnity  of  fifty  pounds 
a  year. 

"  The  d  if  appointment  he  fufFered  on 
the  occafion,  difqualified  him  from  at 
tempting  any  active  profeflion  ;  he,  there 
fore,  after  remaining  fome  time  at  the  univer- 
fity  in  a  ftate  of  ftudious  folitude,  took  or 
ders,  and  retired  to  bury  his  fuperior  talents 
and  qualifications  in  the  curacy  of  a  coun 
try  village. — He  lately  came  up  to  town, 
to  folicit  a  vacant  living,  the  patronage 
of  which  was  annexed  to  that  eftate  which 
had  been  bequeathed  from  him ;  and  with 
a  degree  of  cruelty  for  which  the  indig 
nation  of  juftice  cannot  find  a  name,  this 
reafonable  felicitation  was  peremptorily 
refufed.  He  is,  at  prefent,  confoling  him- 
felf  for  the  injuftice  he  has  received,  by 
writing  a  fermon  on  charity,  which  he  is 
engaged  to  preach  in  behalf  of  a  public 
inftitution  on  next  Sunday ;  when  his  Chrif- 
tian  excellence  will  obtain  that  good  for 

others, 
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others,  which  will  make  him  fome  amends 
for  the  having  fucceededfo  ill  in  procuring 
itforhimfelf." 

"  This  feems  to  be  an  houfe  of  flu- 
dents,"  faid  Don  Cleofas;  "  for,  in  the 
apartment  beneath,  there  is  another  gen 
tleman  deeply  engaged  in  fome  literary 
purfuit  -,  but  whatever  may  be  his  pro- 
penfities  to  ftudy,  his  exterior  appearance 
marks  rather  the  man  of  pleafure  than  the 
philofopher.  Not  that  I  can  difcover  any 
reafbn  why  a  man  of  learning  may  not  alfo 
be  a  man  of  fafliion." 

€t  Thefe  are  the  very  characters,"  aiu 
fwered  the  Dcmona  t(  which  this  gentle 
man  wifhes  to  unite.  5  and  though  he  has 
talents  equal  to  the  attainment  of  his  object, 
he  is  too  idle  to  take  the  pains  neceflary  to 
his  purpofe.  His  application  to  books  is 
like  his  application  to  drefs  ; — he  applies 
to  his  taylor,  when  he  wants  new  cloaths  ; 

and 
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and  he  has  recourfe  to  his  library,  when  he 
wants  new  thoughts. 

"  He  is  going  to  a  flipper,  where  he  will 
meet  with  fome  very  clever  people;  and, 
as  a  reformation  in  the  flave-trade  is  afub- 
jeft  that,  at  this  time,  very  much  engages 
the  attention  of  the  public,  he  very  natu 
rally  concludes  that  it  will  become  a  topic 
of  the  evening's  converfation ;  he  is,  there 
fore,  preparing  himfelf  for  a  little  occafional 
difplay,  by  reading  that  part  of  the  hiftory 
of  Jamaica  which  defcribes  the  circum- 
fiances  of  negroes  in  that  ifland  ;  fo  that 
he  will  be  qualified  to  fpeak  with  fome 
degree  of  information  on  the  fubjec"t  $  and 
may,  perhaps,  gain  the  credit  of  poflefling 
a  fuperior  knowledge  of  a  matter  of  which 
he  knows  nothing,  but  what  he  is  now  get 
ting  by  rote  for  the  occalion.  But  this  is 
by  no  means  an  uncommon  trick  -,  and 
many  have  acquired  the  character  of  gene 
ral  knowledge,  by  their  precaution  in  never 
delivering  their  particular  fentimems  on 

any 
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any  fubjecl  for  which  they  have  not  pre 
pared  themfelves.  Indeed,  among  thefe 
occasional  readers,  even  men  of  celebrity 
might  be  named,  whofe  reputation  is 
founded  on  the  belief  that  the  labour  of 
fludy  has  been  the  occupation  of  their 
lives/1 

<c  I  beg  your  pardon,"  faid  the  Count, 
"  but  my  attention  has  been  for  fome 
time  engaged  with  two  beautiful  young 
women,  who  are  playing  at  cards  with  an 
elderly  gentleman  j  and,  from  what  I  fee  of 
the  buiinefs,  I  would  not  give  him  the 
fmalleft  piece  of  coin  in  this  country,  for 
all  his  winnings  of  the  evening." 

<c  You  are  greatly  miftaken,"  anfwered 
the  Demon  j  tc  the  party  is  not  engaged  in 
play  for  money,  or  even  for  their  amufe- 
ment,  but  for  their  instruction.  The  young 
ladies,  on  the  contrary,  are  receiving  lef- 
fons  from  a  mailer,  in  the  different  games 
at  cards  now  in  fafhion,  and  by  the  parti 
cular 
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cular  defire  of  their  father  ;  who  thinks 
very  feniibly,  that  fince  young  perfons  of 
their  Iituation  in  life,  cannot  always  avoid 
play,  it  is  by  no  means  improper  that  the/ 
iliould  be  fo  far  acquainted  with  this  branch 
of  fafhionable  amufement,  as  to  fee  u re 
them  from  having  their  pockets  picked, 
when  they  may  be  obliged  to  engage  in  it.'* 

"  This  is  a  part  of  female  education," 
{aid  Don  Cleofas,  "  of  which  I  profefs 
myfelf  to  have  been  entirely  ignorant. — 
But  in  a  great  city  like  this,  and  in  fuch 
an  age  of  diflipation  as  the  prefent>  I  can 
readily  conceive  its  importance. — But  do, 
I  beg  of  you,  explain  to  me  the  condud: 
of  a  gentleman,  who  feems  to  be  moft  anxi- 
oufly  engaged  in  deftroying  a  very  large 
picture :  the  knife,  the  fciffars,  and  the 
fire,  appear  to  have  an  equal  fhare  in  the 
deftruclion  of  this  offenfive  canvas."  "  It 

I  is  very  offenfive  indeed,"  anfwered  Afmo- 
deus,  cc  for  it  is  the  work  of  his  own  pen- 

I  cil  j  which>  from  a  vanity  equally  abfurd 

and 
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and  difgraceful,  he  wifhes  to  forget  he  ever 
employed. 

"He  was,  fome  years  ago,  a  painter  of 
eminence,  and  having  worked  himfelfinto 
the  good  graces  of  a  very  wealthy  widow, 
whom  he  married,  he  is  become  fo  afha- 
med  of  the  art  by  which  he  once  got  his 
bread,  that  he  will  give  any  price  for  pic 
tures  of  his  own  painting,  with  no  other 
view  than  to  deftroy  them,  and  thereby 
leflen  the  traces  of  a  profefiion,  the  memory 
of  which  he  confiders  as  di (honourable  to 
him. 

"  But  we  will  now,"  faid  the  Demon, 
"  change  our  fituation, :"  and  he  had 
no  fboner  made  the  prbpofal,  than,  the 
Count  found  himfelf  feated  perfectly  at 
his  eafe,  and  by  the  fide  of  his  conductor, 
ip  the  cupola  of  a  faihionable  chapel, . 

"This  is  a  place  of  public  worfhip^' 
continued  Afmodeus,  cc  where  people  of 

faihioix, 
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fafhion  fubfcribe  for  pews,  as  they  do  for 
boxes  at  the  Opera,  but  where  they  are 
not,  perhaps,  fo  regular  in  their  attendance. 
There  are  many  of  thefe  places  of  traf 
ficking  devotion  in  this  quarter  of  the 
town.  But,  in  order  to  explain  myfel£  I 
mud  inform  you  that  feveral  parifhes  have 
become  too  populous  for  their  churches, 
fo  that  it  has  been  abfolutely  necefTary 
to  erccl:  convenient  chapels  for  the  fupe- 
numerary  inhabitants ;  and  this  has  been 
generally  done  by  private  individuals,  on  a 
principle  of  trading  fpeculation. —  The 
facred  edifice  on  which  we  are  fitting,  is 
the  property  .of  three  people, — a  wine- 
merchant,  a  builder,  and  a  parfon. — The 
firft  purchafed  the  materials, — the  fecond 
found  the  labour, — and  the  third  performs 
the  duty  : — The  wine- merchant,  for  his 
{hare,  takes  the  vaults,  where  he  depofits 
his  liquors  5  while  the  builder  and  the  pir- 
fon  fhare  the  rentage  of  the  pews  between 
them: — All  three  find  the  undertaking 
to  anfwer  extremely  well,  and  do  not  hefi- 
VOL.  III.  E  tatc 
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tate  to  mention  it  as  a  very  profitable  job." 
"  I  cannot  but  obferve,"  faid  Don  Cleofas, 
fmiling,  "that  you  feem  to  triumph  in  a 
circumftance  which  kfTens  the  dignity  of 
religion."  "  By  no  means/*  anfwered 
the  Demon ;  "  for  the  love  of  gain  is  per 
haps,  in  another  way,  as  prevalent  in  a  me 
tropolitan  church,  as  in  one  of  thefe  provi- 
fional  chapels ;  and  you  may  be  afTured  that 
the  interefts  of  our  confraternity  are  at 
tacked,  with  equal  fuccefs,  in  the  one  as  in 
the  other. 

<c  But  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe,  are 
not  of  fufficient  importance  to  arreft  your 
attention  from  the  gay  party  in  the  houfe 
oppofite  to  us."  "  It  is  very  true,"  faid 
the  Count  j  "  and  a  very  fine  woman,  who 
is  lolling  on  a  fofa,  and  rallying  with  great 
fpirit  the  young  men  about  her,  had  al 
ready  attracted  my  notice :— -Ihc  appears 
to  have  patted  the  bloom  of  youth,  but 
ftill  has  charms  fufficient,  I  fhould  ima 
gine,  to  retain  a  conliderable  fuite  of  ad 
mirers.'*  "  She  is  a  iingular  character,'* 

replied 
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replied  Afmodeus,  cr  and  her  hiftory  will 
amply  reward  your  patience  in  attending 
to  it. 

"  Paulina  is  well  born  and  well  bred ; 
was  very  handfome  and  very  accomplifh- 
ed  j  her  vivacity  pleafed,  and  her  man 
ners  charmed  : .  but  Paulina  had  an  ear 
very  open  to  flattery,  and  was  vain  enough 
to  let  any  thing  flatter  her.  The  in- 
ftru&ions  of  her  mother  had  never  been 
neglecled ;  and  while  ihe  was  eafy  with 
all,  and  would  coquette  with  any,  ihe 
was  determined  never  to  give  her  hand,  un- 
lefs  me  received  a  coronet  in  return. — As 
for  her  heart,—  that  {he  was  determined 
to  keep  to  herfelf. 

*c  Adorned  as  me  was  by  nature,  and 
qualified  by  education,  it  cannot  be  fup- 
poled  that  {lie  could  remain  long  with* 
out  a  conqueft ;  and  a  young  man  of 
fortune  and  fafhion  foon  became  her  flave. 
He  returned  from  his  travels  at  the  lat- 
E  2  ter 
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ter  end  of  that  winter  in  which  Paulina 
firft  made  her  appearance  in  the  circles 
of  fafhionable  life. 

"  Hortenftus  was  every  thing  a  wo 
man  of  fenfe  could  wifh  to  poflefs  in  an 
hufband.  To  a  very  enlarged  underftand- 
ing,  he  joined  the  moft  polifhed  manners  : 
all  the  fruits  of  a  fuperior  education  were 
ripened  in  him,  and  he  returned  from  the 
completion  of  it  with  all  thofe  advantages 
which  foreign  travel  is  calculated  to  be 
llow,  and  without  any  of  the  nonfenfe, 
folly,  or  vices  which  too  often  affociate 
themfelves  with  it.  He  was  rich,  and  his 
eftate  was  not  very  diftant  from  that  of  Pau 
lina's  brother,  where  fhe  had  been  invited 
to  pafs  the  approaching  fummer. 
i\  - . .  •  )••'  *  *• 

"  Though  he  was  very  deeply  enamoured 
of  this  lively  beauty,  Hortenfius  was  not 
deprived  by  his  paflion  of  that  fober  re 
flection  which  led  him  to  confider  marri 
age  as  an  engagement  that  ought  not  to  be 

entered 
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entered  into  without  fome  degree  of  pre 
caution,  however  amiable  the  object  of 
his  afFeclion  might  appear ;  and  as  he 
had  only  feen  Paulina  fmce  his  return  to 
England,  in  the  gay  fcenes  and  fafhionable 
focieties  of  the  metropolis,  where  all  is 
glitter  and  deception,  he  refolved  to  defer 
the  declaration  of  his  pafiion  till  he  had 
made  a  further  difcovery  of  her  character, 
in  the  tranquillity  of  a  country  refidcnce. 

"  His  vicinity  to  her  gave  him  every 
opportunity  he  could  deiire ;  and  the  in 
timacy  which  had  long  fubfifted  between 
the  two  families,  was  eagerly  renewed  on 
his  taking  pofTeflion  of  the  eftate  of  his 
anceftors. — On  this  occafion  he  gave  fe- 
veral  elegant  entertainments,  at  which 
Paulina  always  prefided.  But,  however 
flattered  fhe  might  be  with  his  attentions, 
as  fhe  had  never  thought  of  him  for  an 
hulband,  it  did  not  enter  into  her  mind 
that  he  had  ever  thought  of  her  for  a  wife  ; 
while  her  eafy,  good-humoured  manner  of 
E  3  con- 
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conducting  herfelf  towards  him,  which 
arofe  from  this  circumftance,  was  fo  far 
interpreted  by  him  as  a  prepofleffion  in ' 
his  favour,  that  he  determined  to  make 
immediate  propofals  of  marriage  to  her,, 
which  he  flattered  himfelf  would  be  ac 
cepted  without  the  leaft  hefitation. 

<c  Paulina  had  fo  little  expectation  or 
dciire  of  fuch  an  intention  on  his  part, 
that  when  he  made  the  declaration,  on 
the  fuccefs  of  which,  he  allured  her,  the 
happinefs  of  his  future  life  depended,  fhe 
treated  it  as  an  agreeable,  gallant  badinage ; 
called  him  her  lhepherdx  and  employed 
fuch  a  lively  flow  of  ridicule  on  the  bufi- 
nefs,  as  difqualified  him  from  renewing 
his  pretenfions ;  fo  that,  in  order  to  fave 
himfelf  from  the  difgrace  of  having  been 
refufed  by  the  lady,  he  was  obliged  to 
follow  her  example,  and  to  declare  that  the 
folemn  propofal  he  had  made  to  her,  was 
nothing  more  than  a  fally  of  animal  fpi-4 

.  .     rits, 


IN     ENGLAND.  103 

rits,  for  the  purpofe  of  dieir  mutual  amufe- 
ment. 

"  The  pride,  as  well  as  the  fenfibility 
of  Horteniius,  received,  however,  a  very 
mortifying  wound  •>  he  loved  the  frolic 
fair  one,-— and  enjoying  no  pleafure  in  his 
native  groves,  iince  the  divinity  he  adored 
refufed  to  inhabit  them,  he  returned  to 
town  ;  but  finding  that  her  idea  continued 
to  haunt  him  there,  he  made  another  viiit 
to  the  continent,  with  a  full  determination 
to  remain  abroad  till  his  unfortunate  paf- 
fion  was  extinguifhed.  vw 

"  It  was  not  poflible  that  fuch  a  woman 
as  Paulina  fliould  be  without  a  uuin  of 
admirers,  even  in  the  country;  and  vari^ 
ous  propofals  of  marriage  fucceedcd  each 
other  ;  but,  as  none  of  them  were  accom 
panied  with  a  coronet,  Ihe  treated  them 
all  as  (he  had  done  that  of  Hortenfius  ; — 
and  being  convinced,  in  her  own  mind, 
from  the  number  of  her  rural  lovers,  that 
E  4  her 
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her  triumphs,  in  the  fucceeding  winter* 
would  be  equal  to  any  that  had  been  known 
in  the  annals  of  beauty  5  {he  was  deter 
mined  to  wait  till  that  period,  to  make  her 
choice  from  the  numerous  titles  which 
would  then  folicit  her  acceptance.  Her 
brother,  indeed,  had  engaged  to  ufe  his 
influence  in  behalf  of  a  young  enamoured 
baronet,  of  antient  family  and  large  for 
tune  ;  but  he  could  obtain  no  other  an- 
fwer  from  her,  than  that,  if  fhe  lived  to  be 
thirty,  without  poiTeiling  a  coronet,  fhe 
might  then  perhaps,  look  with  fome  degree 
of  complacency  on  a  bloody  hand. 

"  At  length  the  winter  came,  and  the 
offer  of  a  coronet  along  with  it,  which  met 
\vith  an  unhefitating  and  cordial  accept 
ance:— Nor  did  Paulina  reflect,  for  a  mo 
ment,  that  the  hand  which  prefented  it, 
was  part  of  a  frame  emaciated  by  thofe 
difeafes  which  are  the  fruits  of  intempe 
rance,  and  which  contained  a  heart  long 

•    fines 
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fmce  corrupted  by  the  habits  of  a  vicious 
life. 

"  But  (he  was  not  deftined  to  be  a  Coun- 
tefs : — Death  flepped  in  between  her  and 
her  wedding-day^ — and  inflead  of  the  nup 
tial  bed,  her  lover  took  poffeflion  of  his 
family  fepulchre.  This  event,  however, 
was  fo  far  from  throwing  a  damp  upon  her 
fpirits,  that  it  feemed  to  give  them  new 
animation;  and  fhe  returned  the  condo- 
lance  of  her  friends  with  wiftiing  that  the 
poor  Lord  had  lived  a  fortnight  longer,  to 
have  left  her  a  titled  widow :  though,  after 
all,  (he  would  add,  fate  had  been  kind 
enough  to  prevent  her  from  being  a  Coun- 
tefs,  in  order,  at  length,  to  make  her  a 
Duchefs. 

"  All  this  Paulina  imagined  very  cle 
ver — and  fo  it  might  be  ^  but  fuch  a  want 
of  feeling  and  decorum,  convinced  all  who 
knew  her,  that  however  calculated  fhe 
might  be  for  the  charming  companion  of 
£5  an 
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an  hour,  fhe  was  eflentially  deficient  in 
thofe  qualifications  which  can  alone  render 
a  woman  a  charming  companion  for  life. 
The  confequence  of  this  opinion  was,  that 
though  the  young  men  of  fafhion  flocked 
about  her,  and  dangled  after  her,  to  be 
amufed  by  the  lively  fallies  of  her  conver- 
fation,  no  more  offers  of  marriage  were 
made,  which  her  pride  would  fuffer  her  to 
accept;  and  Paulina  has  palled  on  through 
many  a  fucceeding  winter,  always  having 
a  vifionary  coronet  dancing  before  her, — 
but  never  obtaining  a  real  one. 

<c  She  has,  however,  at  length  attained 
that  period  when  her  condefcending  ambi 
tion  had  declared  fhe  might,  perhaps,  ac 
cept  a  Baronet's  propofals  without  den- 
lion  ;  but  that  trial  has  not  yet  been  made, 
and  Paulina's  next  birth-day  will  announce 
the  thirty-  fir  ft  year  of  her  life.  The  vi 
vacity  of  her  temper  flill  fupports  her,  and 
fhe  continually  declares  her  refolution  not 
to  die  an  old  maid;  and  from  fome  circum- 

ilances 
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fiances  that  happened,™  an  unlucky  melt 
ing  moment,  laft  fcmmer  in  the  country, 
which  cannot  very  well  be  related, —  if 
.  Paulina  were  to  die  to  night — Paulina  would 
keep  her  word. 

"  The  vivacity  of  this  lively  fair  one's 
temper,"  faid  the  Count,  "  is  finely  con- 
trailed  by  the  appearance  and  widowed 
habit  of  the  lady  in  the  next  houfe.  She 
•might  really  fit  to  a  painter  for  the  figure 
of  Melancholy.  I  do  not  indeed  fee  a  tear 
upon  her  cheek,  but  Ihe  feems  fo  abforbed 
in  forrow,  as  to  be  quite  infenfible  to  the 
charming  notes  produced  by  her  compa 
nion,  who  is  endeavouring  to  amufe  her 
with  the  mod  pleafing  muiic  I  have  ever 
heard/  A  young  widow  who  was  fond  of 
her  hufband,  is,  at  lead  during  her  firft 
weeds,  an  objed:  of  real  pity." 

€f  I  cannot  but  compliment  your  Lord- 

fhip,"    faid  Afmodeus,    "  on   that   little 

pleafant  fally  of  feverity : — The  lady,  how- 

E  6  ever, 
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ever,  is  a  chafte  virgin ;  and  her  widow 
hood,  for  fo  indeed  fhT  confiders  her  pre- 
fent  fituation,  is  a  fentimental  whim  of  her 
own.  She  is  a  very  amiable  and  accom- 
plifhed  woman,  and  is  engaged  to  be  mar 
ried  to  a  curious  man  of  large  fortune; 
who,  previous  to  his  nuptials,  has  thought 
proper  to  make  a  voyage  round  the  world, 
on  difcoveries  in  navigation  and  natural 
hiftory. — He  has  been  gone  near  two  years, 
and  the  fhip  in  which  he  failed,  has  not 
been  heard  off  for  fo  long  a  time,  that  it  is 
univerfally  believed  to  be  loft.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  general  opinion,  Die  has  clad 
herfelf,  as  you  fee,  in  the  deepeft  mourning, 
and  bewails,  with  a  widow's  lamentation, 
the  lofs  of  her  lover,  whom  me  imagines 
to  be  fleeping  in  a  watery  grave  of  the 
other  iiemifphere.  And,  to  fay  the  truth, 
it  would  be  happier  for  her,  if  fate  had  fo 
difpofed  of  him : — She  might  then  have 
continued  to  grieve  with  the  foothingten- 
dernefs  of  a  faithful  affection ;  whereas  Ihe 
will  ihortly  be  doomed  to  mourn  in  the 

bit- 
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bitternefs  of  unmerited  mortification; — • 
for  he  will  return  home,  in  a  few  weeks, 
alive  and  well  j  and,  forgetful  of  his  plight 
ed  vows,  will  immediately  make  his  ad- 
drefTes  to  another  lady. 

"  Look,  I  beg  of  you/'  continued  Af- 
modeus,  "  into  the  parlour  of  the  houfe 
adjoining,  and  you  will  fee  another  exhi 
bition  of  female  forrow."  "  The  young 
lady,  however,"  laid  Don  Cleofas,  <c  does 
not  afford  us  a  very  ftriking  example  of 
patient  grief ; — (he  feems  rather  to  be  ex- 
prefling  herfelf  to  her  female  companion 
with  all  the  refentment  arifing  from  a  re 
cent  injury/'  "  It  is  even  fo,"  anfwered 
the  Demon  ;  "  (he  has  been  for  fome  time 
addrefled  by  a  very  fenfible  young  man, 
to  whom  (he  had  made  an  unrefifting  fur- 
render  of  her  affections  j  but  happening,  a 
few  days  ago,  to  treat  her  father  and  mo 
ther  with  fomewhat  of  acrimonious  viva 
city  in  the  prefence  of  her  lover,  he  took 
it  into*  his  head  to  imagine,  that  an  undu- 

tiful 
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tiful  daughter  would  prove  a  termagant 
wife  ;  and  therefore,  without  further  cere 
mony,  or  any  notice  whatever  to  the  lady, 
he  fet  out  the  following'  day,  to  pay  a  vifit 
in  a  diftant  part  of  Yorkfhire. — Her  elder 
filler  is,  at  the  fame  time,  confoling  her  on 
her  difappointment, — and  rejoicing  at  it. 

*  But  caft  your  eye  a  little  further,  and 
you  will  witnefs  another  fcene  of  matri 
monial  difappointment,  but  of  a  very 
different  and  curious  defcription. —  The 
gentleman  whom  you  fee  fitting  before  the 
fire,  with  a  letter  in  his  hand,  and  laugh 
ing  as  he  perufes  it,  is  a  worthy  but  fin- 
gular  chara6ter.  He  employs  a  confider- 
able  fortune  in  doing  a  great  deal  of  good 
in  an  uncommon  manner.  The  ufual 
ways  of  proceeding  have  no  fatisfaction  for 
him.  Hence  it  is,  that  his  conftant  wifh 
to  eftablifh  himfelf  in  domeftic  life,  though 
he  has  attained  his  thirty-fifth  year,  has 
never  been  gratified.  The  ordinary  con 
duct  of  others  towards  him,  or  the  extra 
ordinary 
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ordinary  conduct  of  himfelf  towards  others, 
have  hitherto  kept  him  in  the  uncheery  fo- 
litude  of  an  unmarried  ftate. 

"  It  was,  however,  no  longer  ago  than 
yefterday,  that,  on  reading  the  newfpaper, 
xluring  his  breakfaft,  he  obferved  an  article 
in  the  benefactions  to  the  Society  eftabliih- 
ed  for  the  payment  of  Small  Debts,  which 
marked  the  charitable  donation  of  fifty 
pounds  from  a  young  lady  unknown* — The 
idea  of  this  humane  incognita  flruck  for 
cibly  on  his  fancy;  and,  by  a  very  rapid 
traniition,  commanded  an  intereft  in  his 
heart.  He  thought  that  fuch  a  perfon 
was  exactly  the  character  which  he  had 
been  fo  long  fearching  after;  and  to  ob 
tain  a  wife  in  fuch  a  fingular  manner,  was, 
of  all  things,  the  moil  congenial  to  his 
difpofition.  He,  therefore,  began  imme 
diately,  for  he  is  very  much  in  the  habit  of 
talking  to  himfelf,  to  foliloquife  in  the 
following  manner;'' 

<  Thit 
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c  This  fudden  prepofleflion  of  mine,  for 

*  an  object  I  have  never  feen,  may  be  con- 
'  fidered  as  lingular  by  fome,  and  even  ri» 
c  diculous  by  others ;  but  I  am  neverthe* 
c  lefs  convinced,  that  it  is  by  no  means  un- 
'  natural.     Love  at  firft  light,  i    a  very 
'  common  circumftance  :  and  if  it  is  ac- 
(  knowledged,  which,  indeed,  cannot  be 

<  denied,  that  a  man  may  become  enam- 
(  oured  of  a  woman  from  beholding  her 

<  perfon,   without  being  in  the  leaft  ac- 
c  quainted  with  her  character ; — why  may 

<  he  n  t  be  affected  in  the  fame  manner, 
c  by  knowing  her  character,  without  ever 

*  having   beheld  her    perfon? —  I     may, 
'  therefore,  be  faid  to  have  fallei  in  love 
c  with  a  lady  at  firft  fight, — that  is  to  fay, 

*  at  the   firft   fight  of  her   character,   as 
€  pourtrayed  in  a  fingle  line  of  the  paper 

*  before  me. 

f  In  the  firft  place,  ihe  is  reprefented  to 
c  be  young,  which  is  a  very  defirable  cir- 
.J  cumftance  in  any  woman.  Secondly, 

he* 
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her  humanity  is  evident,  from  her  dona 
tion  of  fifty  pounds  to  a  charity,  \vhofe 
individual  contributions  feldom  amount 
to  more  than  a  very  few  guineas.  And, 
thirdly,  {he  proves  her  mind  to  be  fu- 
perior  to  all  oftentation  or  idle  vanity, 
by  not  fufFering  herfelf  to  be  known, 
and  difdaining  the  filly  parade  of  having 
her  name  inferted  in  a  public  lift  of 
what  are  called  charitable  benefactors. — 
My  conclufion,  therefore,  is  not  only,  lo 
gical  but  natural;  that  a  lady  who  is 
young>  humane^  and  without  vanity,  is 
certainly  an  objedl  formed  to  infpirethe 
purefl  love,  and  qualified  to  beftow  that 
happinefs  with  which  it  is  has  long  been 
my  mod  anxious  wifh  to  crown  my  life. 

€  She  may  not  be  handfome ; — but  what 
of  that? — She  may  not  poflefs  that  glare 
of  beauty  which  is  calculated  to  infpire 
an  inftant  paiTion  ; — but  fhe  is  moft  af- 
furedly  the  miflrefs  of  thofe  qualities 
which  will  create  and  cement  a  folid 

<  afiec- 
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(  affedion.  What  is  mere  perfonal  bcaur 
f  ty,  but  a  gaudy  flo.wer,  that  is  worn  for 
'  a  few  hours,  and  is  thougnt  of  no  more. 

*  In  the  moment  of  gratification,  it  has 

*  often  been  known  to  fatiate  5— and  how 
c  often  does  he  who  pofleftes  it,  leave  its 
'  unavailing  charms  to    be  admired   by 
1  others.     The  beauties  of  the  mind  have 
c  a  very  different  and  fuperior  influence ; 
'  they  maintain  a  firm  pofleflion  of  the 
4  heart  they  have  gained, — till  it  becomes 
€  a  clod  of  the  valley. 

*  But  even  if  I  take  the  liberty  to  fup- 

*  pofe  that  the  unknown  lady  is  not  adorn- 

*  ed  with  a  fuperiority  of  external  charms; 
'  I  may  venture  to  determine,  at  the  fame 
'  time,  on  the  impoffibility  of  her   being 
c  ugly  or   unpleafing. — The  fmiles    that 
c  are  occafioned  by  a  benignant  heart,  as 

*  well  as  the  wifhes  and  fentiments  that  pro- 
c  ceed  from  it,  muft  give  a  winning   and 
'  irrefiftible   charm   to   any   kind  or   ar- 

*  rangernent  of  features. — Every  one   has 

*  expe- 
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*  experienced  how  foon  any  little  exterior 
e  imperfections   wear   away,    and  in  how 
c  fhort  a  time  they  are  no  longer  perceived; 
c  when  fweetnefs  of  difpofition,  excellence 
c  of  heart,  and  an  enlarged  underftanding, 
'  turn  the  attention  from  them.     At  all 

*  events,  I  would  engage  to   marry   this 
*-  young,  unknown,  benevolent  woman,  be 
f  (he  what  fhe  may,  as  to  perfonal  appear- 
c  ance ;  and  would   moft  readily  confent 

*  not  to  fee  her  face,  if  it  could  be  fo  con- 
s  trivcd,  till  we  had  retired  from  the  altar/ 

"  Thus  did  this  curious  gentleman 
harangue  himfelf  into  a  determination  to 
get  a  wife,  if  poflible,  from  the  tablet  of 
benefactions  to  a  charitable  inflitution  •, — • 
nor  did  he  lofe  a  moment  in  employing  an 
active  agent  to  difcover  the  unknown  idol 
of  his  affections. — The  fearch  was  not  made 
in  vain  ;  and  the  letter  which  he  is  now 
reading,  and  at  the  contents  whereof  you 
may  hear  him  laughing,  has  juft  informed 
j  that  the  young  unknown  lady,  who 

gave 
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gave  the  donation  of  fifty  pounds,  is  very 
well  known  to  be  an  old  maid  of  fifty 
years  of  age." 

"  And  I  can  join  molt  heartily  in  the 
laugh  with  him,"  faid  the  Count  $  "  but 
difappointment  does  not,  I  truft,  infedt  the 
whole  quarter : — There  appears  to  be,  at 
leafl,  one  party  within  my  obfervation, 
who,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  may 
bid  defiance  to  it.  That  fond  young  cou 
ple  of  lovers,  in  the  apartment  hung  with 
blue,  I  (hould  hope,  may  be  permitted  to 
attain  the  confummation  of  their  wifhes." 
"  Your  wifh  in  their  favour,"  anfwered  the 
Demon,  <c  will  mofl  afTuredly  be  grati 
fied  ;  their  nuptials,  will  meet  with  no  ob- 
ftacle, — for  a  few  guineas  have  already  ar 
ranged  them. 

"  It  is  the  profefllon  of  that  lady  to  get, 
if  flie  can,  an  hulband  every  night  of  her 
life  y — nay,  I  believe  it  is  not  beyond  the 
power  of  my  art,  to  procure  your  Lord- 

Ihip 
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(hip  a  very  favourable  reception  in  that 
character.  The  fmart  young  man  who  is 
now  with  her,  is  one  of  her  reigning  fa 
vourites,  becaufe  he  is  one  of  the  moil  ge 
nerous  of  her  admirers.  He  is  a  Quaker, 
whofe  father  is  a  very  opulent  merchant, 
and  a  leading  member  of  that  perfuafion ; 
his  mother  is  alfo  a  celebrated  preacher  of 
it  :•. — But  the  fon  poiTeffing  a  genius  very 
ill  fuited  to  profeffional  reftraint,  either 
temporal  or  fpiritual ;  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  being  nn  will  ing  to  be  the  caufe  of 
fcandal  in  his  family,  has  a  convenient 
apartment  at  this  end  of  the  town,  whither 
;.;  he  reforts,  as  opportunity  offers,  to  tranf- 
form  himfelf  into  the  figure  of  a  gay  man 
of  faihion. — He  then  appears  in  the  cir 
cles  of  pleafure,  or  vifits  fome  amiable 
Dulcinea ;  and  at  the  fhrine  of  fuch  a  yield* 
ing  fair  one,  he  devotes  the  hours  of  the 
prefent  evening. — But  his  pleafurable  dif- 
guife  is  not  of  long  duration ;  for,  at  an 
early  hour  of  to-morrow,  he  will  difrobe 
himfelf  of  all  his  frippery,  and  return  to 

his 
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his  father's  counting-houfe  in  all  the  prim 
fimplicity  of  the  fed  to  which  he  belongs. 


cc 


In  the  large  houfe  to  the  left  of  us, 
you  muft  fee  a  very  fine  woman  fuperbly 
dreiTed,  who  is  beftriding  the  drawing  room 
with  that  precipitate  ftep  which  marks  an 
agitated  mind.  She  is  preparing  for  a  fe- 
cond  voyage  of  matrimony  :  her  agitation, 
however,  does  not  arife  from  any  apprehen- 
fion  that  it  can  be  interrupted  or  will  not 
be  profperous. — But  to  introduce  the  caufc 
of  her  prefent  emotions,  I  Ihall  give  you 

the  hiftory  of  her  life. 

i  .' 

"  It  furprifed  all  the  fafhionable  world, 
when  Matilda^  who  had  been  educated  in 
the  luxury  of  a  great  fortune,  and  had  re- 
fufed  the  offers  of  wealth  and  titles,  ran 
away  with  a  country  curate. 

cc  The  money  raifed  by  the  fale  of  a 

few  jewels,  and  five  hundred  pounds  left 

her  by  an  aunt,  fupported  the  happy  cou- 

*  pic 
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pie  for  near  two  years,  in  tolerable  com 
fort  ;  but  at  the  moment  when  Matilda 
was  brought  to  bed  of  her  fecond  child,  (he 
found  herfelf  reduced  to.  love,  a  cottage, 
and  fixty  pounds  a  yotr.  She  now,  for 
the  firft  time,  applied  to  her  father ;  but  he 
was  inexorable,  and  feemed  rather  to  tri 
umph  in  her  diftrefs,  than  to  encourage 
any  hopes  that  he  would  ever  condefcend 
to  relieve  it. 

fe  After  flarving  for  two  years  on  this 
miferable  income,  a  gentleman,  who  had 
been  one  of  her  former  lovers,  moil  kind 
ly,  and  without  any  application  on  her 
part,  prefented  her  hufband  to  a  very  con- 
liderable  living. 

c<  Matilda  and  her  hufband  were  now 
advanced  to  a  ftate  of  comfortable  com 
petence;  and  three  lovely  children  had 
been  added  to  their  family,  when,  on  the 
death  of  her  father,  me  was  invited  to  be 
prefent  at  the  opening  of  his  will.  She 

would 
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would,  however,  have  faved  herfelf  no 
fmall  portion  of  mortification  if  (he  had 
ftayed  at  home  ;  for  the  will  did  not  con 
tain  her  name.  It  had  been  made  by  her 
father  in  the  firfr  moments  of  his  refent- 
ment  againft  her,  and  bequeathed  the 
whole  of  his  fortune  to  her  brother  ;  who, 
with  a  true  fraternal  kindneis,  on  prefent- 
ing  his  fitter  with  a  bank-note  of  an  hun 
dred  pounds,  to  fupply  herfelf  and  her 
family  with  mourning, —  did  not  hefitate 
to  declare  that  this  was  the  laft  time  he 
hoped  to  fee  or  hear  of  her.  She  was  not 
in  a  fituation  to  throw  the  ungracious  pre- 
fent  in  his  face,  but  immediately  returned 
home,  to  be  confoled  by  the  tender  affec 
tion  of  her  huiband,  and  the  fond  endear 
ments  of  her  children. 

€<  At  the  end  of  another  three  years,  and 
after  fhe  had  brought  another  child  into 
the  world,  her  huiband  caught  a  violent 
cold,  by  baptiiing  his  own  .infant  in  a 
damp  furplice.  Tfeis  indifpoiition  being 

neglected, 
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negle&ed,  grew  into  a  violent  fever,  which 
occafioned  his  death  ;  fb  that  Ihe  became 
a  widow,  without  fortune,  without  friends, 
and  with  fix  children. 
,  t 

"  Matilda  and  her  brother  had  been, 
ever  fince  her  father's  death,  in  a  ftate  of 
inveterate  variance,  which  presented  her 
from  indulging  a  momentary  thought  of 
making  any  application  to  him.  With  a 
refolution,  therefore,  that  did  her  great  ho 
nour,  fhe  determined  to  fell  all  the  little 
property  her  hufband  had  left  behind  him, 
and  with  the  produce  of  it,  to  take  an 
houfe  in  a  neighbouring  market-town, 
where  fhe  propofed  to  enter  on  fome  fort 
of  bufinefs,  that  might  enable  her  to 
fupport  herfelf,  and  bring  up  her  children 
in  humble  decency  and  comfort. 

"  She  had,  however,  all  the  merit  re- 

fulting  from  fuch  a  virtuous  refolution, 

without  the  pain  of  putting  it  to  the  trial. 

VOL.  III.  F  For 
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For,  as  fhe  was  fitting  one  evening  alone 
in  her  hufband's  itudy,  ruminating  with 
an  anxious  and  affli&ed  mind,  on  the  lit 
tle  plan  fhe  had  formed,  a  merTenger  arri 
ved  with  an  account  that  her  brother  had 
broke  his  neck  in  a  fox-chace,  and  a  re- 
queft  from  his  fleward,  to  be  prefent  at 
the  opening  of  another  will. 

€e  Matilda  had  no  great  reafon  to  expe6l 
any  teftamentary  benefit  on  the  occafion. 
However,  Ihe  thought  it  right  to  obey  the 
fummons  ;  and  on  her  arrival,  once  more, 
at  the  feat  of  her  anceftors,  fhe  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  it  her  own :  for  it  proved 
that  her  brother. had  died  inteflate,  and, 
of  courfe,  all  his  fortune  devolved  upon 
her. — When  fhe  was  informed  of  this  very 
unexpe&ed  event,  a  melancholy  idea  reft- 
ed,  for  a  few  moments,  on  the  memory  of 
her  hufband,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a 
confolatory  reflection  on  her  fix  children ; 
but  this  fudden  acceffion  of  profperity 
overpowered  her  fpirits,  and  Ihe  fainted 

in 
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in  her  chair.  Indeed  it  was  fome  time  be 
fore  fhe  recovered  a  tone  of  mind  equal  to 
the  enjoyment  of  her  fortune. 

€t.  Matilda  was  ilill  very  handfome,  and 
was  now  become  very  rich  ;  fo  that  within 
twelve  months  after  her  brother's  death, 
fhe  received  propofals  of  marriage  from  a 
nobleman  of  amiable  character  and  large 
fortune,  whofe  eflate  is  contiguous  to  her 
own.  In  fhort,  fuch  is  her  prefent  fituation  ; 
and  lolling  this  very  evening  upon  her 
fofa, — c  Well/  faid  fhe,  *  it  is  true  I  was 

*  educated  in  all  the  luxury  of  high  life, 

*  refufed  great  offers,  and  ran  away  at  laft 

*  with  a  country  curate.     I  flarved  with 
c  him  for  two  years  on  a  flipendof  fixty 

*  pounds ;  vegetated  with  him  for  upwards 
'  of  twice  that  period,  on  an  income  of 
'  three  hundred  j    and,  at  his  death,  was 
c  on  the  point   of  becoming  a   country 
c  fhop-keeper,  to  fupport  myfelf  and  fix 
4  children  :  and  here  am  I,  at  prefent,  an 

*  handfome  widow  of  twenty-nine,  with 

Fa  *  three 
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c  three  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  and  on  the 
'  point  of  becoming  a  peerefs  of  the 
'  realm.  Well/  faid  Matilda,  rifing  from 
her  feat,  and  taking  that  aftive  fweep 
acrofs  the  room  which  you  have  juft  feen, 
c  the  moft  unpardonable  folly,  of  the  hu- 
'  man  mind  is,  to  defpair! 

"  I  fhould  almoft  imagine,5'  faid  the 
Count,  "  that  you  related  this  fair  lady's 
contempt  of  defpair,  in  order  to  heighten 
my  furprife  at  the  real  appearance  of  it, — 
for  furely  nothing  lefs  could  form  the 
fl range  fpectacle  which  I  now  look  up 
with  a  mixture  of  horror  and  aftonifhment. 

c  My  prefent  attention  is  fixed  on  a 
room  hung  with  black,  while  the  faint 
light  of  glimmering  tapers  difcovers  to 
my  view  a  female  figure,  robed  in  the  fa 
ble  garb  of  woeful  widowhood,  and  lean 
ing  on  a  table,  with  an  air  of  the  deepen: 
dejection.  There  really  wants  nothing 
but  a  fcull,  a  pair  of  bones  and  an  hour- 

glafs, 
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glafs,  to  give  her  apartment  all  the   dif- 
mal  appearance  of  a  living  fepulchre." 

"  This  theatrical  exhibition,  for  it  de- 
ferves  no  other  name,"  anfwered  the  De 
mon  ;  "  is  of  a  very  curious  nature,  and 
affords  a  very  high -wrought  example  of 
that  art  which  women  have  fo  often  em 
ployed  to  dupe  the  affeclions  of  the  other 
fex. 

"  The  actrefs  of  the  fcene  was  firft  ma'dc 
known  to  the  world  as  a  public  linger  of 
great  profefiional  merit ;  from  which  fitu- 
atiori  (lie  was  taken  to  be  the  miftrefs  of 
a  very  amiable  and  accomplifhed  noble 
man,  whofe  attachment  to  her  became  fo 
ferious,  as  to  occafion  no  fmall  appre- 
heniions  among  his  friends,  that  it  might 
produce  an  union  of  an  indifToluble  na 
ture.  To  turn  him  afide,  therefore,  from 
a  connexion  which  might  be  attended 
with  fuch  difgraceful  confequences,  they 
employed  all  their  influence  to  promote 
F3  his 
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his  marriage  with  a  beautiful  young  lady 
of  very  great  fortune;  and  they,  at  length, 
prevailed  on  him  to  make  his  propofals  to 
her.  They  have  been  accepted, — and  pre 
parations  are  now  making  for  the  folem- 
nization  of  the  nuptials. 

"  His  Lordfliip  being  unwilling  to  fuf- 
fer  the  pain  of  a  perfonal  declaration  of 
his  new  arrangements  to  his  miftrefs,  a 
friend  was  commiflioned,  on  his  part,  to 
inform  her  of  them  >  and  to  prefent  her, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  the  fettlement  of  a 
very  ample  provilion  during  her  life. — 
The  fears,  fits,  and  faintings  which  took 
place  on  the  occafion,  are  not  worthy  a 
relation : — they  were  things  too  much  of 
courfe,  to  be  attended  with  any  confequen- 
tial  effect. ,  No  one  could  be  more  fenlible 
of  their  inefficacy  than  herfelf : — She  there 
fore  meditated  a  much  deeper  game  -,  and 
accordingly  wrote  a  letter  to  her  late  noble 
paramour,  to  congratulate  him  on  an 
£vent  which  was  fo  fuitable  to  his  dignity 

and 
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and  honour, — to  beg  his  acceptance  of 
her  moil  cordial  wifhes  for  his  perfect  hap- 
pinefs, — to  hint  at  the  willing  facrifice  fhe 
made  of  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  her, 
and  to  implore,  as  her  laft  requcft,  and 
before  he  threw  her  from  his  heart  for  ever, 
to  favour  her  with  an  interview  of  a  few 
minutes. 

"  His  affection,  which  he  was  endea 
vouring  to  lofe  in  the  advantages  and  ho 
nour  of  his  new  engagement,  could  not 
refift  this  affecting  entreaty  $  and  he  has 
appointed  this  evening  to  gratify  her  re^ 
queft.  The  preparations  which  are  made 
for  his  reception,  are  now  beneath  your  eye. 
He  will,  within  this  hour,  be  introduced 
into  this  unexpected  fcene  ; — -he  will  there 
be  told,  that  in  this  mournful  and  difmal 
abode  (he  means  to  pals  the  very  Ihort 
time  her  forrows  will  fuffer  her  to  live : 
In  fhort,  fhe  will  fo  work  upon  his  feel 
ings,  and  give  fuch  a  powerful  reanima- 
tion  to  his  affections,  that  he  will,  without 
F  4  hell- 
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helitation  or  delay,  break  off  his  intended 
marriage,  and  return  to  live  with  the  Circe 
that  has  fafcinated  him,  during  the  reft  of 
his  days." 

((  My  fufpicion  might  not,  perhaps,  be 
very  ill-founded/'  replied  the  Count,  Cf  if 
I  attributed  all  this  curious  bufmefs  to 
the  management  of  a'  refpe&able  perfon- 
age,  to  whom  I  am  fb  much  indebted  for 
the  difcovery  of  it."  "  You  are,  in  truth, 
very  much  miflaken,"  anfwered  Aimode- 
us  ;  "  if  I  had  been  ordered  to  interfere  in 
the  affairs  of  thefe  good  people,  the  wind 
ing -up  of  the  piece  would  not  have  been 
even  fo  fatisfactory  to  you,  as  that  which 
now,  I  perceive,  is  favoured  with  your 
difapprobation.  The  noble  Lord  would 
then  have  a&ed  a  more  foolifh,  becaufe  a 
more  difhonourable  part.  I  would  have 
made  him  marry  the  lady,  keep  the  mif- 
trefs,  and  fpend  the  fortune  of  the  former, 
in  indulging  the  follies  of  the  latter." — 
<c  That,  indeed/'  faid  the  Count,  "  would 

have 
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have  been  an  improvement  of  the  bufinefa 
which  did  not  occur  to  me.  But  I  muft 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  follow  my  cu- 
riofity  to  the  female  tete  a  tele  in  the  up 
per  part  of  the  white  houfe  to  the  left  of 


us, 


"  Thofe  two  young  ladies,"  faid  Af- 
modeus,  Cf  are  fitters,,  but  their  characters 
are  fo  very  oppofite,  that  you  will  fcarcely 
believe  they  were  formed  in  the  fame 
mould,  or  poflefs  the  fame  nature.  They 
afford  an  indubitable  proof  of  the  different 
fhapes  which  the  human  character  is  capa 
ble  of  receiving,  to  difguft  and  to  charm. 

"  The  eldeft  of  them,  whom  you  fee 
embellifhed  with  all  the  decoration  of 
drefs,  and  lolling  in  one  chair,  with  her 
feet  thrown  up  into  another,  is  named 
Lua'lla.  She  has  attained  her  twentieth 
year  j  but,  though  adorned  with  beauty, 
and  accomplifhed  by  all  the  powers  of 
education,, me  has  never  yet  made  a  friend. 
F5  She 
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She  has  had  admirers — ihe  has  had  lovers— 
nay,  Ihe  will  fhortly  have  an  hufband — but 
fhe  will  never  have  a  friend.  She  may 
pleafe  from  the  charms  of  her  perfon,  or 
the  capricious  exertion  of  her  exterior  qua 
lifications  ;  but  the  pleafure  Ihe  affords  is, 
at  beft,  as  tranfitory  as  her  appearance, 
and  leaves  no  impreflion  of  delight  be 
hind  it. 

cc  If  you  fhould  feel  fomewhat  of  fur- 
prife,  that  beauty,  heightened  by  accom- 
plifhments,  fhould  fail  of  conciliating 
efteem,  I  muft  afTure  you,  that  without  the 
harmonious  compofition  of  the  mental  ele 
ments,  which  produces  what  is  called  good 
iemper> — beauty  is  a  gaudy,  unfcented 
flower,  fcarce  worth  the  plucking,  but,  by 
no  means,  worth  the  wearing  $  and  all  the 
cmbellifhments  of  education,  are  like  Ib 
many  brilliants  let  round  a  common  peb 
ble,  whofe  luftre  ferves  only  to  expofe  the 
deformity  of  the  object  which  they  were 
defigned  to  adorn, 

"  This 
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"  This  benignity  of  temper,  which  is 
the  bafis  of  every  folid  power  of  pleafing, 
is  not  to  be  found  in  Lucilla's  bread.  She 
cannot  charm,  therefore,  beyond  the  mo 
ment,  when  her  pride  condefcends  to  de 
mand  adulation.  As  a  child,  fhe  was  fro- 
\vard,  peevifh  and  petulant ; — as  a  woman, 
fhe  is  proud,  violent  and  unforgiving. — 
Her  commands  are  given  with  haughtinefs, 
—delays  in  obeying  are  chid  withpaflion, 
and  difobedience  is  punifhed  with  unrelent 
ing  perfecution.  Her  inferiors  find  her 
tyrannical, — her  equals  are  never  favoured 
with  confidence, — while  her  fuperiors  are 
treated  with  an  unwilling  homage.  It 
was  but  yefterday  that  her  maid  offended 
her,  and  as  Ihe  would  not  condelcend  to 
forfeit  her  word,  in  withholding  a  gown 
fhe  had  promifed  her,  fhe  wore  it  once 
more,  to  have  the  revenge  of  purpofely 
throwing  her  ink-ftand  over  it,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  of  no  fervice  to  the  of 
fending  Abigail. 

F  6  "  Sen- 
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f<  Senfible  that  the  forms  of  good-breed 
ing  muft  not  be  violated,  fhe  vents  her 
anger  againfb  any  one  who  has  difpleafed 
her,  by  interlarding  her  converfation  with 
thofe  fecret  flrokes  of  fatire  and  pointed 
allufions,  which,  while  they  cannot  be  no 
ticed,  are  almoft  always  felt.  There  is  a 
mode  of  being  uncivil,  without  infringing 
on  the  rules  of  politenefs ;  and  in  this  qua 
lification  (lie  is  an  arrant  adept.  She  will 
fometimes  indeed,  venture  to  be  agree 
able,  pleafant  and  familiar  ;  but  it  is,  per 
haps,  to  furprife  you  the  next  time  you  fee 
her,  with  a  behaviour  of  diftance  and  re- 
ferve.  She  knows  how  to  afTent,  as  if  fhe 
did  not  believe  a  word  you  fay ;  and  if  you 
commit  a  miftake,  or  blunder  upon  an  in 
accuracy,  you  may  be  allured  that  {he  will 
take  fome  elegant  method  of  letting  you 
know  that  the  circumftance  has  not  efca- 
ped  her  obfervation,  She  has  reduced  the 
art  of  inattention  to  a  perfect  fyftem,  and 
by  combining  it  with  aukward  apologies, 
or  fulfome  compliment,  can  apply  it  with 
out 
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out  apparent  offence  to  the  purpofes  of 
fecret  mortification.  She  is  equally  quali 
fied  how  to  diftrefs  by  loquacious  praife 
or  frigid  filence.  In  fhort,  fhe  is  com 
pletely  (killed  in  all  the  refinements  of 
ill-temper  ;  and  pofTefTmg  beauty,  accom- 
plifliments  and  talents,  (he  poffeflcs  die 
moft  powerful  means  of  reducing  them  to 
practice. 

"  But  as  ill -tempered  people  mud  be 
unhappy,  I  need  not  add  that  ihe  is  mife- 
rable  -,  the  pleafure  of  revenge  and  malice 
is  of  very  fliort  duration,  and  leaves  a 
rankling  fmart  behind  it.  Lucilla,  with 
all  her  (kill,  cannot  baffle  the  recoiling 
mortification.  She  fometimes  finds  it  ne- 
cefTary,  by  granting  compliances,  to  make 
atonement  for  wanton  wit  and  forward 
farcafms.  But  the  bitter  reflections  which 
proceed  from  fuch  circumftances,  inftead 
of  producing  a  cure,  promote  the  diforder  $ 
they  only  ferve  to  encreafe  her  fpleen — to 
2  animate 
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animate  her  rancour— and  quicken  her  pro* 
jedls  of  future  malice. 

"  As  for  her  lover,  me  is  continually 
doing  fomething  or  other  to  make  him  un- 
eafy,  and  will  then  alTurne  the  moft  lively 
gaiety  to  encreafe  his  vexation.  She  will 
ling  and  dance,  to  the  fatigue  of  her  own 
fpirits,  in  order  to  deprefs  his  ;  and  fhould 
he  do,  or  not  do  any  thing  which  me  chu- 
fes  to  conftrue  into  neglect,  he  is  fure  of 
being  punifhed  by  the  moft  pointed  indif 
ference  to  him,  and  the  moft  agreeable  at 
tentions  to  every  one  beiides.  When,  after 
having  well  tormented  herfelf  with  a  variety 
of  forced  exertions  to  torment  him,  Ihe 
detefts  him  for  the  vexation  fhe  feels  on  the 
occaiion ;  and  it  does  not  always  happen 
that  a  night's  repofe  evaporates  her  fpleen, 
or  brings  her  even  to  tolerable  good-hu 
mour  in  the  morning. 

"  This  poor,  infatuated  young  man, 
however,  fancies  all  the  while,  that  thefe 

air* 
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airs  and  humours  are  the  pardonable  co 
quetries  of  the  miftrefs,  which  will  foon 
be  loft  in  the  duties  of  the  wife.  He,  alas  1 
does  not  perceive  that  this  unpleafant  con- 
duel:  is,  as  it  were,  a  part  of  herfelf, — that 
Hymen  will  not  change  her  nature,  and  that 
fhe  will  bear  to  his  arms  all  thofe  wretched 
difpofitions,  for  which  the  poffeflion  of 
her  charms,  the  occafional  gleams  of  her 
good-humour,  and  thofe  affected  footh- 
ings,  which  may  fometimes  be  put  on  for 
whole  days  together,  in  order  to  gain  fome 
point  of  intereft  or  vanity,  will  but  ill 
compcnfate. 

"  It  is,  however,"  continued  Afmodeus, 
"  high  time  to  relieve  you  from  contem 
plating  this  unpleafing  picture  of  a  male 
volent  beauty,  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  other  fifter ;  who,  drefled  with  fimple 
elegance,  is  embroidering  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  fire-place,  and  in  whofe  character 
every  virtue  quickens  into  luxuriance. 

"  Amanda 
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"  Amanda  is  one  year  younger  than 
her  filter — and  very  much  her  inferior  in 
all  the  external  charms  of  nature.  She  has 
no  claim  to  beauty  of  perfon  -,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  wears  a  form  which  is  fufcep- 
tible  of  grace,  and  a  countenance  which, 
without  poffefling  any  linking  feature, 
produces  a  molt  agreeable  refult  to  the  be 
holder.  There  is  nothing  in  her  appear 
ance  to  captivate  the  gazing  eye  at  a  firft 
glance ;  but,  when  once  examined,  fhe  is 
never  more  paired  with  inattention.  But 
were  the  exterior  charms  of  her  perfon  all 
that  fancy  ever  feigned,  they  would  not 
excel  the  interior  beauties  of  her  mind. 

( •  -..%'• ;  • 

cc  The  obje6t  of  Amanda's  life  is  to 
pleafe,  from  thofe  motives  which  alone 
can  afford  any  lafting  orfolid  pleafures. — 
It  is  not  to  triumph  during  the  Ihort  reign 
of  youth  and  beauty ; — it  is  not  to  exult 
over  wounded  hearts  or  defpairing  rivals ; — 
but  from  a  delire  of  communicating  hap- 
pinefs  to  all  whom  it  may  be  in  her  power 

to 
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to  influence  for  the  purpofe  of  attaining  it. 
The  fame  principle  regulates  her  manners— 
difpofes  her  toilette — infpires  her  charity — 
awakens  her  fmiles,  or  diftills  her  tears. — 
To  fee  others  pleafed  and  happy,  is  to  her- 
felf  pleafure  and  happinefs.  Indeed,  this 
fpirit  is  fo  diffufed  through  her  character, 
that  if  there  (hould  be  an  offenfive  parti- 
'cle  in  it,  the  diminutive  evil  is  rendered 
inactive  by  the  power  of  her  philanthropic 
virtues.  She  thinks  no  offices  of  kindnefs 
beneath  her  duty,  and  no  condition  too 
low  for  the  employment  of  them.  As  for 
the  domeftic  fervants,  they  may  be  faid  to 
adore,  rather  than  to  love  her. 

"  Though  her  attentions  are  univerfal 
to  all  who  frequent  her  family,  fhe  knows 
how  to  diftinguifh  between  the  friend  and 
the  acquaintance,  by  thofe  little  fecret 
touches  of  behaviour,  which  are  felt  by  the 
former,  and  cannot  be  obferved  by  the  lat 
ter.  She  ftudies  the  charaders  of  thofe  who 
compofe  her  fociety,  that  fhe  may  be  qua 
lified 
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lifted  to  call  forth  the  characteriftic  excel 
lence  of  each  individual,  and  adapt  their 
particular  difpolitions  to  each  other.  Thus 
every  body   finds  a  real  pleafure  in  her 
company,    from  no  other  caufe  than  the 
ikill  (he  employs, — by  avoiding,  or  giving 
an  happy  turn  to  whatever  might  pique, 
perplex  or  offend, — to  make  her  company 
fatisfied  with  themfelves.     Her  father  de 
clares  to  every  one  he  fees,  that  the  pains 
of  a  rooted  difeafe  are  mitigated,  and  the 
languor  of  declining  life  cheared  by  her  at 
tentions  : — An  old  and  a  fractious  maiden 
aunt  cannot    indulge   her  fpleen  againft 
Amanda  ; — and  the  haughty,  envious,  ill- 
tempered  Lucilla  finds,    in  the  fubmifiive, 
afliduous,  and  patient   demeanour  of  her 
younger  fifter,  the  only  fubject  of  her  fin- 
cere  praife.     She  has  frequently  been  heard 
to  fay,  that  there  is  not  fuch  a  girl  in  the 
world  as  Amanda." 

"  But  how  has  it  happened,  my  good 
friend,"  faid  the  Count,  with  a  tone  and 

look 
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look  of  aftonifhment,  "  that  a  woman 
poflcfling  fo  much  excellence,  and  fuch  a 
power  of  pleating,  fhould  not  be  exerting 
all  her  fuperior  qualities  as  a  wife  and  a 
mother  ? — I  Ihould  imagine  that  Hymen 
would  have  prepared  an  altar  in  his  tem 
ple  for  her  alone.'* 

"  That  me  is  unmarried,"  anfwered  Af- 
modeus,  ' c  is  a  matter  of  her  own  choice. 
She  has  had  fome  offers,  which  me  did  not 
think  proper  to  accept ;  as  certain  eflential 
qualities,  in  her  opinion,  were  wanting  on 
the  fide  of  the  propofing  parties.  Befides, 
the  beauty-  of  her  eldeft  lifter  has  hitherto 
carried  every  thing  before  it ;  while  the 
amiable  and  unfafhionable  humility  of 
Amanda,  has  kept  her,  as  it  were,  in  the 
back-ground  of  the  picture.  But  this  is 
not  all : — Her  heart  is  not  without  its  fa 
vourite, — and  her  partiality  is  directed  to 
one  who  well  deferves  the  treafure  he  pof- 
fefTes.  Fortune,  however,  has  hitherto 
forbid  their  union. 

«  Thk 
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<c  This  untoward  circumflance,  and  the 
uneafmefs  arifing  in  her  family  from  the 
temper  and  conduct  of  her  filler,  opprefs 
her,  at  times,  with  very  painful  fenfations  ; 
but  flie  knows  how  to  keep  them  to  her 
clofet  and  herfelf.  Her  fmiles  are  for 
others,  and  her  tears  are  for  the  folitary 
reflections  of  her  own  bofom.  Her  fifter, 
however,  will  foon  leave  the  bufinefs  of 
tormenting  her  family,  to  plague  an  huf-v 
band  ;  and  I  have  the  plcafure  to  inform 
you,  that  relenting  fortune  is  preparing  a- 
Wetting  for  Amanda,  which  will  make  her 
the  happiefl,  as  (he  is  the  bed  of  women," 

1 ,  -  -    '•  J    '•  '' 
c<  I  could  now  heave  a  figh,'1  faid  Don 

Cleofas, — <c  and  a  deep  one  too; 'for  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  two  fitters  turns  my  memo 
ry  to  her  who  poilefTed  the  beauty  of  the 
one,  and  the  virtues  of  the  other."  fc  Such, 
I  will  acknowledge,"  anfwered  Afmodeus, 
"  was  your  Seraphina ;  •— but  no  more  of 
that  "fubjedb,  I  befeech  you."  "  You  lhall 
be  obeyed/'  replied  the  Count;  "  and  we 

will, 
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will,  if  you  pleafe,  direct  our  regards  to  a 
lady  in  the  next  houfc,  who  is  reading 
a  letter,  and  weeping  at  the  contents  of 


it." 


«  She  (hall  not  efcape  us,"  faid  the  De 
mon  ;  "  but  I  muft  befpeak  your  more 
immediate  attention  to  a  little  ceremonial, 
which  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  pafs  by, 
and  is  taking  place  in  a  very  handfome 
drawing-room,  of  which,  by  turning  a  little 
.to  the  right,  you  will  poflefs  a  very  com 
manding  view."  "  I  perceive,"  replied 
Don  Cleofas,  "  as  it  appears  to  me,  a  fober 
family  party  rifing  from  a  large  card- table  $ 
and  if  there  is  any  thing  extraordinary  in 
the  buiinefs,  your  worfhip  will  be  fo  kind 
as  to  explain  it  to  me ;  for  I  muft  confefs, 
that  my  fagacity  is  not  equal  to  the  difco- 
very  of  it." 

<c  That  little  aflembly,"  faid  the  Demon, 
<c  coniifts  of  a  bifhop  and  his  family,  with 
two  vifiting  clergymen.  The  butler  has  juft 

inter- 
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interrupted  their  evening  amufement,  by 
announcing  the  hour  of  evening  prayer  ; 
and  his  Lordihip  is  now  defcribing,  with 
great  precifion,  the  prefent  Hate  of  the 
game,  that  there  may  be  no  difputes,  when 
they  return  from  their  pious  devotions.,  to 
iiniih  it. 

cc  I  fee,"  continued  Afmodeus,  "you 
are  difpofed  to  be  witty  on  the  occafion  ; 
and  I  fhall  pafs  on,  without  heiitation,  to 
the  amiable  woman,  in  whofe  forrows  your 
gallant  humanity  is  fo  naturally  interested* 
The  letter  fhe  is  reading  was  written  by  a 
very  intimate  friend  of  her  own  fex ;  who 
having  loft  an  hufband  whom  fhe  adored, 
retired  immediately  into  the  country^  where 
fhe  nourifhes  her  affection  for  his  memory 
with  an  enthufiafm  that  fills  her   friends 
with  the  mofl  painful,  apprehenfions  that 
her  reafon  is   affected.     She   inhabits  an 
elegant  cottage,  in  a  folitary  valley,  which 
had  been  the  dwelling  of  her  hufband,  be 
fore  her  marriage  with  him  j— fhe  has  fur- 
rounded 
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rounded  it  with  weeping  willows,  and 
erected  among  them  a  fepulchral  urn,  in- 
fcribed  with  the  name  of  him  whofe  lofs 
Ihe  fo  deeply  laments.  There  flie  offers 
up  her  morning  orifons,  and  folemnizes  her 
evening  vigils.  She  adorns  it  with  gar 
lands  of  the  faireft  flowers,  decks  her  own 
hair  with  chaplets  of  cyprefs, — and  calls 
herfelf  Myra  of  tie  Dale. 

<(  The  lady  whom  you  now  contemplate, 
lias  been-  the  friend  of  her  life  : —  They 
were  both  of  them  born  in  the  fame  year, 
and  the  friendihip  of  their  parents  were 
communicated  to  them.  It  began  in  their 
earlieft  days  ;—  *  it  grew  with  their  growth, 
— it  ftrengthened  with  their  ftrength ;'  and 
has  continued,  without  any  interruption 
from  folly  or  rivalry,  to  the  prefent  mo 
ment. — It  was  this  friend  (hip  that  dictated 
a  letter  to  the  widowed  mourner  in  her 
folitude  ;  which,  with  the  moft  etarnclt  re- 
monftrances  of  reafon,  and  in  the  warmeft 

i  Ian* 
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language  of  affe&ion,  urged  her  to  leave 
the  unavailing  retirement  ihe  had  chofen, 
to  check  the  romantic  grief  fhe  encouraged, 
and  to  return  to  the  world — to  her  friends 
— and  to  herfelf. 

"  The  anfwer  to  this  is  very  long,  and 
very  affecting  ;  but  as  it  offers  a  very  beau 
tiful  picture  of  a  fuperior  mind,  whofe  rea- 
fon  is  drowned  in  defponding  fympathy, — 
whofe  happinefs  is  forrow, — and  whofe 
luxury  is  grief, —  I  wili,  in  juftice  to  the 
feelings  of  your  excellent  heart,  repeat  to 
you  the  concluding  part  of  it. 

. .  •  •  -  .  - 

c  After  eighteen  months,  my  friend,  of 
c  fuch  perfect  happinefs  as  I  have  defcribed 
'  to  you, — the  fatal  hour  which  took  my 

*  William  from  me,  is  never  to  be  forgot- 
'  ten  for   a  moment,  and  is  never  to  be 

*  remembered  but  with  anguifh  ;  nor  is  the 

*  wound  which  his  lofs  has  made  in  my 
(  peace,  to  be  healed. 

'The 
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'  The  bufy  world  is  not  an  abode  for 
c  me, — its  pleafures  difguft,  and  its  oo 
c  cupations  diftrefs  me.  In  its  gay  and 
c  gilded  fcenes,  I  fhould  not  fnatch  a  joy  j 

*  on  its  rofy  couches  I  fhould  find  no  reft ; 
c  and,  in   its  moft  fecret  bowers,  my  fpi- 
'  rit  would  fearch  in  vain  for  a  tranquil 

*  moment. 

<  Friends  were  kind ; — you  the  mod  be- 

*  loved    of  them — the  friend  of  all  my 
'  days,  took  your  ihare  of  my  affliction  : 
c  fortune  fmiled, — and  flattery  has  afTumed 
c  the  moil  unfuipected   form   to  woo  me 

*  from  my  folitude. — Nay,  love,  infidious 
s  love,  drew  his  bow,  and  aimed  an  arrow 

*  at  me  :  but  my  poor  heart  is  fo  confoli- 

*  dated  into  one  affection,  that  the  poifon- 
c  ed  barb  rebounded   from  it.     Yet  it  is 
c  love  alone  that  animates  my  frame,  and 
'  enlivens  my  foul ; — but  it  is  not  that  ar- 
6  dent,  warm,  expanding  paflion,  which 
c  lives  only  with  the  living,  and  glows  in 
c  the  communication  with  its  object: — No, 

VOL.  III.  G  h 
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*  it  is  love  weeping  befide  a  grave,  with 
c  his  bow  unbent,  and  his  arrows  broken. 
(  Remembrance  alone  fuftains  it  into  life, 

*  and  makes  it  ftruggle  with  exiftence. 

(  I  turned  my  back  on  the  bufy  world, 

*  which  was  become  a  defart  to  me,  and 

*  retired  to  this  focial    folitude.      Here 
c  is  William's  cottage, — here  he  dwelt  in 

*  all  the  elegance  of  rural  life,  and  gilded 

*  humble  fortune  with  the  charms  of  tafte 
f  and  fcience.     Here  he  nurfed  a  tender, 
€  a  faithful,  an  unfufpecled  paffion  ;  and 
f  his   modeft,    unafTuming  nature  would 
c  have   made  it  the   unknown    compani- 
c  on  of  his  life  : — But  I  perceived  his  tran- 

*  fcendant  virtue,  and  forced  the  unwilling 
'  fecret,  that  he  loved  me,  from  his  bofom. 
'  I  returned  his  love  ;  and  fc offing  at  for- 
<  tune,   elevated  him  to  a  ftation  he   was 
c  formed  by  nature  to  poflefs,  and  to  which 

*  he    gave    a  brilliant,     but    ihort-lived 
c  luftrc. 


To 
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*  To  William's  cottage  I  am  now  come, 

*  to  pafs  the  reft  of  my  widowed  days. — 

*  He  planted  thefe  trees, — he  reared  thefe 
'  fhrubs,— he  courted  yonder  ftream  from 
c  its  fountain,  and  turned  it  to  the  rock 
'  over  which  it  tumbles  in  ceafelefs  roar. 

*  The  Doric  porch,  where  I  fometimes  fit, 
'  was  the   work  of  his  taftc ;  and  the  em- 

<  blemsoflove  and  friendfhip  which  deco- 
'  rate,  nay,  fandify  its  walls,  were  the  off. 
'  fpring  of  his   pencil.      I  cannot  ftray 
«  through   thefe  walks,  or  wander  in  the 
c  grove  -3  I  cannot  feek  the  coolnefs  of  the 

*  thicket,  or  follow  the  meanders  of  the 
c  ftream,  but  I  behold  the  traces  of  a  pure, 
'  an  hopelefs   and  unafpiring  pafiion,  of 

*  which  I  was  the  honoured  objed:,  and 
'  which  I  was  fo  happy  as  to  reward. — 
'  Alas !  I  have  added  but  one  ornament  to 
'  the  melancholy  fcene — but  one  decora- 
'  tion  to  this  fequeftered  fpot,— and  that  is 

*  the  monumental  urn,    befide  which  the 

<  poplar  grows,   and  over  whofe  marble 
«  the   willow  weeps.      There    I  pay  the 

G  2  «  vigils 
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*  vigils  of  morning    light    and  evening 

*  made;  there  I  enjoy  that  luxury  of  grief, 

*  which    is   better— -far   better    than    the 
c  proudeftjoy. 

c  Know  then,  my  friend,  that  even  your 

*  anxious   entreaties  are   vain*     Never — 
c  never  will  I  quit  the  fad,  but  dear  abode. 
c  If  I  have,  as  you  fay,  been   the  idol  of 
c  the  world, — I  will  be  its  idol  no  more. 

*  The  period  of  my  exiflence  cannot  come 
c  too  foon, — but  while  I  live,  I  will  be 
'  Myra  of  the  Dak: 

cc  I  would  moft  willingly  make  a  pil* 
grimage,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  to  this  ami 
able,  but  vilionary  mourner,  furrounded 
with  all  this  fanciful  mechanifm  of  forrow. 
I  mould  feel  a  melancholy  pleafure  in  be 
ing  the  invifible  companion  of  her  walk  \ 
and  when  me  adds  her  tears  to  the  foun 
tain,  my  heart  would  fympathize  with  her 
affliction." 

"  I,  who 
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"  I,  who  have  concluded  your  Lordfhip 
hither  from  Spain"  laid  Afmodeus,  IC  with 
the  rapidity  of  a  whirlwind,  moft  certainly 
poflefs  the  power  of  accomplifh ing  your 
wifh;  nor  would  I  hefitate  to  do  it,  if  the 
journey  would  anfwer  your  expectations. — 
But  be  affured,  my  good  friend,  that  thefe 
things  are  only  pleafing  in  the  defcription  $ 
and  if  I  wifhed  to  cure  you  of  your  fympa- 
thetics,  it  would  be  by  (hewing  you  the 
reality. 

"  But  to  fatisfy  your  longing  for  a  whim- 
fical  woman,  you  have  only  to  look  into 
the  adjoining  houlc,  and  you  will  fee  a 
lady  whofe  character  will  gratify  your  cu- 
riofity,  without  a  f  ingle  jar  of  your  fen- 
fibility. 

<c  She  is,  as  you  fee,  reclined  on  a  fofa, 
and  in  fuch  a  delicate  ftate  of  nerves,  that 
fhehas  not  ftrength  to  raife  herfelf  up  to 
return  the  falutations  of  her  vifitors.  This 
lady,  you  muft  know,  has  two  characters, 
one  for  the  town,  and  the  other  for  the 
G  3  coun- 
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country. — In  the  former,  {he  is  all  delicacy, 
foftnefs  and  languid  affectation ;  in  the 
latter,  fhe  is  an  hoyden  of  die  very  firft 
clafs.  The  elegant,  refined  woman  of  fa- 
fhion  in  the  winter,  is,  at  another  ieafon 
of  the  year,  transformed  into  the  ruflic 
Amazon  and  huntrefs  of  the  woods.  The 
nodding  plumes  and  fluttering  gauze  are 
exchanged  for  the  fportman's  hat : — The 
hair,  no  longer  tortured  into  curls,  or  frized 
into  fhape,  hangs  in  unpowdered  negli 
gence.  That  form,  to  which  the  muilin 
and  taffeta  gave  new  grace,  is  enclofed  in 
drab  and  drugget;  while  the  well-turned 
ancle  and  pretty  foot,  yield  all  the  ele 
gance  of  filk,  fattin  and  fpangles,  to  the 
rude  covering  of  the  boot  and  the  glitter 
of  the  fpur.  Her  face,  which,  dun  rig  the 
fpring,  the  zephyrs  of  Keniington- Gardens 
were  thought  to  vifit  too  roughly,  encoun 
ters  the  cutting  wind,  and  laughs  at  the 
infulting  blaft.  Thofe  fpirits,  which,  in 
the  winter,  are  agitated  by  the  motion  of  a 
carriage,  are  now  invigorated  by  rifing 

boldly 
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boldly  to  the  hill,  and  finking  rapidly  to 
the  plain; — and  that  voice,  which,  but  a 
few  months  before,  could  hardly  be  per- 
fuaded,  by  the  united  efforts  of  flattery  and 
fafhion,  to  warble  the  fofteft  melody  of 
Saccbini9  will  drain  itfelf  in  animating  the 
hounds,  and  aiding  the  cry  of  the  huntf- 
man.  Nor  is  this  all : — The  ftomach  that 
fickened  fo  lately  at  the  mention  of  porter, 
and  could  fcarce  fupport  the  flrength  of  an 
Italian  wine,  partakes  of  the  rural  meal> 
with  ruftic  appetite,  feafts  on  toaft  and 
ale  from  a  wooden  bowl* — and  finds  it 
luxury. 

<c  Such  a  metamorphofis  as  takes  place 
in  this  fair  lady's  conduct,  at  different  pe 
riods  of  the  year,  is  to  be  accounted  for  by- 
one  fimple  and  very  common  paflion,  and 
that  is — an  ardent  love  of  admiration.  To 
this  point  all  her  wifhes  and  all  her  actions 
are  directed,  and  in  this  object  confifts 
all  the  happinefs  fhe  enjoys.  This  is  the 
.caufe  and  origin  of  the  rude  life  ilie  leads 
G  4  in 
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in  the  country,  and  the  affe&ed,  lazy  Ian* 
guor  of  her  town  reiidence. 

<f  In  the  remote  part  of  the  kingdom 
where  her  Lord's  eftate  is  fituated,  (he 
imagines  that  admiration  is  only  to  be  ob 
tained  by  the  encouragement  of  rural  fports, 
and  the  violence  of  ruftic  amufements ; 
and  in  the  purfuit  of  them  fhe  finds  the 
applaufe  of  country  Tquires  and  fporting 
neighbours.  Hence  it  is  that  fhe,  who  the 
very  evening  before  Hie  left  the  country, 
took  her  coffee  with  pleafurein-  the  fcable, 
while  the  grooms  were  rubbing  dowji  the 
hunters,  cannot  now  bear  the  noife  of  the 
knocker  at  her  door,  and  turns  with  hor- 
*or  from  a  joint  of  meat,  left  the  fmell  o/ 
ihxild  throw  her  into  hyflerics. 

"  The  life- of  this  lady,  alas!  is  rendered, 
by  her  own  folly,  a  flate  of  delufion,  which 
time  is  .haftening  to  deftroy.  She  is,  as 
you  muft  perceive,  extremely  handfome  ; 
and  the  admiration  which  is  offered  to  her 

beauty, 
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beauty,  is  miftaken  by  her  for  tributes  due 
to  what  {he  idly  imagines  her  graces  and 
her  accomplifhmenrs.  Little  does  fhe 
know,  that  while  her  country  admirers 
think  it  a  misfortune  for  fo  pretty  a  woman 
to  be  fo  great  a  Tom-boy, — the  men  of  the 
town  lament,  with  a  fafhionable  fhrug  of 
commiferation,  that  fo  charming  a  crea 
ture  fhould  be  fuch  an  abominable  fool. 

"  But  I  muft  now  transfer  your  atten 
tion,0  continued  the  Demon,  "  from  the 
houfes  to  the  ftreet.  The  hackney-coach 
that  has  flopped  juft  below  us,  contains 
fomething  which,  I  allure  you,  is  well 
worth  the  looking  at."  "It  is  very  true," 
faid  the  Count,  "  for  I  fee  a  mod  beautiful 
woman  now  defcending  from  it,  who  is 
drefled  as  if  fhe  was  going  to  afk  admit 
tance  into  Mahomet's  paradife."  "  I,t  is 
a  little  in  that  way,"  obferved  Afmodeus ; 
"  for  fhe  is  come  to  pay  a  libidinous  yifit 
to  a  very  wealthy  gallant;  and,  which  will 
appear,  perhaps,  rather  extraordinary  to 
G  5  you, 
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you,  Ihe  is  conduced  hither  by  no  lefs  a 
pcrfon  than  her  own  hufband.     But  this  is 
not  all : — for  it  is  agreed  between  them, 
that  he  fhall  profecute  the   unfufpicious 
lover  for  the  illicit  converfation  which  this 
very  vifit  produces ;  and  no  inconfiderable 
pecuniary  advantage  might  be  the  refult  of 
fuch    a    meafure  —  but   an    hair-drefTer, 
whom  they  employ  to  aflift  them  in  their 
honourable  arrangement,  will   be  di (ho 
nourable  enough' to  betray  them;  fo  that 
this  worthy  Benedict,  as  he  well  defer ves, 
will  lofe  his  canfe, — "     "  And  his  charac 
ter,  I  fhould  imagine,   into  the  bargain/* 
faid  the  Count/'     "  As  for  that  little  fa- 
mily  moveable,"    anfwered    the   Demon, 
'*  he  has  contrived  to  get  rid  of  it  long 
ago. 

!  •  -"5^t- 

"  I  mall  prefent  but  one  object  more/' 
continued  A£modeus,  "  to  your  notice,  in 
this  quarter ;  and  when  you  'have  taken  a 
peep  at  him,  we  will  immediately  change 
our  fituation.  You  will,  therefore,  be  fo 

good 


IN.     ENGLAND.  155 

good  as  to  direcl  your  attention  to  what  is 
going  forward  in  the  lower  ftory  of  the 
corner-houfe  to  the  left  of  us.  You  muft 
there  perceive  a  little  old  man,  in  a  red 
night -cap,  with  two  perfons  of  the  fame 
age  with  himfelf,  who  are  examining 
through  their  fpedtacles,  with  all  the 
engernefs  of  anxious  curiofity,  the  contents 
of  a  large  phial.  They  are  three  ofthofe 
profefied  antiquarians,  who,  regardlefs  of 
beauty,  tafte,  or  ufeful  contrivance,  con- 
.centrate  all  their  ideas  of  excellence  in 
mere  antiquity.  An  old  manufcript,  whofe 
characters  are  not  legible,  or  if  legible, 
does  not  contain  a  fcntence  worth  the 
reading,  will  be  preferred  by  them  to  the 
mod  fuperb  edition  of  a  modern  author, 
though  the  work  were  written  with  the 
eloquence  of  Cicero,  and  dictated  by  the 
wifdom  of  Solomon  :  And  any  miferable 
bit  of  copper,  with  a  half- defaced  figure 
or  fuperfcription  on  it,  which  has  been 
found  by  a  workman  in  digging  a  well,  or 
pulling  down  a  wall,  would  be  confidered 
G6  by 
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by  thefe  curious  people,  of  far  greater 
value  than  the  largeft  piece  of  current  gold 
coin  in  this  or  any  other  kingdom. 


TT1 

£77 


"  Their  prefent  meeting  is  occafioned 
by  a  very  fmgular  circumftance,  the  fecret 
of  which  is  only  known  to  thefe  thrfte 
fcientific  characters. — For  an  explanation 
of  the  bufinefs,  I  muft  inform  you,  that 
the  Antiquarian  Society  of  London  ob 
tained  permiflion,  within  thefe  few  days,  to 
examine  a  tomb  in  Weftminfter  Abbey, 
which  was  fuppofed  to  contain  the  remains 
of  one  of  the  moil  antient  kings  of  this 
country.  The  ceremony  of  opening  this 
royal  fepulchre  was  accordingly  attended 
by  a  deputation  of  the  Society  -,  and  the 
bqdy  of  the  Sovereign  was  found,  after  a 
fepulture  of  many  hundred  years,  to  pof- 
fefs  the  appearance  of  having  been  but 
lately  buried-.  This  was  a  moil  interefting 
object  for  the  profound  lovers  of  antiquity : 
but  as  the  expofure  of  the  corpfe  to  the 
air,— an  entire  exclufion  from  which  occa- 
2  Honed 
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fioned  its  extraordinary  prefervation,— be 
gan  ;o  produce  a  very  vifible  change  in  its 
appearance,  the  Dean  of  the  church,  who 
was  prefent,  commanded  the  viola  ted  rights 
of  burial  to  be  immediately  reftored.  In 
the  interim,  however,  the  littje  old  man  in 
the  red  night  cap,  who  was  one  of  the  an 
tiquarian  deputation,  had  contrived,  with 
out  being  obferved,  to  twill  off  the  fore 
finger  from  the  right-hand  of  his  Majeily ; 
and  it  is  that  fore-finger,  fecured  in  a  phial 
of  fpirits,  which  he  is  now  difcovering, 
with  no  common  exultation,  to  two  of  his 
moft  particular  friends  ;  who  are  fuch  de 
termined  antiquarians,  that  they  would 
willingly  take  upon  them  the  fin  of  his 
facrilcge,  to  pollcfs  fuch  an  invaluable 
treafure. 

"  It  is  rather  cruel,"  faid  the  Demon, 
<f  not  to  allow  you  time  to  enjoy  a  little 
mirth  on  the  occaiion  -9  but  you  muft  ex- 
cufe  me,  if  I  defire  you  to  prepare  for  an 
inftant  removal."  This  requeft  was  no 

fooner 
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fooner  made,  than  they  cleft  the  air, 

in  a  few  moments,  were  feated  on  the  roof 

of  an  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Soho. 

t(  I  (hall  not  detain  your  Lord  (hip  long 
in  this  fituation,"  faid  Afmodeus,  <f  as  I 
have  a  very  particular  fpedlacle  in  view  for 
your  further  amuiement,  in  another  part 
of  the  town;  but  as  the  preparations  are 
not  quite  completed,  we  will,  in  the  mean 
time,  juft  take  a  view  of  what  is  going 
forward  in  the  diftrict  immediately  around 


us." 


<?  My  euriofity,*'  anfwered  the  Count, 
<c  is  already  directed  to  the  garret  oppo- 
fite  to  us,  where  I  perceive  feveral  young 
women,  who  are  exchanging  the  rags  of 
poverty  for  all  the  elegant  decorations  of 
fafhionable  life.  I  fhould  fuppofe  that 
they  muft  be  actrefTes,  who  are  preparing 
themfelves  to  appear  in  fome  public  exhi 
bition/'  "They  are  adrefles,  indeed," 
replied  the  Demon,  Cf  who  perform  their 

parts 
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parts  in  a  tragic  drama,  which  is  equally 
calculated  to  produce  the  emotions  of 
horror  and  pity  in  the  breail  of  every  hu 
mane  fpedtator. 

toa  •••itjrott  ••;([.($&  .tn.-i  lteif>'T:  »  'n; ;.: 
Cf  The  houfe  which  they  inhabit  is  a  no 
torious  brothel ;  and  thefe  poor  creatures 
are  now  decorating  themfelves  to  receive 
the  evening  viii tors  who  frequent  it.  After 
palling  the  day  in  the  filth  and  flench  of  a 
kitchen,  they  are  driven  up  to  the  garret, 
where  you  now  fee  them,  to  be  dreiled  out 
as  victims  for  the  nocturnal  facrifkc  of 
proflitution.  The  woman  who  receives 
all  the  gains  of  their  abandoned  life,  is  ea- 
joying  herfelf,  in  the  parlour,  over  a  bowl 
of  punch,  with  a  notorious  gambler,  whom 
flie  fupports  to  be  her  bully  ;  or,  in  her 
own  more  decent  expreflion,  to  prefervc 
the  character  of  her  houfe." 

«  This,  I  prefume,"  faid  Don  Cleofas, 

"  is  the  hour  of  facrifice  ;  for  I  fee,  in  the 

,  court  to  the  left  of  us,  another  viclirn,  as 

fan- 
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fantaflically  adorned  with  ribbons  and 
flowers,  as  if  fhe  were  deftined  to  an  altar  of 
pagan  idolatry/'  "  Her  facrifice  is  already 
pail/'  anfwered  the  Demon ;  "the  poor 
girl's  honour  has  been  offered  up  at  the 
Ihrine  of  brutal  luft,  and  her  underftandihg 
could  notfurvive  the  lofs  :  She  is  no  long 
er  in  her  right  mind,  and  is  confined  in  the 
houfe  where  you  now  fee  her." 

:-ii&  &..hw&^ 

"  Her  fine  form  and  melancholy  afpedl, 
intereil  me  deeply,''  replied  the  Count  $ 
cc  and,  if  her  hiftory  contains  any  circum- 
fiances  particularly  affecting,  I  fhall  re- 
queft  the  communication  of  it."  "  The 
flory  is  not  to  the  honour  of  your  fex,"  re 
plied  die  Demon ;  c  c  nor  will  it  ferve  as  a 
moral  leflbn  to  you,  who  are  fuperiqr  to 
the  cruel  artifice  which  it  difplays  ;  but  as 
it  offers  an  example  of  the  human  paflions 
which  has  not  yet  occurred  to  us,  I  fhall, 
without  helitation,  comply  with  your  de- 
fire. 


Sujan 
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fc  Sufan  is  the  daughter  of  a  worthy  man, 
who  was  fteward  to  a  Mr.  B ,  a  gen 
tleman  of  confiderable  fortune  in  the  weft 
of  England.  She  was  adorned  with  fome 
(hare  of  beauty,  and  poiftfled  a  moft  ami 
able  difpofition,  which,  from  the  acciden 
tal  circumstances  of  her  fhuation,  were 
improved  into  elegance  and  accompli(h- 
ment.  Mr.  B had  an  only  daugh 
ter  ;  and  as  Sufan  was  of  her  age,  Ihe  was 
her  conftant  play-fellow  and  companion.-— 
Mr.  B — —  being  alfo  of  opinion,  that 
a  fpirit  of  emulation  might  incite  his 
daughter  to  a  more-  rapid  improvement  in 
the  different  branches  of  her  education,  or 
dered  the  matters  who  attended  Mifs  B , 

to  give  their  attentions  alfo  to  Sufan  ;  fb 
that  (he  became,  in  a  great  degree,  as  ac 
compli  fhed  as  her  friend,  for  whofe  fake 
fhc  was  inftru&ed. 
. 

"  Several  years  had  now  pafled  on,  and 
Sufan  was  the  favourite  of  all  who  knew 
her,  but  of  none  more  than  the  amiable 

young 
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young  lady,  whofe  infeparab.le  companion 
fhe  was,  The  time,  however,  drew  nigh 
when  they  were  deftined  to  part.  A  gen 
tleman  of  large  fortune,  whofe  name  was 
Frjeeman,  made  propofals  of  marriage  to 

Mifs  B ,  which   were  immediately 

accepted ;  and  fhe  foon  after  quitted  her 
father's  houfe  for  that  of  an  hufband. 

"  Sufan  grieved  in  fincerity  and  in  (1- 
lence,  at  this  feparation  from  her  kind  pa? 
tronefs ;  who,  fbon  aftei  her  marriage,  fet 
out  with  her  family  to  make  the  tour  of 
Europe.  She  remained  abroad  three  years* 
and  though  Sufan  loved  her  father,  and 
lived  in  the  continual  exercife  of  duty  and 
affection  to  him,  the  letters  fhe  received 
from  Mrs.  Freeman  were  very  principal 
fources  of  happinefs  to  her,  during  all  that 
time. 

"  At  length,  however,  her  friend  re 
turned  to  England,  and  Sufan  received  an 
invitation  to  pafs  the  following  winter  with 

her 
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her  in  London.  It  was  not  long,  there-*' 
Fore,  before  flie  enjoyed  a  fituation,  which, 
for  feme  time,  Ihe  thought  the  happieft 
upon  earth.  But  Sufan,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  was  hindfome,  and  her  perfonai 
charms  were  accompanied  with  that  foft- 
nefs  of  manners  and  fenfibility  of  charac 
ter,  which  tend  to  awaken  an  intereft  in 
the  breaft  of  all  who  are  within  their  in 
fluence. 

"  Thus  endowed,  Sufan  was  fo  unfor* 
tunate  as  to  attradt  the  libertine  attentions 
of  Mr.  Freeman  himfelf.  Though  he  had 
eveiy  reafon  to  be  attached  to  his  wife,  he 
had  not  been  the  conftant  hufband  me 
merited  to  poflefs  ;  and  he  was  now  enga 
ged  in  the  project  of  making  another  and 
a  very  cruel  offering  at  the  fhrine  of  infi 
delity.  His  afiiduities,  however,  did  not 
appear  to  the  innocent,  unfufpe&ing  Sufan, 
but  as  the  warm  attentions  of  a  friend  ; — 
and  he  was  obliged  to  fpeak  very  plain  in 
deed,  before  Hie  could  be  perfuaded  ta 

credit; 
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credit  the  reality  and  extent  of  his  defigns* 
But  when,  at  length,  the  veil  was  drawn 
afide,  and  fhe  could  no  longer  diibelieve 
the  fincerity  of  Mr.  Freeman's  abandoned 
propofals,  her  fituation  became  truly  de 
plorable.  To  inform  her  bed:  friend  of  all 
this  cruel  bufinefs,  would  be  to  plant  a 
dagger  in  her  bofomj  and  to  remain  in  her 
preient  alarming  fituation,  without  taking 
fome  effe&ual  method  to  guard  againft 
the  dangers  of  it,  would  be  to  rilk  all  that 
was  moft  dear  to  herfelf.  She,  therefore, 
wrote  a  prccife  ftate  of  the  unhappy  cir- 
cumftances  with  which  Ihe  was  furround- 
ed,  to  her  father,  and  implored  his  imme* 

diate  prefence  to  fnatch  her  from  them. 

&*' 

W**ifa? 

"  In  the  interval,  however,  Mr.  Free 
man,  who  had  been  baffled  in  his  more 
open  advances,  laid  a  fecret  plan,  in  which 
he  cruelly  fucceeded : — for  when  a  man  is 
fo  loft  to  principle*,  and  fo  profligate  in  the 
indulgence  of  his  pafilon,  as  to  employ  an 
opiate,  that  he  may  take  the  brutal  advan 


tage 
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tage  of  infenfibility, — where  is  the  inno 
cence  that  can  withftand  him  ? — Poor  Su- 
fan  awakened  from  her  delirium,  and  found 
heffelf  in  a  ftrange  apartment,  and  in  her 
violator's  arms.  She  became  inftantly 
outrageous,  and  on  hearing  her  fituation 
explained,  her  frenzy  augmented.  A 
fever  immediately  enfued,  and  her  fenfes 
became  violently  difordered ;  nor  have 
they  ever  recovered  themfelves,  but  for 
very  ihort  and  dubious  intervals. 

"  Sufan's  father  no  fooner  received  her 
letter,  than  he  fet  off  with  his  fon  for  Lon 
don.  When  they  arrived  at  Mr.  Free 
man's  houfe,  the  fervants  informed  them 
that  Sufan  was  gone  away  with  fbme  one 
whom  they  did  not  know,  and  that  no  ti 
dings  whatever  had  fince  been  received 
concerning  her.  The  poor  man  now  be 
gan  to  fear  the  word  -,  and  it  was  after  fe- 
veral  days  employed  in  a  diftrac~Ung  fearch, 
and  from  the  interference  of  an  active  ma- 
giftrate,  that  he,  at  length,  obtained  a  fight 

of 
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of  his  child,  in  a  iltuation  beyond  his  relief. 
Finding,  however,  that  nothing  eftedhiai 
could  be  done  to  puniih  the  feducer,  with 
out  bringing  down  tenfold  mifery  on  Mrs. 
Freeman,  the  daughter  of  his  friend  and 
mailer ;  and  that  the  gratification  of  his 
vengeance  would  not  alleviate  the  afflic 
tions,  or  reftore  the  honour  of  his  child, — 
he  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  receive  the 
miferable  fatisfaftion  of  an  annuity  of  three 
hundred  pounds,  during  her  life,  which 
has  enabled  him  to  place  her  under  the  beft 
care,  and  to  provide  every  comfort  which 
her  lamentable  lituation  is  capable  of  re 
ceiving. 

cc  Poor  Sufan  is  now  a  wretched  maniac, 
and  will  remain  Ib  to  the  end  of  her  days. 
In  her  more  tranquil  intervals,  me  knows 
her  friends,  is  fenfible  of  her  lituation,  and 
calls  herfelf  mad  Sufan.  She  loves  to  drefs 
her  hair  with  flowers,  as  you  now  behold 
her,  and  amufes  her  fhattered  imagination 
with  finging  melancholy  ditties.  Her  in 
famous 
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•famous  feducer  is  at  this  moment  the  fub- 
ject  of  her  fad  foliloquy.  <  Alas !'  fhe 
fays,  €  he  may  roll  along  in  plenty — but 

*  not  in  peace :    mad  Sufan  haunts  him 
c  while  he  is  at  the  jovial  banquet :  if  he 

*  joins  the  midnight  revel,  mad  Sufan  meets 
<  him  there.     Go  tell  him/  continues  fhe, 
€  go  tell  all  his  fex,  that  when,  to  gratify  a 
(  moment's  burning  paffion,  they  give  dif- 
c  grace   and  defpair  to  the  whole  life  of  a 

*  wretched  female,  they  are  like  thofe  in- 

*  fernal  fiends  who  are  permitted  by  Hea- 
'  ven  to  make  -poor  Sufan  mad,  —  and 
'  keep  her  fo.' 

"  As  for  Mrs.  Freeman/'  continued 
Afmodeus,  "  flie  was  fo  fenfibly  affe&ed 
with  the  iniquity  of  her  hufband's  conduct, 
that  fhe  in  fitted  on  an  immediate  fepara- 
tion,  and  is  retired  to  live  with  her  father 
in  the  country;  where  an  increafing  ner 
vous  diforder  ferves  to  heighten  her  afflic 
tion,  and  will  fhortly  put  an  end  to  it." 

"  I  not 
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"  I  not  only  expected,"  faid  Don  Cleo- 
fas,  "  but  fincerely  hoped  that  your  ftory 
would  not  have  iinifhed  here.     I  long  to 
hear   that  the  author  of  all  this  mifery, 
though  he  may  have  eluded  the  vengeance 
of  the  law,  has  found  an  ignominious  and 
mortifying  punifliment  in  the  avowed  con 
tempt  and  abhorrence  of  all  mankind.0 — 
cc  Alas  !    my  good   friend,"   replied  the 
Demon,  "  you  are  moft  woefully  miftaken, 
if  you  imagine,  that  a  man  with  an  eilate 
of  feven  thoufand   pounds   a-year,    who 
lives  in  fplendour  and  hofpitality,  arid  ads, 
in  the  language  of  the  world,  like  a  gen 
tleman,  will  loie  his  character  or  his  friends 
among  people  of  falhion, — becaufehe  has 
broken   the  heart  of  an  amiable  wife,  or, 
in  any  way,  violated  the  honour  of  a  coun 
try  fteward's  daughter. 

t(  But  we  will  now,  if  you  pleafe,  turn 
away  from  fuch  an unpleafant  object;  and 
to  relieve  your  attention  from  the  horrors 
of  human  depravity,  I  lhall  transfer  it  to 

a  very 
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a  very  uncommon  example  of  human  in- 
duftry ;  I  therefore  recommend  that  bufy 
perfon,  in  the  lower  room  of  a  large  houle 
a  little  to  the  right  of  us,  to  your  very 
particular  notice.  The  table  at  which  he 
is  writing,  is  covered  with  books  and  pa 
pers,  and  the  room  is  furrounded  with 
piles  of  printed  works  in  meets."  "  He 
is  then,  I  prefurhe,"  faid  Don  Cleofas, 
"  an  author  of  great  reputation/'  ft  I 
cannot  abfolutely  allow  that,  anfwered  the 
Demon ;  "  but  if  you  will  prepare  a  tole 
rable  flock  of  patience  and  recolleftion,  I 
will  give  you  a  catalogue  of  what  he  is. 

<f  He  is — A  Printer, 
A  Publi/ber> 
A  Bookfeller, 
An  Author^ 
A  Compiler, 
A  Tranjlator^ 
An  Editor, 
An  Orator, 
An  Almanack-Maker, 
And — A  Parfon. 

VOL.  III.  H  «  His 
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<c  His  wife  alfo,  for  he  fuffers  no  one 
that  belongs  to  him  to  reft  in  peace, 
without  attempting  to  turn  the  penny,  is 
ready  to  teach  perfons  of  her  own  fex, 
vocal  and  inftrumental  muiic. 


<c 


To  give  you  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
various  publications  which  have  proceeded 
from  the  verfatile  labours  of  this  indefati 
gable  man,  I  lhall  aftonifli  you  with  an  ac 
count  of  the  general  fubjedls  of  them.— 

"  They  are, — Chronology ; 
Hiftory, 
Law, 
Geography, 
Biography, 
fravels, 
Manners, 
Morals, 
Novels, 
(Economy, 
Farming, 
Gardening, 
Horfe- Dealing, 
A  nd— 'Divinity. 

«  But 
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"But  his  moft  celebrated  publication, 
and  that  which  poiTefles  the  greatefl  fhare 
of  originality,  is  a  work  invented  to  fave 
his  brother  parfons  the  trouble  of  making 
their  own  fermons,  without  being  fufpeded 
of  preaching  thofe  of  others, 

"  For  this  purpofe,  he  has  invented,  or 
fomebody  for  him,  a  fpecies  of  printing 
types,  imitating  that  kind  of  crabbed  cha 
racters   which   may   be  fuppofed    to  flow 
from  the  pen  of  an  orthodox  divine.   With 
this  curious  letter  he  has  printed,  at  various 
times,  a  great  number  of  fermons,  feledled 
and  compiled  from  the  works  of  celebrated 
preachers,  which,    at   a   very  fmall  dif- 
tance,   pofTefs   the  appearance  of  a  manu- 
fcript.     So  that  an   idle  parfon  may  place 
one  of  thefe  difcourfes  on  the  cufhion  of  his 
pulpit,  with   full  confidence,  that  any  part 
of  his  congregation  who  may  be  fo  fituated 
as  to  overlook  him,  will  give  him  all  the 
credit  he  can  defire,  for    a  fermon  of  his 
own  compofition,  and  written  with  his  own 
H  2  pen; 
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pen ;  and  as  every  emphatic  word  is  care 
fully  marked  in  thefe  difcourfes,  the  clergy 
are  equally  indebted  to  him  for  his  in- 
ftrudions  in  reading,  as  well  as  his  afliil- 
ance  in  preaching. 

<c  But  this  is  not  all : — The  reverend 
gentleman  is  too  zealous  in  any  of  his  im 
provements  or  productions,  not  to  extend 
them  to  every  degree  of  utility  to  which 
they  can  poflibly  be  adapted.  He  has, 
therefore,  compofed  a  certain  quantity  of 
beginnings  and  endings,  which  being  tack 
ed  on,  under  his  written  directions,  to  any 
of  thefe  fermonsa  will  render  them  fuitablc 
to  all  times,  feafons  or  occafions,  to  which 
a  fermon  can  be  applied. 

<c  For  inftance, — a  difcourfe  for  Chrift- 
mas-day,  by  a  proper  introdu&ion  of  be 
ginnings  and  endings,  will  ferve  equally 
well  for  Good-Friday  dr  Eafler- Sunday,  or 
the  Afcenfion,  &c. :  fo  that  the  fame  fer 
mon,  by  an  appropriate  change  of  thele 

occa- 
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occafional  and  convenient  additions,  may 
be  preached,  with  equal  propriety,  before 
the  King,  or  the  Lord-Mayor ;  the  Judges 
of  Afiize,  or  the  Apothecaries  Company  ; 
the  Sons  of  the  Clergy,  or  the  Convicts 
.  in  Newgate. — By  the  fame  transformation 
of  fcenery,  it  will  fuit  a  feaft,  or  a  faft  ; — 
an  inauguration,  or  a  fifth  of  November ; 
—a  mufic-meeting,  or  a  funeral ; —  the. 
Conftitutional  Society,  or  King  Charles's 
Martyrdom. 

cc  This  induftrious  divine,  of  various 
callings,  is,  without  doubt,  a  moft  ufeful 
character,  by  diffufing  fo  much  important 
knowledge  in  the  world,  and  adding,  in  fo 
great  a  degree,  to  the  eafe  and  conveni- 
ence  of  life.  Neverthelefs,  envious  witti- 
cifm  has  been  known  to  indulge  itfelf  on 
his  fubject ;  and  while  fome  have  defcribed 
him  as  an  afs  laden  with  books,  others  have 
reprefented  him  as  an  harlequin,  arrayed 
in  a  party-coloured  garment^  every  patch 
H3  of 
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of  which  is  covered  with  a  title-page  of 
one  or  other  of  his  publications. 

"But  from  the  flavery  of  learning/* 
continued  the  Demon,  cc  permit  me  to  in 
troduce  you  to  the  dignity  of  it.  For  this 
purpofe,  you  muft  look  acrofs  the  ftreet  to 
a  drawing-room,  elegantly  illuminated,  and 
obferve  a  company  of  gentlemen  feated 
round  a  table,  who  are  examining,  with 
rnicrofcopes,  an  object  that  feems  to  ex 
cite  their  utmofl  curiofity,  and  to  occupy 
all  their  attention. 

"  The  houfe  where  this  party  is  afTem- 
bled,  belongs  to  the  prefident  of  a  very 
learned  fociety ;  and  the  gentleman  who 
fits  with  his  back  towards  the  chimney- 
piece,  has  the  honour  of  polTefling  that 
character.  The  fubject  of  their  accurate 
inveftigation  and  laborious  difcuflion,  is 
a  very  curious  butterfly  ;  in  whofe  organs 
of  generation  a  defect  has  been  difcovered, 
which  renders  the  fex  of  the  infect  very 

doubt' 
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doubtful.  The  important  queftion,  there 
fore,  that  has  arifen,  is,  whether  this  defeft 
is  accidental  or  fpecific.  But  the  opinions 
of  thefe  fcientific  men  are  fo  oppofitc',  and 
maintained  with  fuch  obftinacy,  that  na 
tural  hiftory  will  not,  at  prefent,  be  en 
riched  with  a  decided  opinion  on  this  very 
interefling  fubjecV* 

<c  But  who  is  that  grave-looking  pcr- 
fon/'  faid  the  Count,  cc  whom  I  fee  fitting 
in  an  unnoticed  ftate  of  tranquillity,  at  the 
other  end  of  the  room ;  and  is,  to  all  ap 
pearance,  excluded  from  any  {hare  in  the 
folemn  difcuffion  ?" 

k* 

<(  He  has  been  waiting  there  thefe  two 
hours,"  anfwered  Afmodeus,  "  for  an  Au 
dience  of  the  prefident  $  and,  in  one  more, 
he  may  be  able  to  obtain  it.  Some  fool- 
ifh  people  might  be  difpofed  to  think  that 
•he  did  not  merit  fuch  neglectful  treat 
ment  3  and  he  himfelf,  perhaps,  may  be 
weak  enough  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion ; 
H  4  but 
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but  his  mind  has  long  been  habituated  to 
the  practice  of  patience, — for  he  is  one  of 
the  firft  mathematicians  of  this  age  or 
country." 

"  In  the  very  next  houfe,"  faid  Don 
Cleofas, c<  I  perceive  an  elderly  gentleman, 
and  who,  from  the  employment  that  now 
engages  him,  I  may  prefume,  adds  anothei 
literary  character  to  our  evening  obferva- 
tions.  Permit  me  to  enquire,  my  good 
friend,  into  the  fubject  of  that  manufcript 
which  now  occupies  his  ftudious  labours." 

"  It  is,"  anfwered  the  Demon,  "  a  cer 
tain  treatife  on  mortality,  called  a  laft  will 
and  teftament.  He  is  a  fanciful  old  ba 
chelor,  of  confiderable  property,  who, ,  for 
fome  years  paft,  has  never  failed  to  alter 
his  will,  and  change  his  heir,  at  leaft  every 
three  months ;  but  finding  that,  the  mo 
ment  he  has  made  any  one  the  inheritor 
of  his  fortune,  he  conceives  fo  violent  an 
aversion  to  him,  as  to  be  very  uneafy  in 

his 
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his  company ;  he  is  determined,  at  laft,  to 
leave  the  whole  of  his  eftate  to  a  man 
whom  he  has  never  feen,  or  is  likely  to 
fee ;  and  the  bulinefs  of  this  evening,  in 
which  you  fee  him  fo  anxioufly  employed, 
is  to  make  a  teftamentary  arrangement  for 
that  curious  purpofe." 

"  But  my  attention  is  already  tranf- 
ferred,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  S(  to  a  jovial 
little  company,  in  a  tavern  to  the  right  of 
us  -,  and  who  do  not  feem  to  be  employing 
their  thoughts  on  any  thing  like  mortality. 
On  the  contrary,  they  appear  to  be  enjoy 
ing  their  bottle  with  fo  much  fatisfa&ion, 
that  the  very  fight  of  them  makes  me 
thirfiy." 

"  That  party/'  anfvvered  the  Demon, 
"  confifts  of  two  naval  and  two  military 
officers,  all  of  whom  enjoy  very  lucrative 
employments  or  profitable  rank.  You 
may,  perhaps,  on  that  account,  be  difpofed 
to  confider  them  with  an  eye  of  pleafure, 
H  S  as 
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as  men  who  pofTefs  great  profeffional  me 
rit,  and  have  deferved  highly  of  their  coun 
try  :    But  be  that  as  it  may, — they  owe 
their  prefent  fituation  to  other  and  more 
fortunate  circumftances. — The   firft  fmgs 
an   excellent  fong, — the  fecond  has   been 
ufeful  to  a  great  man's  pleafure, — the  third 
has  a  very  handfome  wife, — and  the  fourth 
a  very  beautiful  lifter.     I  perceive/'    con 
tinued  Afmodeus,  "  a  very  lively  expref- 
iion  of  aftonifhment  arifing  in  your  Lord- 
fhip's  countenance; — but  fuch,  my  dear 
friend,  is  the  way  of  this  wicked  world  in 
which  you  live  5 — and  fuch  are  the  veiy 
common   means  of  advancement  in  it* — 
Nor  will   it  lefTen  your   furprife,  when  I 
bring  to  your  recollection,  that,  this  very 
evening,  we  have  feen  a  naval  officer,  of 
great   merit,  who  keeps  a   lodging-houfe 
for  his  fupport.     But  this  is  not  all : — for 
were  I  to  take  you  to  fome  of  the  remote 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  you  would  there 
behold  many  3,  brave  man,  who  has  loft 
half  his  limbs  in  the  defence  of  his  country, 

jyft 
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juft  able  to  fuftain  the  remainder  on   the 
miferable  pittance  which  the  gratitude  of 
that  country  allows  him- 
Moni  bfi£    t^tiio   •')>  ••lohEifi^    jr  il^iq  *j;  jd* 

€<  But  before  we  take  our  flight  from 
this  quarter,  I  will  indulge  you  witha^more 
fatisfactory  fpectacle. 

"  For  this  purpofe,"  continued  the 
Demon,  "  I  muft  folicit  your  attention  to 
die  lady  who,  in  an  upper  ftory  before  us, 
is  looking  with  an  affectionate  attention 
on  two  children,  who  are  afleep  in  the 
bed,  the  curtains  of  which  {he  has  juft 
opened." 
i  .nadb«.  t3triqn/ijt\  b'-G'  nw  -t  itk^  j  ,4$ 

«  The  watchful  fpirit  of  maternal  ten- 
dernefs  has,  I  prefume,J>  faid  the  Count, 
"  conducted  her  to  this  amiable  office." — 
«  It   is  even  fo/'    anfwered  Afmodeus  ; 
;f*»  though  {he  is  not  their  mother  by  na 
ture — but  by  adoption  •>  and  as  it  is  my 
defign  to  unfold  to  you  the  operations  of 
the  mind,  in  all  their  various  influences,  I 
H  6  {hall 
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-ihall  make  no  apology  for  introducing  you 
to  the  hiftory  of  the  perfori  who  is  the 
object  of  your  immediate  attention. — It  is 
as  follows  : 
i 

"  Meretilla  was  originally  a  maid-fer- 
vant  to  a  gentleman  of  family  and  fortune. 
He  had  loft  a  wife  whom  he  loved,  was  left 
without  children,  and  from  certain  circum- 
fiances,  which  it  would  interrupt  my  pre- 
fent  fubjecl:  to  explain,  he  was  rather  dif- 
gufted  with  the  world.  He  lived  much  at 
home,  and  generally  pafTed  the  greateft 
part  of  every  day  in  the  occupations  of  his 
library.  He  was,  however,  ftill  of  an  age 
to  be  feniible  to  the  charms  of  beauty, 
and  to  feel  the  fuperior  pleafure  of  female 
focietys — and  having  determined  never  to 
marry  again,  the  delign  of  forming  a  con 
nexion  of  a  different  and  lefs  obligatory 
nature,  had  often  occurred  to  him  :  fuch 
however,  was  the  turn  of  his  difpofition 
and  the  retirement  of  his  life,  that  the  dif 
ficulty  of  arranging  a  bulinefs  of  this  kind, 

to 
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to  his  fatisfaftion,  was  almofl  infuperable. 
At  length,  he  caft  his  eyes  on  Meretilla  : 
She  was  rather  handfome,  poffelTed  a  very 
pleafmg  manner  of  behaviour,  for  one  in 
her  ftation,  and  was  remarkable  for  an  un 
common  ivveetnefs  of  voice,  which  difco- 
vered  itfelf  even  in  the  moil  ordinary  oc- 
cafionsof  fpeech.  Her  mailer,  therefore, 
made  propofals  to  her  of  a  very  liberal  na 
ture,  and  me  did  not  long  hefitate  in  ac 
cepting  them. 

"  With  this  gentleman  ihe  lived  du 
ring  the  few  years  he  lived  himfelf ;  and 
had  fo  won  his  regard  by  her  amiable  and 
pleafmg  demeanour,  that,  at  his  death,  he 
left  her  a  very  comfortable  provifion. — 
However,  fuch  had  been  her  conduct,  and 
fo  much  was  me  improved,  by  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  her  late  friend,  that  it  was  not 
long  before  Ihe  was  folicited,  with  offers 
of  great  advantage,  to  receive  a  fucceilor 
to  him. 

"  Meretilla 
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"  Meretilla  poffefled  a  very  good  un- 
derftanding ;  and  me  could  not  but  know, 
that  the  way  of  life  in  which  Ihe  had  been 
lately  engaged,  was  confidered  with  con 
tempt  by  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  and 
with  a  diftant  pity  by  the  reft  -,  flie  deter 
mined,  therefore,  to  make  fome  amends 
for  this  difadvantage,  by  paying  a  very 
principal  attention  to  her  own  intercft; 
and  as  me  was  in  a  lituation  to  defpair  al- 
moft  of  becoming  refpectable,  me  was  re- 
folved  to  employ  every  prudent  means  of 
cncreafing  her  independence.  She  accord 
ingly,  in  direct  oppoiition  to  the  conduct 
of  the  greater  part  of  her  unfortunate  clafsr 
took  care  to  avoid  all  extravagance  of 
fafhion  and  pleafure,  and  to  pra6life  the  fa 
ying  art  of  a  judicious  economy ;  fo  that 
me  was  never  quitted,  from  the  caprice  or 
latitude  of  any  of  her  protectors,  without 
having  made  a  considerable  addition  to  her 
fortune.  When  her  laft  friend  died,  who 
left  her  five  thoufand  pounds,  me  found 
herfelf  not  only  in  the  poffeffion  of  an  am 
ple 
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pie  independence,  but  in  a  comparative 
Hate  of  affluence* 

<c  Thus  fituated,  fhe  made  the  prudent, 
and  which*  furely  may  be  called,  the  virtu 
ous  refolution,  of  bidding  adieu  to  her 
former  mode  of  life.  With  this  view,  me 
took  the  houfe  fhe  now  inhabits,  which  is 
in  a  part  of  the  town  very  diftant  from 
that  where  fhe  had  hitherto  lived ;  and  as 
fhe  had  been  accuftomed  to  appear  very 
little  in  public,  fhe  now  flattered  herfelf 
with  the  hope  of  paffing  the  reft  of  her 
days  unfufpected  and  unknown. 


cc 


It  fo  happened,  that  her  landlord,  who 
is  a  man  of  fome  property,  is  a  very  zea 
lous  methodift;  and  as  fhe  had  formed  an 
intimacy  with  his  family,,  it  may  be  natural 
to  fuppoie  that  fhe  could  not  efcape  with 
out  being,  in  fome  degree,  infeclcd  by  the 
enthufiafm  of  the  tabernacle.  This  was 
really  the  cafe  ,*  and,  under  fuch  an  influ 
ence,  fhe  foon  began  to  look  on  her  paft 

life 
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life  ns  flained  with  a  crime,  that  could 
only  be  done  away  by  the  propitiations  of 
that  which  remained.  To  obtain  this  im 
portant  and  confolatory  end,  me  determined 
to  employ  the  gains  of  proftitution  in  works 
of  charity;  and  her  methodiftical  friends 
did  not  fail  to  furnifh  her  with  continual 
opportunities  of  fulfilling  her  pious  refo- 
lutions.  Such  is  her  prefent  fituation  •,  and 
the  particular  example  of  her  benevolence, 
which  has  quickened  your  attention  to  her, 
will  conclude  my  ftory. 

ce  A  confidential  clerk  to  an  eminent 
banker,  having  entered  into  engagements 
for  a  falfe  friend,  which  he  could  not  ful 
fil,  was  compelled  to  change  the  comforts 
of  a  very  comfortable  home,  for  the  mife- 
ries  of  a  prifon.  As  the  maintenance  of 
himfelf  and  his  family  entirely  depended 
on  thatperfonal  attendance  which  was  now 
impracticable,  diftrefs  foon  began  to  prefs 
hard  upon  them.  He  grew  dcfpondent, 
and  his  children  cried  for  bread >  but  his 

wife 
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wife  was  handfome  ;  and,  on  applying  to 
one  of  her  female  friends,  whom  Ihe 
thought  the  bed  woman  in  the  world,  fhe 
was  kindly  advifed  to  proftitute  her  charms, 
in  order  to  relieve  her  diftrefs  j  and  the 
means  of  doing  it  with  lecrecy  and  ad 
vantage,  were  readily  fuggefted.  The  poor 
woman  trembled  at  the  unexpected  propo- 
fal  j — but  her  babes  would  foon  want  food, 
and  their  unhappy  mother  muft  have 
Ihortly  facrificed  herfelf  for  their  fakes.— 
With  the  lafl  trifle,  however,  that  fhe  could 
raife,  ihe  made  her  deplorable  cafe  known 
to  the  public;  and  the  advertifement  which 
related  the  ftory  of  her  diftrefles,  happily 
met  the  eyes,  and  awakened  the  compaf- 
fionate  attention  of  Meretilla;  who  imme 
diately  fent  for  the  unfortunate  woman,  to 
give  a  particular  account  of  her  forrows. 
They  were  no  fooner  explained  than  they 
were  relieved.  Her  hufband  was  reftored 
to  his  former  fituation,  and  the  family  re- 
inftated  in  its  former  comfort.  Meretilla 
has  fince  taken  the  children  to  her  own 

houfe, 
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houfe,  to  fuperintend  their  education;  and, 
when  me  dies,  will  leave  her  fortune  be 
tween  them.  Thus,  by  faving  an  amiable 
woman  from  proftitution,  Meretilla  trulls, 
and  furely  without  being  guilty  of  pre- 
fumption,  that  Hie  has  made  fome  atone 
ment  for  her  own. 

«'  And  now/'  added  the  Demon,  "  we 
will  proceed  on  the  progrefs  of  the  even 
ing." 

"  But  before  we  depart/'  faid  the  Count, 
"  be  fo  kind  as  to  fatisfy  my  curiolity  re 
lative  to  a  fmall  groupe  of  gentlemen  in 
the  parlour  of  that  large  houfe,  at  the  cor 
ner  of  the  ftreet,- who  feem  to  be  debating 
fome  important  fubjecl ;  and  are  fo  eager  in 
the  bufinefs,  that  they  are  all  fpeaking  at 
one  and  the  lame  moment." 

"  They  are  three  phyficians  of  eminence/' 
anfwered  Afmodeus,    <c  who  have  been 

employed 
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employed  in  a  confultation  on  the  diforder 
of  a  fick  man  of  fafhion,  who  is  dying  in 
the  room  over  them."  "  Then,  I  fup- 
pofe,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  that  thefe  learn 
ed  Ions  of  Galen  do  not  agree  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  remedies  to  be  prefcribed  for 
the  patient."  "  You  never  were  more 
miftaken  in  your  life,"  faid  the  Demon; 
cc  their  profeflional  buiinefs  was  difpatched 
in  a  very  few  minutes,  and  they  are  now 
engaged  in  a  violent  difpute  on  politics  : — 
but  to  complete  the  fcene — their  political 
altercation  will  be  interrupted  and  cut 
fhort,  by  the  information  that  their  patient 
has  breathed  his  laft.  Thus  it  is  that  me 
dical  men  habitually  trifle  with  death,  till 
he  knocks  at  their  own  doors." 

The  Demon  now  feized  Don  Cleofas  by 
the  arm,  and,  in  a  few  moments,  they 
were  feated  on  the  top  of  St.  Giles's  Church; 
from  whence  they  pofTefTed  a  very  com 
manding  view  of  the  various  fcenes  and 

en- 
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engagements    which    are  appropriate  to 
that  accomplifhed  part  of  the  town. 

<c  This  quarter,"  faid  the  Demon,  fC  is 
notorious  for  being  the  re  fort  and  habita 
tion  of  the  inferior  clafs  of  rogues  and  va 
gabonds,  who  irifeft  this  city ;  and  in  pre- 
fenting  them  to  your  attention,  I  infringe 
upon  the  province  of  a  Spirit  who  is  ap 
pointed  to  preiide  over  them  ;  of  courfe, 
I  run  Ibme  rifque  of  being  called  to  an 
account  by  my  fuperiors,  for  the  intru- 
fion  5  more  efpe daily  as  he  and  I  are  the 
leaft  connected  of  any  of  our  confraternity. 
Love  is  the  paffion  affigned  to  my  direc 
tion  ;  and  poverty  and  roguery  are,  in  ge 
neral,  its  moft  inveterate  enemies.  We 
muft,  therefore,  difpatch  our  bufinefs 
here  with  all  poflible  expedition." 

_ 
"  Do  then  be  fo  kind,"  faid  Don  Cleo- 

fas,  "  as  to  begin  with  communicating  to 
me  the  meaning  of  a  figure  which  I  fee  in 
die  garret  oppofite  to  us.  It  is  dreffed  in 

the 
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the  common  habit  of  a  man,  and   is  fuf- 
pended  by    wires    from   the  ceiling :    if 
I  miftake  not,  there  are  a  great  number  of 
fmall  bells  flenderly  hung  on  every  part 
of  it." 

"  You  now  look/'  anfwered  the  Demon, 
*'  on  an  academy  for  teaching  the  fublime 
art  of  picking  pockets,  with  a  motley 
groupe  of  ragged  pupils,  who  are  taking 
their  leffbns  in  it  ;  and  when  any  of  thofe 
boys  have  attained  the  dexterity  of  purloin 
ing  an  article  from  the  different  pockets  of 
the  figure,  without  producing  a  found  from 
any  of  the  bells, — they  are  conlidered  as 
being  fufficient  adepts  in  their  trade,  and 
are  difpatched  to  exercife  it  in  the  ftrects 
and  public  places  of  this  metropolis.  But 
I  muft  entreat  you  to  obferve,  that  while 
the  mailer  of  the  fchool  is  bufied  in  giv 
ing  his  inftruclions,  one  of  his  pupils  af 
fords  a  very  fufficient  proof  of  the  advan 
tage  he  has  received  from  them,  by  con 
veying 
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veying  a   tobacco-box  from  his  pocket, 
without  his  bein    fenfible  of  the  theft. 


"  In  the  floor  beneath,  there  are  three 
well-looking,  flout  young  men,  who  are 
feafting  luxurioufly  on  a  fine  piece  of  roaft- 
beef,  and  waihing  it  down  with  plenty  of, 
good  liquor.  As  foon  as  they  have  finifh- 
ed  their  banquet,  each  of  them  will  get 
into  a  good  bed,  and  fleep  in  comfort  till 
the  morning  -,  when,  after  having  taken  a 
plentiful  breakfafl,  they  will  fally  forth  in 
the  character  of  maimed  and  wounded 
failors,  to  folicit  the  charity  of  the  public, 
with  fcarce  a  found  limb  among  them." 

«  In  the  very  next  houfe,  however," 
faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  1  perceive  two  women, 
whofe  limbs  appear  to  pofTefs  all  the 
flrength  and  activity  neceffary  to  tear  each 
other  to  pieces.  They  are  fighting  with  fuch 
a  degree  of  favage  fury,  that  if  fome  of 
their  neighbours  do  not  interfere,  it  will 
furely  end  in  the  death  of  one  or  other  of 

the 


IN     ENGLAND.  IQl 

the  combatants.  What,  in  the  name  of 
wonder,  can  be  the  objecl  of  fuch  an  in 
veterate  conteft?" 

•'  A  very  innocent  one,"  anfwered  Af- 
modeus;  "  for  it  is  a  poor  little  babe, 
who  is  now  fleeping  in  a  cradlef  which 
you  may  fee  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  and 
happily  infenfible  to  all  the  difcord  it  oc- 
cafions.  One  of  thefe  women  is  the  mo 
ther  of  the  infant,  and  the  other  is  a  beggar, 
who  hired  it,  at  a  ftipulated  price,  for  the 
day,  as  an  additional  incitement  to  the 
charity  of  the  charitable. 

cc  The  parent,  however,  having  obfer- 
ved  fome  marks  upon  its  neck,  which  the 
other  acknowledged  to  have  produced  by 
pinching  it,  in  order  to  call  forth  thofe 
cries  which  might  compel,  as  it  were,  the 
compaffionate  relief  of  the  paflenger ; — 
the  former  made  an  immediate  demand 
of  an  extraordinary  gratuity  for  fuch  an  ufe 
of  the  childj  for  which  the  latter  had  not 
5  bar- 
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bargained  ;  and  the  abfolute  refufal  ta 
comply  with  fuch  a  reafonable  demand,  has 
occafioned  this  furious  combat;  which  will 
not  ceafe,  till  the  enraged  parties  are  no 
longer  able  to  continue  it. 

c<  And  now,  by  one  hafty  ftep,"  conti 
nued  the  Demon,  "  I  muft  defcend  with 
you  to  the  cellar  of  the  fame  manlion,  and 
fhall  beg  the  favour  of  your  Lordfhip  to 
inform  me,  whether  you  fee  any  thing  that 
merits  your  particular  attention  in  that 
agreeable  cavern  ?" 

€(  Befides  certain  preparations  for  eating 
and  drinking,"  anfwered  the  Count,  "  I 
perceive-a  long  table,  without  any  cloth  or 
covering  whatever,  with  a  number  of 
wooden  trenchers,  placed  in  as  regular  or 
der  as  if  they  were  nailed  upon  it,  and  a 
proportionate  quantity  of  knives  and  forks, 
fattened  by  fmall  iron  chains  to  the  fpot." 
cc  All  this  various  arrangement/'  faid  the 
Demon,  "  proceeds  from  the  verynecefTary 

circura- 
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cumfpe&ion  of  the  honeft  landlord  of  this 
fubterranean  banquetting-room.  For  fuch 
is  the  well-known  difjpofition  of  his  guefls, 
that  if  he  does  not  take  care  to  be  paid  be 
fore-hand,  he  will  never  be  paid  at  all ;  and 
if  he  did  not  employ  the  precaution  of  fe- 
curing  his  implements  of  eating,  as  you  fee 
them,  he  might  look  in  vain,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  evening,  for  a  fingle  knife  or  fork, 
or  one  folitary  trencher,  to  employ  in  the 
fervice  of  his  own  fupper. 

"  I  muft  now  defire  you  to  let  your  eye 
run  a  little  down  the  alley  immediately  op- 
pofite  to  us,  and  you  cannot  avoid  feeing  a 
company  of  very  ill-looking  men,  who  are 
•at  this  moment  debating  a  matter  of  fome 
importance,  with  a  fmart  young  fellow,  in 
a  blue  great-coat  and  a  iilver-laced  hat, 
with  a  cockade  in  it.  They  are  a  gang  of 
houie-hreakers,  who  are  fettling  a  plan  to 
enter  the  hotel  of  a  nobleman  who  is 
known  to  poiTefs  a  very  fuperb  fervice  of 
plate ;  and  the  young  man,  who  is  one  of 

VOL.  III.  I  his 
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his  Lordfhip's  faithful  fervants,  has  agreed, 
upon  certain  terms,  to  leave  a  lower  win 
dow  of  the  houfe  in  fuch  a  defencelefs 
flate,  as  to  afford  them  a  very  eafy  en 
trance. — He,  however,  infills  upon  being 
paid  in  advance;  and  they  refufe  to  re 
ward  him  for  his  iniquity,  till  his  fidelity 
to  them  is  proved  by  the  fuccefs  of  their 
operations ;  fo  that  the  natural  fufpicion, 
which  thefe  villains  entertain  of  each  other, 
will  prefervethe  noble  Lord's  plate  on  his 
fide-board, — at  leaft,  for  the  prefent." 

"  There  is,  however,  in  the  cellar  of  the 
adjoining  houfe,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  a 
poor  laborious  man,  who  appears  to  have 
other  views  of  obtaining  the  precious  me 
tals  :  for,  from  his  actual  occupation,  I 
fhould  fuppofe  him  to  be  one  of  thoie 
miferable  philofophers,  who  confole  them- 
felves  in  prefent  poverty,  with  the  fanciful 
expectations  of  fallacious  alchemy." 

• 

«  Be 
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"  Be  that  as  it  may,"  anfwered  the  De 
mon,  "  this  evening,  at  leaft,  will  not 
gratify  his  hopes  ;  for  the  furnace  which 
he  is  now  preparing,  is  intended  to  melt 
down  the  beautiful  and  laboured  forms  of 
that  maflive  booty  with  which  his  honed 
neighbours  had  fully  expected  to  fupply 
him. 

"On  theoppofite  fide  of  the  alley,  you 
Tnay  fee  a  man,  and  a  very  fturdy  fellow 
too,  who  is  threatening  to  chaftife  a  poor, 
fubmiflive,  trembling  woman,  with  a  very 
unmerciful  beating.  He  is  a  beggar  by 
profeflion ;  and,  after  a  very  fuccefsful  day, 
— for  a  gentleman,  from  the  warm  inatten 
tion  of  charity,  gave  him  a  guinea  inftead 
of  an  halfpenny, — ordered  a  repaft  of  the 
beft  tea,  with  double  refined  fugar ;  and  is 


now  menacing  his  wife  with  a  fevere  baf- 


tinado,  for  having  buttered  his  toafl  only 
on  one  fide.1 


"  While  you  were  fpeaking,"   faid  the 
Count,  "  my  attention  has  been  engaged 

12 
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by  two  very  old  men,  in  lhabby  apparel, 
who  were  converfing,  with  great  gravity, 
by  the  light  of  a  very  dim  taper,  ftuck  in 
a  piece  of  clay,  in  the  lower  room  of  the 
houfe  at  the  very  extremity  of  the  place  ; 
and  before  I  could  well  obferve  what  they 
were  about,  one  of  them  put  out  the  light, 
and  I  can  fee  them  no  more." 

<e  They  are  two  very  wealthy  mifers," 
anfwered  the  Demon,  u  who  are  conver 
fing  together  upon  a  little  plan  of  ufuryj 
and,  as  the  bufinefs  requires  the  exertion 
of  no  fenfe  but  that  of  hearing,  they  con 
ceive  it  to  be  an  unpardonable  extrava 
gance  to  wafte  an  inch  of  a  farthing  candle, 
when  their  bufinefs  with  each  other  can  be 
as  well  tran  fatted  in  the  dark- 
'  &>)$?•$£$•;  -A  -•;,'.;;.  ^ 

"  But  I  muft  now  entreat  your  Lord- 
fhip  to  afcend  two  pair  of  flairs,  that  I  may 
have  the  honour  of  introducing  you  to  a 
perfon  of  fome  rank,  and  no  little  impor 
tance  in  this  metropolis.  You  will  there 
.  2  fee 
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fee  two  men  very  bufily  employed  in  ex 
amining  a  quantity  of  wearing  apparel. — 
The  elder  of  the  t\vo  is  a  reputable  dealer 
in  old  cloaths,  and  the  other  is  a  very 
honourable  gentleman,  pretty  generally 
known,  in  this  country,  under  the  title  of 
Jack  Ketch.  He  is  the  public  executioner 
of  this  city ;  and,  having  hanged  half  a 
dozen  convi&s  this  morning,  is  now  come 
to  difpofc  of  their  cloaths,  which  are  a  part 
of  the  fees  belonging  to  his  refpedtable 
office." 

cc  What  a  wonderful  encouragement,'* 
exclaimed  Don  Cleofas,  "  do  the  wants 
and  vices  of  this  town  afford  for  induftry 
and  ingenuity !"  **It  is  very  true/'  faid 
the  Demon  5  <c  and  in  the  firft-floor  of 
that  very  houfe,  there  is  another  curious 
example  of  it.  You  muft  there  fee  a  wo 
man  furronnded  with  as  many  bafkets  of 
linen,  of  various  kinds,  as  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  ftock  a  confiderable  warehoufe, 
all  of  which  are  ftolen  goods  ;  and  her  ad- 
I  3  mirable 
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mirable  occupation  confifts  in  unravelling 
the  marks  with  which  their  former  ow 
ners  had  diftinguifhed  them  ;  in  order  that 
they  may  hereafter  be  offered  to  fale,  with 
out  rifquing  a  difcovery  of  the  honeft  peo 
ple  who  ftole  them. 

"I  fhall  propofe  another  character  to  your 
attention,"  continued  Afmodeus,  "  and 
we  will  then  quit  a  diftrict  of  which  you 
have,  probably,  feen  enough  to  fatisfy  your 
curiofity  ;  and  where,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
for  reafons  already  explained*  I  am  not 
quite  at  my  eafe. 

cc  Caft  your  eyes,  therefore,  on  a  final! 
chamber,  in  the  adjoining  houfe,  where 
you  will  fee  a  very  old  man  blowing  a 
fire,  with  an  earthen  pipkin  upon  it,  in 
which  he  is  preparing  a  little  broth  for  his 
fupper.  As  you  muft  perceive  that  his 
little  apartment  is  furnifhed  in  a  very  neat, 
though  humble  manner,  it  will  call  forth 
your  furprife,  perhaps,  when  I  tell  you, 

that 
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that  his  daily  bufinefs  is  that  of  foliciting 
alms  in  the  ftreets.  He  has  adually  fol 
lowed  the  trade  of  a  beggar  near  forty 
years;  and  it  will  add  to  your  aftonifhment, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  the  bufinefs  has  an. 
fwerecl  fo  well,  as  to  enable  him,  if  he 
thought  proper,  inftead  of  receiving  cha^ 
rity  on  foot,  to  diftribute  it  himfelf  from 
a  coach. 

SSjHrf      ,:. -1;    ,         '  •  ,'•.;'.>,".'')£ 

"  An  humble  demeanour,  cleanly  rags, 
an  occafional  cough,  an  infirm  gait,  a 
trembling  hand,  and  an  affecting  modefty 
of  folicitation*  with  a  ready  ftory,  full  of 
uncommon  misfortunes,  have  combined 
to  the  acquifhion  of  greater  gain,  than 
many  a  man  finds  from  the  employment  of 
active  diligence,  and  the  exertion  of  fuperior 
talents. 

"  He  has  a  wife  of  his  own  age,  and  a 
daughter  who  has  not  yet  reached  her  twen 
tieth  year,  both  of  whom  are  fupported  by 
him  in  all  the  decent  comforts  of  life.  His 

T 
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wife  had  formerly  followed  the  occupation 
of  her  hufband ;  and,  at  the  time  when  a 
daughter  was  added  to  them,  they  had  con 
trived,  by  their  indufhy  and  ceconomy, 
to  amafs  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  money. 
The  good  man,  therefore,  determined,  tho' 
he  was  a  beggar,  and  had  formed  therefolu- 
tion  to  continue  his  trade  as  long  as  he  was 
able,  to  bring  up  his  child  as  a  gentlewoman. 
His  wife,  therefore,  in  a  fhort  time,  aflu- 
med  the  character  of  a  widow  j  a  conveni 
ent  houfe  was  taken  by  her  in  a  retired 
part  of  the  town,  where  fhe  has  refided 
ever  fince,  and  the  daughter  has  received 
an  education  becoming  the  fortune  (he  is 
deftined  to  pofiefs.  As  they  conduct  them- 
felves  with  great  propriety,  they  are  confi- 
dered  with  much  refpecl:  by  the  fmall  cir 
cle  of  their  acquaintance  ;  and  the  father 
vifits  them,  at  flated  periods,  as  a  poor 
old  man,  who  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  in 
debted  for  his  fupport  to  their  benevo 
lence.  Nay,  fo  perfectly  does  he  under- 
Hand  his  character,  that  he  receives  very 

fre- 
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frequent  donations  from  the  vifitors  of  his 
wife  and  daughter;  and  it  was  but  the 
other  day,  that  he  accepted,  with  humble 
gratitude,  an  eleemofynary  half-crown  from 
a  benevolent  man,  who  is  the  mufic-mafter 
of  the  latter. 

"Thus  he  purfues  his  fuccefsful  voca 
tion  ;  and,  as  opportunity  ferves,  conveys 
the  fruits  of  his  perfeverance  to  his  wife, 
who  a6ls  the  part  of  a  faithful  ftewardj 
and  in  whofe  name  a  fum  of  no  fmall  ac 
count  is  inverted  in  the  public  funds." 

"This  is  one  of  the  mod  extraordinary 

hiftories,"    faid    Don  Cleofas "Do 

not  interrupt  me,  if  you  pleafe,"  replied 
Afmodeus;  u  for  the  mod  interefting  part 
©f  the  bufmefs  is  yet  to  be  related^ 

"  The  gains    of  the  day,    for  fpme 

time  pad,  have  not  been  the  only  objects 

of  this  old  man's  confide  ration.    His  child 

is  of  an   age  to  be  fettled  in  the  world, 

I  5  and 
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and  the  father  is  in  a  condition  to  com 
mand,  as  far  as  money  will  do  it,  a  very 
comfortable  fituation  for  her.  But  how 
to  arrange  fuch  an  important  purpofe,  fo 
as  to  prevent  his  being  deceived  on  the  one 
hand,  and  to  preferve  his  daughter  from 
being  difgraced  on  the  other,  has  been  of 
late  fo  continually  in  his  thoughts,  that 
he  has  frequently,  fuffered  the  paflengers  in 
the  ftreets  to  efcape  his  habitual  foli cita 
tion.  At  length,  however,  an-idea  occur 
red  to  him,  which,  after  fome  reflection-, 
grew  into  a  project  that  he  determined  to 
put  in  immediate  execution,— and  he  has 

this  day  fulfilled,  his  defigm 

'Ri.-e)ilx.  T^.^noTi 

"  It  has,  for  many  years,  been  his  or* 
clinary  practice  to  attend,  on  Sundays,  at 
the  door  of  fome  or  other  of  the  numerous 
places  of  public  worfhip  in  this  metropo 
lis,  to  fblicit  the  charity  of  their  refpective 
congregations.  Among  others,  he  has 
frequently  attended  a  chapel,  at  the  weft- 
town-;  and,  for  fome  time  pafb-, 

however 
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however  cafual  the  contributions  might  be 
of  the  people  who  frequented  it,  he  never 
failed  to  receive  a  fmall  piece  of  filver,  ac 
companied  with  kind  expreffions  of con- 
fblation,  from  a  young  clergyman,;  who 
officiates  as  the  preacher  of  it. 

"  No  longer  ago  than  Sunday  laft,  he 
attended  there  on  his  accuftomed  buftnefs ; 
and  it  being  a  very  rainy  day,  the  cler 
gyman  doubled  his  ufuai  benevolence, — 
afked  him  feveral  queftions  concerning 
his  age  and  his  diftrefles,  and  defired  the 
mendicant  to  call  upon  him  as  this  morn 
ing,  to  receive  further  relief}  as  he  had  a 
lum  of  money  entrufted  to  his  difcretion, 
by  a  charitable  lady,  that  it  might  be  dif- 
tributed  among  fuch  objects-  as  appeared 
to  him  deferving  of  it. 

"  The  old  beggar,  who  had  every  rea*- 

fon  to  blefs  the  benevolent  fpirit  of  this 

amiable  clergyman,  conceived  a  defire  to 

k-now,  fomething  more  conGerning  him; 

1  6  and. 
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and  taking  an  opportunity  to  make  his 
enquiries  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  was  in 
formed  that  his  benefactor  was  a  perfon  of 
moil  exemplary  character,  and  that  his 
preferment  in  the  church  was  very  inade 
quate  to  his  fuperior  merits.  On  receiving 
this  information,  the  old  man  determined 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  he 
fhould  fhortly  poflefs,  of  unfolding  the 
whole  hiflory  of  his  life  to  the  young  di 
vine  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make  him 
an  offer  of  all  he  poflefTed,  if  he  would 
confent  to  receive  it  as  the  marriage-por 
tion  of  his  daughter. 

"  On  this  morning  the  worthy  clergy 
man  was  aftonilhed  with  the  premeditated 
propofal.  He,  at  firft,  conceived  that  the 
poor  aged  mendicant  was,  in  addition  to 
his  other  afflictions,  deprived  of  his  right 
undcrftanding,  and  he  could  not  help  dif- 
covering  fomewhat  of  his  very  natural 
fufpicions  on  the  occafion.  He  was,  how 
ever,  after  fome  further  converfation,  fully? 

con- 
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convinced  that  this  extraordinary  beggar 
was  fufficiently  wealthy  to  realize  his  pro- 
pofals ;  which  were  no  lefs  than  to  give 
him  eight  thoufand  pounds,  as  the  marri 
age-portion  of  his  daughter  j  and  to  fecurc 
him,  at  leaft,  four  more,  on  the  death  of 
her  mother, 

"  This  was'  an  offer  which  the  young 
divine  could  not,  with  any  degree  of  pru 
dence,  either  haftily  accept,  or  peremptorily 
refufe.  He  promifed,  however,  to  pay  a 
vifit  that  very  afternoon,  to  the  female  part 
of  the  family  ;  and  the  old  man,  having 
given  him  a  written  introduction  for  that 
purpofe,  took  his  leave,  to  purfue  the  ufuai 
occupation  of  the  day. 

"  I  fliall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
various  operations  of  this  ftrangc  event 
upon  the  reverend  gentleman's  mind  5  nor 
fhall  I  undertake  to  determine,  whether  cu- 
riofity  or  intereft,  or  what  other  motive 
preponderated,  to  induce  him  to  pay  the 

pro* 
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promifed  vifit.  It  will  be  fufficient  for  me 
to  inform  you,  that  he  fulfilled  the  promife 
he  had  made, — that  he  found  all  the  old 
man's  reprefentations  to  him  fully  con 
firmed,  and  that  the  daughter  was  a  woman 
of  fuch  a  pleafant  appearance  and  amiable 
manners,  that  he  would  not  have  hefitated 
a  moment  to  have  led  her  to  the  altar , — if 
fhe  had  not  been  the  offspring  of  a 
beggar. 

"  While  this  idea  was  working  in  his 
mind,  a  very  gentle  ftroke  of  the  knocker 
announced  the  arrival  of  the-  father.  The 
maid-fervant  was  immediately  difpatched 
on  fome  premeditated  errand,  and  the 
fubject  of  the  morning  was  renewed  and 
enforced  :. — 'Till,  at  length,  the  pecuniary 
advantages  which  were  offered,  the  charms 
of  the  young  woman,  and  the  hard- wrung 
promife  of  the  old  man,  that  he  would  im 
mediately  quit  his  trade,  afTume  a  becom 
ing  appearance,  and  retire  to  live  in  the 

country*. 
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country, — determined  the  clergyman  to 
marry  the  beggar's  daughter. 

"  In  a  very  fhort  time  the  nuptials  will 
be  folemnized,  and  the  newfpapers  will  an 
nounce,  in  due  form,  the  marriage  of  the 

Rev.  Mr. ,  morning  preacher 

of Chapel,  to  Mifs , 

daughter  of  Mrs. ,  of ftreet, 

Mary  bone  :  and  I  do  not  know  of  a  ma 
trimonial  engagement  that  promifes  more 
folid  happinefs. 

cc  The  old  man  is  now  taking  his  laft 
fupper  in  a  chamber,  which  he  has  inhabit 
ed  fb  many  years,  and  will  leave-  with  fome 
regret,  to  pafs,  what  he  confiders,  an  idle 
and  unprofitable  Hfe,  in  a  village  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  town  ;  from  whence,  how 
ever,  he  will  occasionally  fteal,  to  pay  a 
fhort  vifit  to-  his  daughter. 

"  His  fbn-iri-law  will  never  fail  to 
treat  him  with  all  becoming  regard  $  buv 

at 
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at  the  fame  time,  according  to  the  princi 
ples  of  that  religion  whofe  dodtrines  it  is 
his  profeflion  to  teach,  he  will  be  moft 
pioufly  rejoiced  when  the  old  man  has  ex 
changed  this  world  for  a  better." 

<e  My  aftoniHiment,"  faid  Don  Cleofas, 
cc  at  this  hiftory,  which  I  have  heard  from 
you,  is  equal,  I  believe,  to  that  of  the  parforr, 
when  he  heard  it  from  the  beggar  himfelf." 
"  That  is  very  poffible,'r  replied  Afmo- 
deus;  "  but  I  muft  be  fo  unpolite  as  to 
acquaint  you  that  there  is  no  time,  at  pre- 
feritj  for  your  obfervations," 

"  If  that  is  the  cafe/'  anfwered  the  Count, 
"  be  fo  good  as  to  filence  them,  by  inform 
ing  me  concerning  that  jovial  feaft  which 
.  I  fee  in  the  public-houie  to  the  left  of  us. 
There  are  no  beggars,  1  believe,  in  that 
company  \  for  the  table  feems  alrnoft  ready 
to  fink  beneath  the  abundance  of  good- 
things  which  are  placed  upon  it."  "  Your 
conjecture  is  right,"  faid  the  Demon ;  "  the 

guefls 
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guefts  are  all  proiperous  people  ;  never- 
thelefs,  it  is  die  beggars  who  furnifh  this 
entertainment,  \vhile  they  themfelvcs  are 
ftarving. 

"  You  muft  know  then,  that  it  is  a 
meeting  of  the  parifn  officers,  to  fettle  the 
accounts  of  the  parochial  poor;  a  duty 
which  cannot  bz  fulfilled,  wkh  •  propriety  * 
without  a  pretty  deal  of  good  eating  and 
drinking,  and  for  which  the  poor's-box 
finds  the  fupplies.  This  evening,  fupper 
was  ready  before  the  bufinefs  was  com- 
pleated;  fo  that,  to  the  'great  joy  of  the 
party,  another  fimilar  banquet  muft  be 
provided,  in  the  enfuing  week,  in  order  to 
conclude  it ;  for  which  alfo  the  poor  muft 
be  the  pay  mailers. 

"  Having  now,"  added  the  Demor^ 
"  fhewn  you  ibme  of  the  loweft  of  the  peo 
ple,  I  ihall  immediately  introduce  you  to 
a  fight  of  the  higheft:"  And  he  had  no 
fooner  declared  his  intention,,  than  they 

changed 
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changed  their  fituation  for  a  balcony,  in  a 
more  fafhionable  part  of  the  town. 

"  What  fplendid  company/'  exclaimed 
Don  Cleofas,  "  do  I  now  fee  in  the  apart* 
ments  of  the  large  hotel  before  us.  It  muft 
furely  be  fome  feflival  of  a  very  folemn  na 
ture,  that  is  celebrating  with  fo  much  mag 
nificence."  cc  It  is  the  baptifm,"  anfvvered 
Afmodeus,  "  of  a  child  of  one  of  the  firft 
families  in  the  kingdom ;  and  no  lefs  per- 
fonages  than  their  Majefties  themfelveSj 
attend  as  Sponfors  on  the  occalion. 

c<  In  prefenting  the  King  of  this  country 
to  your  view,  I  fhew  you  one  of  the  befl 
monarchs  and  beft  men  in  Europe.  He 
unites  the  power  of  a  great  'empire  with 
the  virtues  of  a  good  man.  The  poflef- 
fion  of  a  moft  extenfive  dominion,  with  all 
the  pomp  of  fplendour  and  wealth  of  the 
Britifh  crown,  has  not  corrupted  his  mind. 
He  is  a  faithful  hufband — a  tender  father 
~-an  indulgent  mailer — and  a  pious  man. 

His 
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His  throne  is  to  be  envied  by  the  poten 
tates  of  the  earth,  not  fo  much  from  its  po 
litical  elevation  above  them,  as  from  the 
peculiar  fupports  of  it,  —  the  ardent  loyalty 
and  affectionate  devotion  of  a  great  and 
enlightened  people. 


"  The  Lady  who  Hands  oppofite  to  him, 
is  his  royal  confort.  I  fhall  not  remark 
on  the  benignity  of  her  afpeft  —  on  the 
grace  of  her  manners  —  or  on  the  number 
of  her  virtues  j  —  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that 
flie  is  worthy  the  heart  (he  poflefTes,  and 
the  crown  ihe  wears.  The  two  princeiTes, 
who  fupport  her,  are,  if  I  may  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion,  unfortunately  pre-eminent,  —  for 
there  is  not  a  prince  in  Europe  who  is 
defervingof  them.*' 

"  This  is  a  fpectacle,"  faid  Don  Cleo- 
fas,  "  which  I  behold  with  equal  awe  and 
delight  ;  nor  can  I  well  exprefs  the  fenfa- 
tions  of  my  mind,  while  I  regard  the  ele 
vated  objecls  before  me,"  "  Neverthe- 

lefs," 


DEVIL    UPON    TWO    STICK* 

lefs,"  replied  the  Demon,  <c  there  is  a  ridi 
culous  circumftance  belonging  to  this  mag* 
nificent  ceremony,  which  I  cannot  bring 
myfelf  to  withhold  from  you.  I  will  for 
give  your  furprife,  when  I  allure  you,  that 
the  infant  who  is  now  receiving  a  name 
from  the  lips  of  the  Sovereign,  is  no  longer 
to  be  found  in  the  regifter  of  life.  It 
breathed  its  laft  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  royal  Sponfors  entered  the  houfe  j  but 
the  honour  was  too  great  to  be  refilled, 
and  the  preparations  were  too  coftly  to  be 
thrown  away.  It  was,  therefore,  determi 
ned,  by  the  noble  parents,  that  the  ceremony 
(hould  proceed,  according  to  its  original 
defign,  and  the  publication  of  the  child's 
death  be  put  off  till  to-morrow." 

"  It  is  furely  impoffible,"  exclaimed 
Don  Cleofas;— ct  what,  chriilen  a  corpfe  !" 
"  Be  not  quite  fo  hafty,  my  good  friend," 
replied  the  Demon;  "  if,  as  you  well 
know,  it  is  an  allowable  practice,  among 
you  Papifts,  to  baptife  a  child  before  it  is 

born  • 
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lorn*,  you  cannot  be  offended,  if,  under 
fuch  circumflances,  and  to  preferve  court 
ly  etiquette,  a  Proteflant  child  fhould,  for 
once,  be  baptifed  after  it  is  dead. 


cc 


But  we  muft  now  quit  the  fcene  before 
us  ;  and  to  finish  the  evening  of  this  bufy 
day,  we  will  juft  take  a  peep  into  one  of 
the  theatres;  which,  I  think,  will  form  a 
very  chara&eriftic  conclulion  of  it." 


CHAP. 


DEVIL    UPON    TWO    STICKS 


CHAP.      XII. 

The  fccond  Vijit  of   ike    DEVIL    upon  Tw* 
STICKS  and  DON  CLEOFAS  to  the  theatre. 

AS  they  entered  the  playhoufe, — "gra 
cious  Heaven!"  exclaimed  the  Count, 
"  if  the  avenues  are  fo  crowded,  I  muft  be 
indebted  to  your  extraordinary  power,  I 
fhould  fuppofe,  to  procure  a  feat  in  the 
body  of  the  theatre."  c<  Be  not  alarmed," 
anfwered  the  Demon,  "  for  we  lhall  find 
room  enough  within,  though  we  are  fo 
joftled  without.  Beiides,  this  is  a  place 
where  our  fraternity  poflefs  a  very  peculiar 
influence  :  it  is,  indeed,  the  only  one 
where  we  can  meet  in  common ;  for  there 
is  not  a  Devil  of  us  all,  who  does  not  find 
employment  in  a  playhoufe. 


€C 
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c<  The  part  of  it  where  we  now  are,  is 
called  the  Box-lobby ;  and  is  nightly  in- 
fefted  by  a  crov/d  of  a  young  men,  who 
are  a  difgrace  to  fociety.  Among  all  thefe 
fmart,  powdered,  gallant  young  men,  who 
are  continually  difturbing  the  audience  by 
their  frequent  exits  and  entrances,  there  is 
not  to  be  feen  one  fmgle  gentleman.  The 
prefent  mode  of  drefs,  like  the  robe  of 
death,  levels  all  diftinctions  j  and  in  paf- 
fing  along,  it  would  be  rather  difficult  to 
diftinguifh  an  attorney's  clerk  from  a  peer 
of  the  realm,  but  by  the  decency  and  un- 
afiuming  appearance  of  the  latter. — The 
play  is  now  drawing  towards  a  conclufion  ; 
we  will,  therefore,  in  the  mean  time,  oc 
cupy  this  corner,  to  take  a  curfory  view  of 
the  agreeable  people  who  are  ftrutting 
about  before  us. 

"  That  young  man,"  continued  the 
Demon,  "  in  a  blue  coat,  and  a  buff 
waiftcoat,  is  a  young  taylor,  who  muft  be 
allowed  to.,  poflefs  fome  merit, — for  his 

cloaths 
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deaths  are  of  his  own  making.  The  per- 
fon  who  follows,  in  a  drefs  of  the  fame 
colour,  with  JL  yellow  cape,  is  a  fhoemaker, 
who  is  ftretching  a  new  pair  of  boots  on 
his  own  legs,  by  order  of  one  of  his  father's 
cuftomers.  The  acquaintance  whom  he 
falutes,  in  pafling,  follows  a  branch  of  the 
fame  trade,  with  this^  difference  indeed, 
that  the  one  makes  fhoes  for  men,  and  the 
other  for  horfes. — He  who  comes  next,  is 
an  haberdafher  ;  and  he  who  follows,  is  a 
pickpocket.  This  bluflering  hero,  who 
looks  as  if  he  would  knock  down  every 
body  who  meets  him,  is  a  dangerous  kind 
of  fellow,  and  is  ufed  to  the  handling  of  a 
very  powerful  weapon, — for  he  is  journey 
man  to  a  druggift,  and  paffes  much  of  his 
time  in  the  exercife  of  a  peftle  and  mortar. 
That  gallant  figure  who  is  addrefling  him- 
ielf  to  a  couple  of  ladies,  is  a  young  fur. 
geon,  who  walks  the  hofpital;  and  is,  at  this 
moment,  offering  his  fervice  to  cure  them 
ofadiforder,  of  which  he  has  not  hitherto 
been  able  to  cure  himfelf.  That  tall,  thin 

figure 
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figure  of  a  man,  who  is  old  enough  to  be 
the  grandfather  of  all  around  him,  is  a 
German  Baron,  and  by  profeflion  a  pimp. 
His  prefent  bulinefs  is  to  provide  half  a 
dozen  of  the  handfbmeft  proflitutes  he  can 
find,  to  fup  with  an  old  goatifh  Lord,  at  an 
adjoining  brothel.  The  man  in  a  long 
great- coat  and  dirty  boots,  with  a  whip  in 
his  hand,  is  the  fon  of  a  confe&ioner,  who 
does  not  mount  an  horfe  half  a  dozen 
times  a  year;  but  has  bedaubed  his  boots 
with  his  own  hands  in  an  alley,  as  he  came 
along,  in  order  to  have  the  credit,  among 
fome  of  his  female  acquaintance,  whom  he 
will  meet  here  to-night,  of  having  hunted 
this  morning  with  the  King,  in  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  Windfor.  The  well-drefled 
perfon  who  entered  immediately  after  him, 
and  whofe  white  filk-ftockings  and  glif- 
tening  ihoes  have  not  a  fpeck  on  them, 
has,  neverthelefs,  rode  very  hard  indeed 
within  thefe  few  hours ;  for  this  very  af 
ternoon  he  committed  a  robbery  on  the 
highway,  about  ten  miles  from  town,  and 
VOL.  III.  K  faved 


filS          DEVIL    UPON    TWO    STICKS 

faved  himfelf  from  being  taken,  by  the 
fpeed  of  the  animal  on  which  he  was 
mounted. 

cc  Obferve,  I  beg  of  you/'  continued 
the  Demon,  "  that  platn-dreiTed  man  with 
his  hat  in  his  hand,  who  is  now  pafiing  by 
us.  Take  notice  of  his  unaiTuming  appear 
ance,  and  in  what  a  quiet  way  he  is,  as  it 
were,  threading  the  crowd.     That  is,  ne- 
verthelefs,  a  baronet  of  high  character,  and 
a  member    of  Parliament,    who    has  an 
eftate  of,  at  leaft,  ten  thoufand  pounds  a 
year.     His  lady  and  daughter   are   in  a 
fide- box,  and  he  is  come  to  conduct  them 
home.     The  Herculean  figure  who  fol 
lows  him,  and   looks   as  if  he  had  been 
facrifking   too  liberally  to   Bacchus,  af- 
fumes  that  appearance   in  order  to  pro 
duce  a  little  difturbance  in  the  courfe  of 
the  evening,   which,    by    confufing    the 
company,   will  give  fome  of  the  gang  of 
pickpockets,  with  whom  he  is  aflfociated,  a 
more  convenient  opportunity  of  adding  to 

the 
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the  no&urnal  fpoil  of  watches,  purfes  and 
pocket-handkerchiefs.  That  comely  man* 
with  an  hat  fo  fiercely  cocked,  and  with 
ribband  enough  in  his  cockade  to  fupply 
half  a  dozen  general  officers,  was  originally 
a  ferjeant,  who,  by  proftituting  his  wife  to 
the  colonel  of  a  regiment,  obtained  a  pair 
of  colours  in  it.  His  advanced  iituation, 
however,  not  proving  agreeable  to  the 
corps,  and  being,  confequently,  uncom 
fortable  to  himfelf,  he  obtained  leave  to 
fell  the  commiflion  which  he  had  not 
bought;  and,  after  a  variety  of  hair-breadth 
efcapes,  is,  at  length,  become  a  refpeclable 
member  of  a  fociety  of  gamblers,  who 
fupport  themfelves  by  decoying  fuch  young 
men  as  you  fee  here,  into  their  company, 
and  pilfering  them  of  their  money.  The 
young  fellow  in  mourning,  whom  he  is 
now  fhaking  by  the  hand  with  fb  much 
warmth,  is  a  grocer,  who  aflifts  his  mother 
in  carrying  on  the  trade  of  his  late  father, 
and  confoles  himfelf  for  having  lol>,  laft 
night,  a  week's  profits  of  the  Uiop,  be- 
K  2  caufc 
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caufe  it  has  introduced  him  to  the  fociety 
of  gentlemen." 

«  But  I  fee  a  perfon,"  faid  Don  Cleo- 
fas,  "  who  is  looking  over  a  large  volume 
which  lies  open  on  a  defk  in  the  corner, 
and  taking  minutes  from  it  with  a  pencil. 
He  poflefles,  I  fuppofe,  fome  literary  of 
fice  that  is  attached  to  the  theatre/'  "  He 
is/'  anfwered  the  Demon,  "one  ofthofe 
people  who  are  employed  to  collect  the 
atrical  information  for  a  newfpaper,  and  he 
is  now  extracting,  from  the  box-keeper's 
book,  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  of  charac 
ter  and  confequence,  as  compofe  a  part  of 
this  evening's  audience  -,  a  lift  of  which 
will  form  a  very  interefting  article  of  a 
morning  paper  of  to-morrow.  He  will 
then  inform  himfelf  concerning  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  play,  of  which  he  has  not  be 
held  a  fingle  fcene ;  and  when  the  farce  is 
over,  he  will  retire  to  write  an  account  of 
the  plaudits  which  have  been  bellowed, — 
the  encores  that  have  been  demanded,— and 

any 
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any  little  ftage-blunders  that  may  have  been 
committed  ;  to  which  will  be  added  a  few 
complimentary  hyperboles  on  an  actrefs 
who  occafionally  invites  him  to  dinner  ; 
and  a  little  diftant  feverity  on  an  adlor,who 
in  pafling  him  this  morning  in  the  ftreet, 
unluckily  forgot  to  give  him  the  wall.  — 
The  gentleman  who  has  juft  quitted  the 
box  before  us,  and  is  wiping  his  brow 
with  a  white  handkerchief,  —  not,  as  it  may 
appear,  from  heat,  but  agitation,  —  is  a  gay, 
wealthy  merchant  of  the  city,  who  keeps 
an  elegant  miflrefs,  in  a  very  fa  Ih  ion  able 
Rile,  at  the  weft-end  of  the  town.  He  is 
returned  this  afternoon  from  Briftol,  where 
he  has  been  on  a  commercial  bufinefs,  and 
has  juft  received  the  pleafure  of  difcovering 
his  faithful  Dulcinea,  who  did  not  expect 
him  for  fome  days  to  come,  in  one  of  the 
upper-boxes,  accompanied  by  a  gallant 
Hibernian  officer  of  the  Horfe-Guards.  — 
Thatconfequential  figure  which  nowpafles 
us,  is  one  of  the  magiftrates  of  this  city 
and  county,  \vho  have  a  falary  from  Go- 
K.  3  vern- 
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vernment  for  executing  the  duties  of  the 
police ;  and  you  may,  perhaps,  very  natu-* 
rally  imagine,  that  he  attends  here,  to 
check  by  his  prefence,  or  to  punifh  by  his 
activity,  the  enormities  of  the  place.  On 
the  contrary,  his  bufmefs,  at  prefent,  is 
rather  to  encourage  than  controul  them. — 
He  employs  the  feverity  of  the  laws  only 
againft  thofe  vulgar  proftitutes  whom 
cruel  neceflity  compels  to  walk  the  flreets, 
and  they  meet  with  no  mercy  from  him: — 
But  as  for  the  harlots  who  live  in  elegant 
lodgings,  or  maintain  an  hofpitable  houfe, 
or  keep  their  carriages,  he  has  too  much 
politenefs  and  gallantry  to  interrupt  the 
progrefs  of  their  ufeful  occupations.  Nay, 
he  is  now  come  to  wait  upon  the  favourite 
miftrefs  of  a  nobleman,  who,  during  his 
abfence  at  Newmarket,  has  configned  her 
to  his  protection  ;  and  his  worfhip  fulfils 
the  charge/by  fupplying,  as  well  as  he  is 
able,  the  place  of  his  noble  friend.  But  as 
the  play  is  now  concluded,  we  will  avail 
cwrfelves  of  the  interval,  before  the  after 
piece 
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piece  begins,  to  take  a  view  of  the  interior 
decorations  of  the  theatre." 

On  entering  the  front -boxes,  the  Count 
could  not  refrain  from  exprefling  his  afto- 
nifhment  at  the  number  of  beautiful,  well- 
drefled  women,  whom  he  beheld  on  every 
fide  of  him.  "  They  arc,"  faid  the  De 
mon,  "  all  of  them  votaries  of  the  lafcivi- 
ous  divinity,  who  come  here,  as  to  a  pub 
lic  mart,  to  tempt  the  purchafer  of  the 
evening ;  and  the  greater  part  of  them, 
with  all  their  decoration  and  gaiety,  de 
pend  on  the  proftitution  of  to-night,  for 
the  bread  of  to-morrow.  It  is  not  poffible 
for  you  to  conceive  what  ignorance,  vul 
garity,  impudence,  wretched nefs  and  dif- 
eafe,  lurk  beneath  the  gawdy  frippery,  and 
fallacious  beauty  which  attract  your  no 
tice.  -  Thofe  two  ^ho  occupy  the  back- feat 
to  the  right  of  us,  whofe  perfonai  charms 
are  fet  off  with  the  mod  fludied  adjuftment 
of  faihionable  attire,  were>  but  laft  year, 
fimple  ferv ant-maids,  of  the  loweft  deno 
mination. 
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mination.  With  all  their  elegance,  the/ 
can  neither  read  nor  write  ;  with  all  their 
appearance  of  modeft  demeanour,  they 
could  filence  a  carman  by  their  vulgar 
vociferation  $  and  with  all  that  bloom  on 
their  cheeks,  they  will  fhortly  be  forced  to 
make  application  to  the  purifying  difci- 
pline  of  an  hofpkal.." 

"  But  exclusive  of  all  moral  motives," 
faid  Don  Cleofas,  <c  would  it  not  be  for 
the  intereft  of  thofe  who  poiTefs  the  pro 
perty  of  the  theatres,  to  difcourage  the  un- 
referved  appearance  of  this  clafs  of  women; 
which,  as  it  muft  be  fo  offenfive  to  modefty, 
will,  of  courfe,  prevent  numbers  of  pru 
dent  people  from  fuffering,  at  lead,  the 
youthful  part  of  their  families,  being  fa 
miliarized  with  fuch  a  fhocking  pidure 
of  female  depravity." 

"  The  theatrical  managers,"  faid  Af- 

modeus,  <c  have  it  not  in  their  power ;  and 

if  they  had,  the  demands  of  their  exche- 

2  quen 
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quer  would  compel  them  to  perfer  a  pro- 
ftitute  who  pays  for  her  place,  and  decoys 
others  to  pay  for  theirs,  to  the  moil  virtu 
ous  woman  in  the  world,  who  has  a  free 
admittance.        Befides,   with  what  grace 
could  a  man  attempt  to  drive  a  certain 
rank  of  females  from  any  part  of  his  the 
atre,  to  whom  he  is  obliged  to  have  a  con 
tinual  recourfe  for  die  bufmefs  of  die  flage  ? 
It  would  certainly  be  no  more  than  com 
mon  juftice,  if  a  theatrical  manager  refufed 
to  admit  women  of  infamous  character,  as 
fpectators,  that  he  fhould  equally  exclude 
himfelffrom  engaging  perfons  of  the  fame 
clafs3  as  performers  ;  and  under  fuch  a 
regulation  of  dramatic  entertainments,  they 
would  become  curiofities  of  the  firfl  re- 
fcarch.     If  we  fuppofe,  for  inftance,  that 
by  fome  fuperior  intervention,  every  fallen 
female  fhould  be  made,   at  this  moment, 
to  vanifh  both  from  before  and  behind  the 
curtain,  what  a  fudden  diminution   there 
would  be  of  the  audience ;  while  the  part 
of  it  which  remained,  mull  be  content  with 

what 
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what  they  had  already  feen,  from  the  im 
practicability  of  continuing  the  promifed 
amufements    of    the    evening.      Luxury 
fprings  from  wealth,  and  corruption  is  the 
offspring  of  luxury  >  and  the  theatre  has 
a  very  powerful  tendency  to  aid  that  cor 
ruption.     I  do  not  mean,"  continued  the 
Demon,  "  to  propofe  any  means  of  im 
proving  the  public  manners,  which  as  you 
may  believe,  is  not  'a  part  of  my  office  j— 
but  to  guard  you  againft  the  common-place 
declamations  on  the  morality  of  theatrical 
entertainments,  which  has  no  foundation 
in  truth  or  experience.    Nay,  the  dramatic 
performances  which  are  the  beft  calculated 
to  difplay  the  beauty  of  virtue,  and  the  de 
formity  of  vice,  are  precifely  thofe  which 
are  favoured  with  the  lealt  attention.    The 
entertainment  of  this  evening,  which    is 
yet  to  come,  is  a  mafque,  written  by  one 
of  the  firft  poets,  of  this  or  any  other  coun 
try,  antient  or  modern  ;  and,  in  language 
that  would fcarcely  bethought  to  difgrace 

in- 
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infpiration  itfelf,  conveys  the  pureft  lefTons 
of  moral  inftruclion.  Neverthelefs,  with 
all 'its  fublime  poetry,  with  all  its  moral 
tendencies  and  virtuous  energy,  it  would 
be  performed  to  empty  benches,  if  it  were 
not  cloathed  in  the  tinfel  garb  of  mufic, 
and  accompanied  with  thofe  decorations 
Which  at  once  deflroy  the  moral  effect  in 
tended  to  be  produced  by  the  powers  of 
its  language,  and  the  conftru&ions  of  its 
fcenes.  In  fhort,  there  is  no  example  of 
pedantic  error  which  furnifhes  folly  with 
a  more  triumphant  laugh,  than  the  im 
practicable  theory  of  playhoufe  morality. 
And  they  who  are  in  the  habit  of  frequent 
ing  the  theatres  will  be  extremely  fortu 
nate,  if  it  affords  them  nothing  worfe  than 
an  harmlefs  amufement.  Any  thing  bet 
ter,  would  be  not  only  an  ignorant,  but  a 
ridiculous  expectation.  But  we  will  now 
defcend,  if  you  pleafe,  towards  the  front 
of  the  box,  where  we  (hall  breath,  per 
haps,  a  lefs  indecent  atmofpherc. 

«  The 
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'-c  The  three  young  ladies,"  continued 
the  Demon,  "  who  occupy  the  firft  feat, 
are  the  daughters  of  a  refpectable  tradef- 
man  in  the  city,  whofe  particular  connec 
tions  with  the  theatre,  in  the  way  of  bufi- 
nefs,  enable  him  to  procure  a  free  admit 
tance  for  them,  whenever  he  requires  it. — 
This  worthy  man,  who — according  to  the 
trading  principle,  that  any  thing  which 
can  be  got  for  nothing,  is  an  advantage, — 
is  ever  ready  to  indulge  the  inclination  of 
his  girls  for  a  pleafure  with  which  he  can 
gratify  them  at  little  or  no  expence.  They 
accordingly  are  acquiring  all  the  improve 
ment  which  is  to  be  gained  by  a  very  fre 
quent  attendance  on  the  amufements  of 
the  playhoufe.  What  advantages  they  ex 
pect  to  derive  from  fuch  a  communication 
with  this  fcene  of  fafhionable  life,  is  very 
perceptible  to  my  penetrating  faculty ;  but 
I  very  much  fear  that  their  expectations 
will  not  be  finally  fatisfied.  The  qualities 
which  render  a  young  woman  truly  ami 
able, 
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able,  may  not,  perhaps,  be  obftrudted  by 
an  occafional  vifit  to  the  theatre :  but  I  will 
venture  to  reft  all  my  knowledge  of  the 
youthful  female  heart  on  the  truth  of  this 
aflertion,  that,  a  continual  attendance 
there  will  forward"  the  corruption  of  it. — 
They  who  very  feldom  fee  a  play,  will  be 
folely  engaged  by  its  reprefentation  ;  but 
they  who  fee  plays  every  week,  will  foon 
confider  the  operations  of  the  ftage  as  a  fe- 
condary  objecl  of  their  attention.  The 
citizen's  daughters,  for  example,  have,  du 
ring  the  whole  of  this  evening,  been  much 
more  attentive  to  what  was  patting  behind, 
than  what  was  acting  before  them  $  and 
when  the  hackney-coach  is  conveying 
them  home,  their  converfation  will  not  be 
on  the  mimic  fcenes  of  the  ftage,  but  on 
the  real  fcenes  of  life;  nor  will  their  cham 
ber  difcourfe  of  to-night,  embrace  the 
ftupid  morality  of  the  drama,  but  the 
more  interefting  morality  of  the  front- 
boxes/' 

\ 
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"  You  will  not,  however,"  replied 
Don  Cleofas,  "  with  all  your  rigid  pru 
dence,  exclude  young  women  from  fuch 
opportunities  as  offer,  to  hold  themfelves 
forth  to  the  admiration  of  the  other  fex." 
<c  You  may  obferve,"  aufwered  the  De 
mon,  "  to  what  objefts  the  young  men 
•who  frequent  this  place,  devote  their  re 
gards*  Be  aflured,  my  good  friend,  that 
in  their  fyftem  of  ethics,  the  duty  of  at 
tending  on  modeft  women  at  a  playhoufe, 
is  not  to  be  fount i  :  and  the  fair  ladies  be 
fore  -us,  whofe  father  is  prevented  by  bu- 
linefs,  from  coming  to  attend  them  home, 
will  get  to  their  fiacre  with  no  other  atten 
dance  than  that  of  a  gallant  young  man 
who  carries  a  link.  But,  after  all,  thofe 
young  women  who  frequent  public  diver- 
hons  in  expectation  of  marrying  happily, 
fet  out  on  the  worft  principle  in  the  world. 
The  men  who  are  themfelves  the  rnoft  fond 
of  thefe  amufements,  defpife  thofe  of  the 
other  fex,  who  ar?  continually  feen  at  them. 
The  virtues  of  a  retired,  not  the  gaiety  of 

a  pub- 
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a  public  life,  arc  the  beft  recommendations 
to  an  hufband;  thcperfon  who  is  qualified 
to  promote  his  happinefs  at  home,  not  one 
who  is  anxious  to  feek  for  her  own  plea- 
fure  abroad,  is  the  woman  whom  a  man 
of  judgment  will  feled  for  the  companion 
of  his  life. — But  the  curtain  rifes,  and  we 
muft  change  the  objects  of  our  animad- 
verfion. 

"  The  a&or,"  continued  Afmodeus, 
c<  who  has  opened  the  fcene,  is  delivering 
a  foliloquy,  replete  with  the  fineft  mora 
lity,  and  heightened  by  the  mod  beautiful 
poetry  ;  and,  in  refpect  to  it,  you  poffefs 
an  equal  advantage  with  the  greater  part 
of  the  audience  :  you  do  not  underftand  it, 
and  they  do  not  attend  to  it.  The  mufic* 
however,  will  make  you  all  alive;  and  here 
it  comes,  with  its  Bacchanalian  uproar.— 
The  crew  that  have  ju  ft  taken  pofleffion  of 
the  ftage,  reprefent,  under  various  charac 
ters,  the  intemperate  pafllons  of  love  and 
L  2  wine, 
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wine,  and  the  poet  formed  them  with  a 
view  to  create  difpleafure  and  difguft  ;  but 
the  manager  has  fo  contrived  the  matter, 
that  their  appearance  rather  operates  as 
an  inciting  example,  than  a  deterring  an 
tidote." 

Afmodeus  now  requeued  the  Count  to 
excufe  his  abfence  for  a  Ihort  time,  and 
immediately  quitted  his  feat.  In  about 
half  an  hour  he  returned,  and  informed  his 
friend  that  he  had  been  beckoned  by  one 
of  his  confraternity,  who  prelides  over  the 
department  of  thievery,  to  give  him  fome 
afliftance.  "  One  of  his  principal  eleves" 
faid  the  Demon,  e<  has,  this  evening,  made 
an  unfortunate  attack'  on  a  gentleman's 
purfe,' — for  he  was  taken  in  the  fact.  But 
as  my  good  brother  could  not  yet  fpare  his 
favourite,  he  craved  my  aid  in  procuring 
his  eicape;  and  we  fo  managed  the  mat 
ter  with  the  officers  who  had  him  in  cuf- 
tody,as  to  complete  our  purpofe.  In  the 

mean 
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mean  time,  it  may  be  prefumed,  you  have 
feen  and  heard  fomething  that  \vas  not 
wholly  unentertaining."  "  It  may,  in 
deed,"  anfwered  Don  Cleofas;  *"  fora 
charming  little  woman  haj  been  tinging 
with  the  voice  of  an  angel,  and  much  have 
I  regretted,  that  I  was  not  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  her  fong."  "  if  you 
knew  it,"  anfwered  the  Demon,  "  as  well 
as  a  native  of  the  country,  your  Lord- 
Ihip  would  have  an  equal  caufe  of  com 
plaint  ;  for  your  little  Syren, — and  a  Sy 
ren  (he  is,  in  every  application  of  the 
term/  is  too  fine  a  finger  to  be  intelligi 
ble. The  lady  who  now" occupies  the 

fcene,  is  delivering  a  fucceffion  of  fine 
fentiments,  :  which,  thanks  to  the  folly 
of  mankind,  are  very  little  regarded. — 
She  is,  in  fa<5t,  declaiming  in  a  fublime 
ftrain  of  meafured  eloquence,  againft  my 
honed  calling. — Nay,  fhe  is,  at  this  mo 
ment,  addrefling  herfelf  to  ChafHty  with 
a  degree  of  energy  almofl  fufficient  to 

per- 
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perfuade  one,  that   fhe  herfelf  practifed 
the  virtue." 

The  Demon  now  expreffed  his  wifh  to 
be  gone,  as  fome  very  particular  com- 
miflions  required  an  immediate  execution  : 
And  Don  Cleofas  was  inftantly  conveyed 
to  his  Hotel. 


END     OF    VOL.  III. 
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